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All those names of islands 
and atolls so glibly mentioned 
by the flight crews have been 
just names to many of us earth- 
bound creatures back at Fair- 
field. No longer, for now the 
A.T.C. permits us to release 
the location of our bases and 
we can more closely inspect 
the Consairway Pacific routes.' 

We are also grateful (we 
think) to George Mathis for 
his contribution to our misun¬ 
derstanding of maps....Ah. for 
those good old days of the 
simple mercator conception! 

But George assures us his is a 
more correct projection and 
asks us to view the Pacific 
arena as though we were sitting 
hundreds of miles above Siberia 

.not the most comforting 

thought, we’ll concede. 

When finally we had attain¬ 
ed this precarious seat out in 
Space, we considered the huge 
expanse of ocean below that 
our aircraft daily traverse. 
Before our descent, we had 
translated some of our mileage 
figures into the distance equi¬ 
valents over the Pacific’s 
nearest rival, the Atlantic... 
to discover: 

When a Consairway plane 
returns to Fairfield, it has 
made a round-trip journey 
equal to SIX crossings of the 
Atlantic from New York to the 
British Isles'. 

On the basis of 863,592 
foreign plane miles flown in 
November, say, we could have 
flown the Atlantic 320 times 
in our eleven operating planes 
during that month. For good 
measure, we can figure the out¬ 
fit has flown the equivalent 
of 5635 Atlantic crossings 
since its beginning. 

Next week--”How many trips 
to the Moon?”.. 
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The Club still has some 
hangovers in•the way of expen¬ 
ses incurred during the re¬ 
modeling-and some of said 

remodeling is still unfinished 
due to the financial condition 
or lack of it. 

During December only 63 
of the 156 members paid their 
dues. The Club can not con¬ 
tinue to operate unless a lar¬ 
ger percentage of the members 

pay their dues regularly- 

accent on the last word. 

We now have, or will have 
when the rent is due on Janu¬ 
ary 5th, $273 in unpaid bills. 
All members are urged to pay 
their January fees this week. 
If you are not planning on at¬ 
tending this Saturday night, 
when dues may be paid at the 
door, please pay them now at 
either Bob Mann’s or Ed Jones’ 
offices. 

A complete financial 
statement covering 1944 will 
appear on the company bulletin 
board sometime this week. 

\ 56 ^ 

Had they known about the 
Fairfield departure of Consair¬ 
way aircraft #586 on Christmas 
day, 311,456 American service¬ 
men in the lonely reaches of 
the South Pacific would have 
been following its speedy pro¬ 
gress down the line with the 
greatest of eagerness. For 
each of that number, it may 
well have had a bulky letter 
aboard. 

Ship #586 carried a record- 
breaking payload.... this aver¬ 
aged, on all legs en route to 
the western terminal, 9733 
pounds! 0 
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Poor, poor Smothers! Ail 
night long he suffered because 
his tootsies were killing him. 

Then he saw the light-He 

noticed his hoots were on the 
wrong feet! 

Everybody is pleased to 
hear that the blessed event in 
the Me Fariin manse is a girl. 
’Specially Mac. It looks as 
though he (and the new living 
room rug) can stay now. 

Hank and Silkett defied 
a±i laws of mechanics,- gravity 
and atmospheric pressure this 
week when they drove to work 
in the ’’General Motors Night-- 
mare". There's a long story 
behind it an, but to phrase 
it briefly---’tch, ten*. 

Carl Eckiund is having a 
fling at social life during 
the holiday season, and from 
ail indications he is enjoying 

ito 

George Lam is doing a 
fine job of recovering from 
his recent operation...and we 
hope to have him back with us 
soon. (Ed. note: His loveiy 
wife, Elmira, wants us to con¬ 
vey George's thanks to an of 
his many. Consairway friends 
who have been visiting him at 
the Vallejo hospital and to 
those who have been sending 
him gifts and wen-wishes.) 

From an reports we have 
some engine run specialists in 
the making. Les Coan can real¬ 
ly "hone 'em out", but Bakke 
is running him competition. 

Jack Morin and his prod¬ 
igy* Wimpy, did a spectacular 
job of "gas bagging"New Year's 
Eve. 


Larry Zygmunt has the per¬ 
fect solution for that "hazy" 
feeling: Recline comfortably 

on the floor at the Consairway 
Club and gently but firmiy 
pour a bowl of ice water on 
your head. How 'bout that, 
Larry? 

Murray decided to start 
the New Year right by putting 
in a little overtime Monday, 
Then too, he needs the money 
to pay his income tax. 

Joe Wilshire has'realized 
where the California haven is, 
so he moved to Vacaville last 
week. Joe is in good hands 

with " Pa" Wimpy looking after 
him. 

Maintenance - Material 
Dinner* Proves Bit... 

Some thirty members from 
the foremen's and supervisory 
ranks of the Maintenance and 
Material departments attended 
a dinner at the Waterman Park 
Community Center's private 
dining room last Friday even¬ 
ing. 

The affair, at which re¬ 
freshments were served, was 
termed by those present as an 
unqualified success. More are 
scheduled for the future. 

During the evening’s 
course, the Consairwayite lead¬ 
ers heard a message from Con- 
vair President Harry Woodhead 
and then a talk from Div. Mgr. 
Dick Mitchell who praised the 
Maintenance and Material de¬ 
partments for their splendid 
work. His thanks were second¬ 
ed by department chiefs Herbie 
Jewell and Gil Gooch. A ser¬ 
ies of spontaneous expressions 
of faith in the organization 
were made by many of those in 
attendance. 
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Beware * ,. * 


Now warning seats on the 
left are D. Mefford and W. 
Quinby who have been promoted 
to Captains on the run 0 

Also in a position for 
congratulations are Jo M. . 
Dillon and F. E 0 Birkman newly 
made Captains on shakedowns. 
To them will be given the priv¬ 
ilege of framing or disposing 
as they wish their yellow co¬ 
pilot tags. 


A trip to Nashville is on 
the schedules of L» Hassler, 
CoWo Haiiinan, and R.G. Hauffo 
They will pick up the third of 
the LB-30 conversions and re¬ 
turn it to Fairfieldo 


Through interdepartmental 
transfers. Navigation has 
gained several new members.... 
Trading earphones for octants 
are V. Lo Phillips and Hal D. 
Simpsono E. M 0 Massey, former 
flight engineer, joins them. 

New to the radio section 
of Operations are C. S 0 Sim¬ 
mons and Ho Cookson 0 


Convair research engineers 
have devised a new ’’flight con¬ 
trol indicator” which, it is 
claimed, should make airplanes 
of the future easier to fly. 

Purpose of the new instru¬ 
ment is to indicate the”muscie 
power” exerted by the pilot on 
the controls of an airplane in 
flight. 

Before this instrument 
was developed, it was diffi¬ 
cult for aeronautical engin¬ 
eers to ascertain how easily 
a new airplane could be flown 
because they had to base their 
calculations upon the react¬ 
ions of test pilots-most of 

whom are too muscular to exper¬ 
ience the fatigue that might 
be suffered by other pilots. 

The instrument consists 
of three parts—an indicator 
box, a specially designed con¬ 
trol wheel, and two rudder 
cable tensiometers. Tiny 

electrical strain gages within 
the control wheel, and connec¬ 
ted with the rudder cable ten¬ 
siometers, measure the control 
forces applied by the pilot, 
causing dials in the indicator 
box to register accordingly. 
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Wartime production of mil¬ 
itary and naval aircraft by 
Consolidated Vultee since 
Pearl Harbor has now reached a 
total of 30,159 airplanes and 
equivalent spares, Harry Wood- 
head, President, revealed to¬ 
day « 

At Convair’s eleven man¬ 
ufacturing divisions a total 
of 14 different types of air¬ 
craft ranging from the small 
Sentinel "Flying Jeep" liaison 
plane to the giant "Dominator" 
B-32 were in production during 
1944. 

Of the 9,387 planes and 
equivalent spares delivered by 
the company during the year, a 
total of 5120 were heavy bomb¬ 
ers and transports, including 
4074 Liberator B-24’s. 

Until recently, product¬ 
ion was centered on the B-24; 
however, the Dominator B-32 
bomber now ranks as one of the 
company’s major projects,. 

On June i2, the San Diego 
DiVo passed an important mile¬ 
stone in its history when the 
5000 th B-24 to be built at 
that plant roiled from the line 
On Augo 1, the WPB announ¬ 
ced that the SanDiego and Fort 
Worth plants held the two top 
positions in the U.S. for ef¬ 
ficient production of heavy 
bombers 0 

On Sept. 5 came the an¬ 
nouncement that Convair deliv¬ 
ered 29o5 percent of an heavy 
bombers produced in this coun¬ 
try for Allied military needs 
in the six month period which 
ended June 30. 

More Liberator type planes 
were in action during the year 
than all other American built 
heavies combined, Woodhead con¬ 
cluded o 


. rflus 

Vltonfc twrtabit.. 

Beginning with the first 
pay checks received this year, 
most Convair employes will 
find increased income tax de¬ 
ductions going to Uncie Sam, 

This increase in tax with¬ 
holding is in accordance with 
Washington’s attempt to elimi¬ 
nate the filing of complicated 
income tax returns by the av¬ 
erage taxpayer, but at the 
same time to collect the funds 
required to run the Government 

Hourly employes will find 
the new tax withholdings first 
affecting their pay checks for 
the week ending December 31, 
to be paid on Saturday,January 
6, with flat-salary employes 
finding their checks first 
affected for the payroll per¬ 
iod ending January 15, 1945. 

The method of withholding 
to be followed at our division 
will be the wage-bracket or 
table method which was design¬ 
ed by the Government to pro¬ 
vide income tax deductions 
approximately equal to the ac¬ 
tual tax liability required to 
be paid by employes earning 
less than $5000. a year, who 
do not have outside earnings 
of more than $100, and whose 
deductible expenses do not 
exceed 10 % of their earnings. 

Employes having outside 
earnings, earnings in excess 
of $5000, or deductions in ex¬ 
cess of 10 % of their earnings 
will be required to determine 
their additional tax liability 
or refund to which they will 
be entitled by filing regular 
income tax returns. 
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1945 will be the most im¬ 
portant and significant year 
in the history of internation¬ 
al air transport. With the 
probable exception of Russia, 
the world *3 principal airline 
operating countries will ail 
crystalize their policies and 
set up the machinery and or¬ 
ganizations necessary to put 
them into postwar commercial 
business. 

Many countries will en¬ 
deavor to prove military need 
to justify the allocation of 
four-engine equipment destined 
primarily for potential com¬ 
mercial operations. In the U. 
S., the agreements reached at 
Chicago will have to be accept¬ 
ed by Congress; the C.A.B. 
will award world routes to 
domestic carriers, and, after 
reference to the interim in¬ 
ternational air organization, 
the State Department will do a 
lot of paper work to make ev¬ 
erything official. 

Most of the activity lead¬ 
ing up to the actual granting 
of routes will consist of bar¬ 
gaining and other manifesta¬ 
tions of international politics 
and wiii take place behind the 
scenes. First and most impor¬ 
tant step, however, wiii be 
for each country first to 
reach and then to announce a 
positive policy. In the U.S.A. 
for instance, we assume that 
we will stand for free enter¬ 
prise and not for a chosen in¬ 
strument. No positive offic¬ 
ial statement has ever been 
made to this effect, however, 
and there are strong groups 
who oppose it. 

****************************** 


The A.T.C. and N.A.T.3. 
began the new year by becoming 
available for the transporta¬ 
tion of civilians, whose trav¬ 
el has been certified by the 
State Department as in the 
national interest, on a pay 
basis of approximately 12 
cents a mile. 

****************************** 

A member of the Massachu¬ 
setts legislature has proposed 
a bill calling for the con¬ 
struction at Boston of two 
steamship piers to be equipped 
with roof-top landing facil¬ 
ities for helicopters. 

****************************** 

The C.A.B, is about to 
ask the airlines to show cause 
why their passenger rates 
should not be reduced. Feeling 
that such a reduction would 
serve to stimulate travel and 
further complicate the present 
situation, however, the O.D.T. 
will probably enter a stiff 
objection to such action being 
taken at this time, 

****************************** 

In a brief filed in the 
C.A.B,’s North Atlantic hear¬ 
ings, the Authority’s public 
counsel recommends that the 
four transatlantic routes or¬ 
iginally proposed be awarded 
two and two to Pan-American 
and American Airlines "Or a 
company controlled by American" 
Public counsel also modified 
the proposed routes so as to 
conform with what appear to be 
presently obtainable in the 
light of developments at the 
Int’l. Civil Aviation Confer¬ 
ence. 
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Several Assistant Foremen 
have been named in the past 
week, Troy Rouiand will worry 
over Equipment and Hangar Main¬ 
tenance; George Draper is con¬ 
cerned with the Parts, Plan¬ 
ning and Processing Group; and 
A1 Lonstrom is upped in the 
Ship’s Equipment section 0 

Fred Houser takes his 
place on Hembree’s engine crew 
as Assistant Crew Chief 0 


Source for pride in the 
department of late is the new 
"trackless train" 0 0 <><>»,a huge 
gas truck and trailer, Its 
companion is a new oil trucko 


According to Herbie, "Over¬ 
haul activities may be held up 
temporarily because, to Ken 
Pedler’s dismay, scheduled op¬ 
erations prevent a special 
mission to pick him up down 
souf»"o 


They’re telling about 
Herb Kraft’s can from the 
loading platform. Maintenance 
answered his plea for a tug by 
sending down pronto; one tug, 
a tow rope, a tow bar, two men. 
No LB-30 awaited them, 0 ooOnly 
a slightly red HoKraft whose 
safe return to the hangar was 
assured by an the equipment. 


The department is happy 
to greet new employes R 0 So 
Anis, Wo J, Alonzo , Ro M, 
Champlain, M, H 0 Toinni and 
Yo Wo Collins. 



While not jammed to the 
extent that it was on Christ¬ 
mas weekend’s party, the Club 
nevertheless last Saturday re¬ 
peated m quantity and quality 
of entertainment for New Year 
ceiebrants 0 

The party proved a pleas¬ 
antly strenuous one and the 
revelry was heightened, if pos¬ 
sible, with the arrival short¬ 
ly after midnight of the swing 
shift group which locked the 
battered doors at a pre-dawn 
hour» 
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100 U-S. Hawaii Flight5 
on log lor Jackson* % % 

Captain Rod Jackson, when 
he returns from the trip on 
which he departed yesterday, 
win chalk up the figure lOO 
in his log after a notation: 
”U.S.'—Hawaii crossings”. 

With a record of more 
trips down the run than any 
other Consalrway Captain, Rod 
is now completing his 73rd 
flight between terminals. 

In the journeys over some 
600,0UU miles of Pacific ter¬ 
ritory since he took his first 
departure, a PBY delivery, in 
August, iy4l, he has had as 
his destination five widely 
separated terminals....in some 
respects, they tell the story 
of the war’s progress—from 
Hawaii to Manila to Brisbane 
to Lae to the present far west¬ 
ern base. 

New Flying Clubs 
15 Members Meeb 

Since the Flight Deck car¬ 
ried announcement of the organ¬ 
ization of Consairway’s first 
flying club a week or two ago, 
the club’s membership list has 
swollen from three to fifteen. 

Last Saturday evening, 
the members gathered at the 
Community Center to discuss 
pertinent matters. Member¬ 
ship fees were paid in full, 
J"oe Calton was elected Treas¬ 
urer, and the group voted to 
purchase either an Interstate 
or Piper Cub. These light 
craft won over a Fairchild be¬ 
cause, according to a represen¬ 
tative, the majority preferred 
a primary type to what they 
considered a secondary phase 
craft. Of the fifteen members 
only Strieker, Bybee and Kry- 
der have either private or 
commercial licenses. 

Purchase of the ciub’s 
aircraft is now being negotia¬ 
ted and likely airport bases 
are being considered. 


(Xbou3c 

Co ns airway awaits 
Completion of Hangar* 

On the cover, an airy net¬ 
work of girders forming the 
roof of Consairway’s new hang¬ 
ar make a pattern of steel 
against the sky. Under the 
hurried ministrations of the 
hard-working construction firm, 
the structure’s skeleton is 
rapidly rising to its towering 
height and, when the corruga¬ 
ted metal skin is added,should 
open its doors for use within 
not too long a time. 

The hangar, a pre-fabri- 
cated affair originally des¬ 
tined for service overseas, 
will have interior dimensions 
of 160 feet by 200 feet. Two 
twenty foot lean-to’s on its 
sides bring the overall dimen¬ 
sions to 220 feet by 200. If 
necessary, this large space 
can accomodate up to half a 
dozen of our aircraft simul¬ 
taneously. 

Into the new building 
move the Sheet Metal Shop, 
Paint Shop, Control Shop and 
Hydraulic Shop. It will be 
completely steam-heated, and 
contain lavatories and locker 
facilities. 

Already completed, its 
companion shop building now 
houses Upholstery, Electrical, 
Building and Equipment Main¬ 
tenance, the Planning and Pro¬ 
cessing Group. 

When the program is well 
enough along to permit it, the 
present hangar will receive as 
new tenants the Industrial Re¬ 
lations Department, Cashier 
and Treasurer, and a projected 
Employes’ Store. The Account¬ 
ing Department win then re¬ 
ciprocate by taking over the 
latter’s earlier home. 







Consairway Seeks 
Employes and Homes 

With a healthy expansion 
of activities looming immedi¬ 
ately ahead of it, Consairway 
is now engaging in a two-fold 
employee program designed to 
obtain new workers and to bet¬ 
ter accomodate in living facil¬ 
ities some already on the Job 
at Fairfield. 

On the waiting list for 
housing units today are half 
a hundred employes who, for 
occupational reasons must live 
close to the base. An intens¬ 
ive effort to obtain units for 
these is being made. For this 
reason,it is hoped that flight 
crew members in the Fairfield 
and Vacaville projects whose 
daily attendance here at the 
base is not required will con¬ 
sider the prospect of moving 
to adjacent cities, thus open¬ 
ing additional units.There are 
some thirty such flight men in 
T.D.U.'s. Those willing to 


move are asked to list their 
names with Industrial Relations 
which now is searching for 
new living quarters nearby. 

Bus transportation between 
the base and Sacramento is be¬ 
ing arranged and should start 
Jan. 29. Consairway specials 
on which employes will rate a 
priority are to leave Sacra¬ 
mento daily at 5:45 a.m. and 
10:45 p.m., arriving here at 
6:50 a.m. and n:50 p.m. Re¬ 
turn schedules are set for 
base departure at 7:20 a.m. 
and 4:10 p.m. Round-trip cost 
will be 70p. Usual bus sched¬ 
ules, without priority, will 
of course be available from 
Sacramento—San Francisco. 

Meanwhile, the recruit¬ 
ment program will commence in 
Sacramento Jan. 2i with large 
scale advertising in press and 
radio. Applicants will be in¬ 
terviewed at the 14 th and I 
street U.S.E.S. Most eagerly 

sought are employes whose 
housing problems are already 
solved. 



The plane has been serviced and 
sent back...it's time for a pick-up 
before mess-call. Here, in what un¬ 
fortunately proved to be a double- 

exposed picture of their club. 

unless the center couple really do 
have transparent noggins..are, left 
to right: M. N. Westwood, W. C. 
Buff, F. F. Kinnings, F. E. Coble, 
C. D. Wirt, H. B. Morrow, F. G. 
Dahms, P. L. Sullivan, and S. M. 
Mhoon, Jr. 


Nine Consairway men sta¬ 
tioned at an isle west of New 
Guinea line up for tneir "pit- 
cnur" before 8500-hour veteran 
#594. Left to right they are: 
J. W. Brown, G. T. Barker, T. 
Taylor, R. W. Walker, R. A. 
Lambert, G. 0. Foust, F. E. 
Coble, F.F. Kinnings and M. N. 
Westwood. 
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(Ed. Note s This on-the-scene 
report of another phenomenal 
Gonsairway ’first* comes to us 
from an anonymous flight man 
who signs himself ”Ye Travel¬ 
ling Correspondent"...) 

"Believe it or not (with 
apologies to Ripley), Consair- 
way, represented by one of its 
crews, was factually first in¬ 
to the year 1945. Captain 
Paul Blackman, astride old 
battler 976, pushed his sturdy 
steed across the International ■ 
Date Line where the new day 
starts, at the stroke of mid¬ 
night. 

The navigator double- 
checked the mirage in his cry¬ 
stal ball against the contor¬ 
tions of his Ouiji Board in 
obtaining an exact fix. 

Due to wartime restrict¬ 
ions, the precise point of 
crossing into the New Year 
will have to remain buried in 
military archives until resur¬ 
rected by future historians. 
Quick, Henry..The Time Capsulel 

The remainder of Captain 
Blackman’s crew: Co-pilot A.A. 
Hyde, Navigator J. A. Searles, 
Radio Operator F. S. Matthews, 
and Flight Engineer J. F. 
Quirk. 

lawr changes Flight Checks 

The Division Controller’s 
office has advised that in 
order to comply with the pro¬ 
visions of the new 1945 with¬ 
holding Tax law it will be 
necessary to change the method 
of computing taxes on flight 
bonus checks. 

A letter to all flight 
personnel, explaining the new 
method, is being prepared and 
will be distributed through 
the office of Ed Jones. 

It is suggested that all 
flight personnel study the 
contents of this letter so 
they will be familiar with the 
new method to be used begin¬ 
ning with checks issued Jan¬ 
uary 16, 1945. 


IDEAS *0U ilp'Zooo extra 

iVAVy UBS COR CONVAIK 

Suggestions made by em¬ 
ployes of Convair to speed pro¬ 
duction saved enough man-hours 
in 1944 to send the equivalent 
of 2000 Navy Liberators out to 
battle the Japs in the South 
Pacific, company officials an- , 
nounced today. 

Figures compiled from the 
thirteen divisions reveal that 
of the 31,000 proposals sub¬ 
mitted by employes, 8500 were 
adopted for use throughout the 
plants. These ideas saved the 
corporation more than 16,000, 

000 manhours during the twelve 
month period just ended. Awards 
of $110,520 were given to the 
3800 employes whose suggest¬ 
ions were accepted. 

Suggestions totalling more 
than 850 adopted at San Diego 
saved approximately 824,000 
man hours. Fort Worth was 

second with total savings of 
more than 463,000 man-hours 
through 597 suggestions. 

The 1600 cost improvements 
submitted by supervisory per¬ 
sonnel at the San Diego plants 
saved more than $8,000,000. 

In second place, Vultee Field 
division listed 725 proposals 
adopted and a savings of more 
than $3,000,000. 

&€»%> INSURED 

A total of 80.39 per cent 
of the employes of the Consair- 
way division of Consolidated 
Vultee are participating in 
the company’s group insurance 
plan, a report released today 
revealed. 

A total of 664 employes 
here hold policies aggregating 
$3,039,375 in life insurance 
and $18,968 in disability in¬ 
surance, the report showed. 

More than 75 per cent of 
Convair’s employes are partic¬ 
ipating in the plan and have a 
total of $187,121,250 in life 
insurance and $1,383,329 in 
disability insurance. 




Personnelities 

by Topsy 

Have you noticed how ela¬ 
ted Wayne and Ruby Grubb have 
been lately? It’s all because 
of the little visitor who came 
to their house last week. The 
little one weighs five pounds 
and four ounces, and has been 
named "Butch”. Congratulations 
It isn't everyone that can 
find such a nice little pup. 

Anyone wishing information 
on women's fashions, full- 
blooded Indians, love affairs, 
how to win and annoy friends, 
and costume jewelry....consult 
L. A. Kopf (The electrician 
with cur±s.) 

We an sympathize with 
Boone who is struggling with 
the mumps. I wonder who will 
be next?? Mildred complained 
about a sore throat Monday 
night. 


Ask Margie Hopkins to ten 
you about the Christmas pres¬ 
ent from Harry Brenner. 

The giris on second shift 
have labeled Johnny Alves as 
"The boy with the million dol¬ 
lar smile.” 

According to Co-pilot 
Freddie Miller, there is noth¬ 
ing quite so nourishing as 
Gerber’s strained prunes and 
carrots. To quote: "You too 
can be successful if you eat 
delicious, wholesome baby food 
when flying” Unquote. 

Did you know that Howard 
Mers is known to many of his 
friends as "Hardrock”. It 
seems to be an abbreviation of 
”Got lots o' money, runaround 
Mers”. The things wives tell 
on their husbands.'! I 

It looks as though Hembree 
isn’t going to let Lam get 
ahead of him. Hurry back, 

Hembree. 



- - - - From THE LOG 





























B*29 Raids aided by 
Convair* Craft: C* IO 9 

Ever heard of the C-109? 
Until last week, few Convair 
employes listed this ship as 
a product of their company 0 
Now the ATSC has revealed that 
the C-109, a converted B-24, 
was the first aerial fuel tan¬ 
ker of the ware 

Foreseeing the need for 
greater amounts of gasoline 
when the B-29 would go into 
operation, the AAF prepared 
early for the future. In Sept¬ 
ember, 1943, ten months before 
the first B-29 raid on Japan, 
Wright Field received instruc¬ 
tions to explore the possibil¬ 
ity of converting one of cur 
largest planes into an aerial 
fuel tanker. The B-24 was se¬ 
lected for its great load¬ 
carrying capacity. 

The experimental plane, 
the XC-109, was completely 
modified by October, 1943. 

While no major structural 
changes had to be made, the 
question of weight balance and 
distribution was of paramount 
importance. The system of 
fuel tanks installed permitted 
the plane to tap all of the 
gasoline cargo (several thous¬ 
and pounds) for its own use, 
giving it the longest flying 
range of any airplane in the 
world. Defueling apparatus 
was also installed which could 
pump out 2900 gallons in one 
hour, either into another 
plane for direct plane-to- 
plane refueling or into drums 
and storage tanks. 

With final tests completed, 
the G-109 was sent to the CBI 
theater. Without a sufficient 
supply of gasoline, the Super¬ 
forts had to haul their own 
supply over the hump, building 
up a reserve for each raid.... 
this explains the interval of 
more than 2 weeks between 
raids when the B-29’s first 
went into operations. 

C-109’s now are proving 
invaluable as helpmates. 


/Magazine -tells of 
Hiillips "PisGOveiy" 

All Consairwayites who 
have known him, and Flight 
Deck in particular, are glad 
to observe the success of an 
old friend......Paul Phillips, 

who, until his departure from 
Fairfield some months ago for 
the Navy, labored days over a 
Link '’Crab’* and nights over a 
drawing board in his dorm room. 
In the December issue of AIR 
TRANSPORT is reproduced his 
famed cartoon of the "Follow 
Me” jeep at the base here that 
takes off before a pursuing 
LB-30. Above this is the fol¬ 
lowing editorial plug: 

"Scholer Bangs, our Pacific 
Coast editor, whom Ralph Damon 
Bill Littlewood and Glenn L. 
Martin have cited as being 
very much on the job when they 
have visited the West Coast, 
discovered our new cartoonist. 

”We are- the first, except 
for the Consairway house organ, 
to publish the work of Paul 
Phillips. Paul, now in the 

Navy, was Consairway’s Link 
instructor at Fairfield, Cal., 
and drew his cartoons directly 
on mimeograph stencils. These 
recent cartoons he has redone 
for us. 

”We hope to have more of 
his work, the first of which 
appeared in our October issue, 
which we think you will like 
for his ideas, which appealed 
to Consairway flight crews, 
mechanics, Scholer Bangs and 
ourselves as we believe they 
will to you”. 

Bulletin Board 

Wanted; A RADIO: 

Any kind, form, or 
fashion. Also, a small 
book case, magazine rack 
or small end table. 

Ruby Lambert, Payroll Dept., 

Phone # 221 
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BULLETIN BOARD 


S«t. SEXTON 
SAVS SO LONG,.. 



”What’s on for chow?” 

”How many days y’ave off last trip?” 
’’Anything lined up in Sac?” 

"Whyn’t we get together when we’re 
in this time?” 

”Ta got my phone?” 


OH Gov, ain't THIS 

1 A uj t-o. r —— 


LOOK.,AAOE, THIS OOE-J GETTER 
UP HERE J T -jo- 


WE WANT ASTRO DOMES 
~2_ UK6 THIS j - 


''LOOK. HOW NVO'C-H SETTER < 
A BlCrG-Eft. HATCH U^OUU.Q^Be 


* well, you vvanteo TP 
CURE THIS GAS CAP LEAK 
didn’t you *? 


HEy^hnoe ; LOOK i PI*£D 
.THIS WINDOW 50 TOO 
CAM OPEN IT J ,_ 


Suggested Stock Conversa¬ 
tion for the new employee upon 
running into another flight 
member en route overseas j 
"H iya—er ah—Mac, Just get in?” 
’’Just going out?” 

’’Going North?” 

- ’’Going South?” 

. ’’Who ya with?” 

- ”What plane did ya bring in?” 

”How many days ya out?” 

’’What’s the latest from Fairfield?” 
’’What’s yer total flight time?" 
’’Howsa ship?” 


S/Sgto Tommy Sexton of 
the Army Liaison office has 
been transferred to new duties 
He is scheduled to undergo 
flight traffic clerk training, 
’’This should keep me in touch 
with the fellows and girls at 
Consairway, anyhow,” Tom said, 
"I want to express to 
them as best I can my regret 
at leaving the hangar.,.and to 
tell them that I appreciate 
the friendship they always ex¬ 
tended me. They’re a swell 
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There is considerable ar¬ 
gument and uncertainty as to 
whether the documents signed 
at the International Civil Av¬ 
iation Conference are to be 
classified as Executive Agree¬ 
ments or Treatieso This may 
sound inconsequential, but an 
important time factor is in¬ 
volved since executive agree¬ 
ments become effective as soon 
as signed by the President, 
and treaties have no force or 
effect until ratified by Con¬ 
gress (after customary debate 
and confusion 0 ) 

All four documents are 
understood to be under study 
at the White House and as many 
as possible, probably three, 
will be declared executive 
agreementso When this point 

is settled, the State Depart¬ 
ment will make its official 
report on the Chicago Confer¬ 
ence to the Senate Foreign 
Affairs Committee, and the 
latter will then have the job 
of getting Congress to ratify 
the permanent Aviation Conven¬ 
tion, the fourth document, 
with the least possible delay 
and changeo When similar ac¬ 
tion has been taken by the 
other 53 governments concerned 
we can get down to the busi¬ 
ness of apportioning routes 
and flying them 0 

Bilateral deals between 
the U 0 So and Iceland, Norway, 
Portugal, Greece, Ireland and 
Turkey are now being negotia¬ 
ted to provide reciprocal land¬ 
ing rights for commercial air- 
lineSo These deals will be 

without significance, however, 
unless agreements are also 

reached-and reached soon- 

with Great Britain and France 
who together control the main 
European traffic centers 0 

* * % * 3|ofc 5|c ^ If. * * 5^ * 3^. * * * jjc * * * If. Sfc ^ 


Some sixty-odd bills af¬ 
fecting aviation have so far 
been introduced into Congress 0 
They have to do with about 
everything from airmail rates 
to legislation reorganizing 
the CoAoBo and CoAoAo, and the 
establishment of a West Point 
of the air 0 

Most interest is attached 
to HR-674, the new Lea bill 
designed to replace the Civil 
Aeronautics Act of 1938 0 Rep„ 
Lea’s 1944 bill died in the 
House Rules Committee as the 
result of a violent intra-in¬ 
dustry scrapo 

^**************************** 

The State Department has 
set up a special priority sys¬ 
tem for handling non-military 
passenger and cargo traffic 
on AoToCo and N.AoToSo air- 
crafto Applications for space 
are handled in this country by 
the regional offices of the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce or by the passport 
agencies, and abroad by TJ 0 So 
consulates and embassies 0 

*************** * ** **** ******** 

Domestic airmail has been 
so heavy during the last three 
years that the Post Office De¬ 
partment’s 28-year old deficit 
will be wiped out when this 
fiscal year ends on June 30th o 

****************************** 

Eo Po Warner, CoA„Bo mem¬ 
ber, states that an internat¬ 
ional airworthiness code cov¬ 
ering an aircraft engaged in 
global travel will be formula¬ 
ted within five years 0 Ex¬ 
change of views and data at 
Chicago brought nearly unani¬ 
mous reactions and makes such 
a code possible for the first 
time 0 
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Some headway is being made 
in Consairway’s simultaneous 
attach: on the two problems of 
additional housing and more 
employes, it is reported 0 

Serious, individual cases 
of housing shortages among 
maintenance personnel who must 
live in proximity to the air 
base are siowiy being relieved 
thorough the turnover of FFHA 
units in Waterman Park and 
Vaca Vaiiey Acres projects,, 
The condition here, however, 
still is very critical,, 

Designed to assist flight 
personnel who may be willing 
to move from .this area to 
homes in outlying towns and 
thus open more local accomo¬ 
dations to other employes, 
Flight Deck henceforth will 
list in its columns addresses 
and pertinent information con¬ 
cerning an available housing 
elsewhereo 

In addition, a bulletin 
board with such information 
will be placed at the Flight 
Dispatch office and posted 
reguiany with the latest 
leads o 

Advertisements are pres¬ 
ently appearing in Sacramento 
and other surrounding commun¬ 
ities o They seek both housing 
and new employes„ In Sacra¬ 
mento an attractive display 
appeal for job applicants has 
been placed in the windows of 
a * prominent department storeo 
Results, thus far, appear 
quite promising,, 

Ain. park 

Consairwayite operators of 
the Fairfield Air Park have re¬ 
ceived news from the Oakland 
CAA that their application for 
designation of the Air Park 
has been forwarded to the CAA’s 
regional office for action,, 

Before an answer can be 
expected, a lapse of approxima¬ 
tely thirty days win occur,. 


DlfrEST OF THE HEVtf 
BUS SCHEDULES (MAYBE) 


The inauguration of a new 
Pacific Greyhound bus service 
for personnel traveling to and 
from the base went into effect 
yesterday 0 The new buses will 
replace the former GI bus 
service to and from Fairfield 
and Vacaville, and the Grey¬ 
hound lines will operate daily 
runs from the base to San Fran¬ 
cisco and Sacramentoo 

The one-way fare to Fair- 
field or Vacaville win be 15 
cents, 25 cents round-tnp 0 
Buses . to the base from Fair- 
field will leave the station 
opposite the U„SoOo every hour 
starting at 6 a 0 m„, and con¬ 
tinuing to 2:20 a„m<, Houriy 
service win aiso be provided 
to Fairfield from the base, 
commencing at 5:30 a„m 0 and 
continuing to 2:50 a„m 0 

First bus to leave Vacavine 
is at 6:10 a„m 0 Others follow 
at 6:51, 7:15, 10:51 a 0 m 0 and 

at more than hourly intervals 
thru the day„ Returning to 
Vacavine from the base, they 
run almost hourly, with sev¬ 
eral set for departures at 3: 
40 p.m., 4:15, 4:40, and 5;40. 

Many buses will give direct 
service each day from the base 
to San Franciscoo The first 
win depart here at 6:40 a„m<, 
All of these through schedu¬ 
les m each direction wnl con¬ 
nect at Vanejo with schedules 
to and from Oakland„ 

The present service that 
the Greyhound lines operate 
through Fairfield will make 
connections with the hew shut¬ 
tle buses to operate from the 
base to Fairfieido 

Greyhound tickets win go 
on saie this week at the mam 
PX and at PX Branch no„ 1 in 
Squadron B, which win be the 
oniy two stops where the buses 
win pick up passengerso 






COnVAIR AIDS tn 
MERCY FLI&RT . 


OO&onxV \^C fcttWC.... 


Specialists at the Univ¬ 
ersity of California hospital 
in San Francisco today are mov¬ 
ing to check: a strange malady 
which is causing blindness and 
threatening to take the life 
of Mrs. R 0 Miiler, 19-year-old 
wife of an experimental depart¬ 
ment employee at Convair in 
San Diego. 

A Convair flight crew and 
Liberator' transport turned 
angels of mercy late last week 
and bore Mrs, Miller, who has 
been losing her sight since 
she gave birth to a son li 
weeks ago, and her husband to 
San Francisco when her San 
Diego physician said that im¬ 
mediate diagnosis by the Gate 
City specialists was her only 
chance for life. 

Seats on one side of the 
large transport, provided by 
the company, were removed to 
permit space for her stretcher. 
Aboard the plane to administer 
to Mrs. Miller’s comfort were 
Dr, A. C, Dick, Convair medi¬ 
cal Director and Nurse Gladys 
Guhl of the company’s medical 
department. 

The plane, piloted by 
Capt. A. W. Esten and Capt. E. 
W. Dyer, took off from Lind¬ 
bergh at li:30 p.m. and arriv¬ 
ed at the Oakland Navy Air 
Field at 2:20 a.m. where an 
ambulance awaited her arrival. 
The young mother rested during 
the entire journey, but her 
husband showed signs of fatigue 
from his long vigil. He sat 
beside his wife and whispered 
words of encouragement during 
the night flight. 

When Miller joined his 
wife m the ambulance at Oak¬ 
land, he paused long enough to 
graps the hands of others who 
made the trip."This afternoon, 

I had given up hope,’’ he said, 
"but Convair officials and em¬ 
ployes have given us a renewed 
faith. I can never thank ev¬ 
eryone too much for coming to 
our aid." 


As the fury on the world 
battiefronts rises to new 
heights, the call for life-re¬ 
turning blood grows stronger 
and stronger. The answer to 
that call from the American 
fighting men overseas is only 
as far as Suisun. 

There at a Red Cross Blood 
Bank, stationed by the Wednes¬ 
day Club, a hundred and fifty 
Consairway employes will this 
Monday and Tuesday respond to 
the call. 

Many of them will be mo¬ 
tivated by the almost daily 
sight of ambulance planes ar¬ 
riving with loads of casualties, 
men who would have died by now 
had it not been for the living 
gift of blood from other Amer¬ 
icans . 

Maintenance employes have 
taken the lead in the current 
donation and invite an other 
Consairwayites to join them in 
the caravan to the Blood Bank. 
The day shift appointment will 
be at 9:30 a.m. on Monday, Jan. 
29th. The Second shift appoint¬ 
ment will be 9:3U a.m. on Tues¬ 
day, the 30th. 

Herb Jewell asks that an 
who can provide cars for trans¬ 
portation to the Bank notify 
him. Accomodations are needed 
for five more car-loads. 
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Will the person who swiped 
Turney’s Ford please can at 
his house on Monday mornings 
and taice his clothes to the 
laundry? He doesn’t mind los¬ 
ing the car, hut he does nice 
clean coverans—anytime after 
eleven a.m. win be convenient. 

As yet, nobody has been 
able to decide whether ’’Zexe” 
comes from Hong Kong or a wolf 
pacjc. He certainly has master¬ 
ed that hangar howl. 

The feud between '’Bag ’0 
Bones” and "Fuddy Duddy” gets 
worse every day. It will soon 
be necessary to hire a doctor 
or Baicice ’ s crew to dress wounds. 

If anyone is interested 
in learning to weld, simpiy 
don a retching sweater and 
slcirt and scurry to the weld¬ 
ing shacic nightly. The man on 
duty win be glad to instruct 
you if you have the necessary 
qualifications. (Leo RanKin 
doesn’t have them.) 

Did you Jcnow that resi¬ 
dents of Los Paios refer to 
L. A. Miller as StinJcy? No 
wonder he didn’t ten us his 
nicicname. 


A few weeks ago Mark 
Smothers remarked that he was 
going to boycott the shoemaker 
in Vacaville. Now he has a 
pair of crutches and a piaster 
foot. Don’t you think you’re 
carrying your threat a bit too 
far, Mark? Monday night, Art 

Thoreen broke his left foot- 

that’s what I’d can keeping 
up with the Joneses. 

We can’t understand why 
A1 Kaelin is no longer satis¬ 
fied with Swing shift-and he 

used to like it so much. 

N. T. Dennis gave a very 
interesting and educational 
demonstration on ”Biscuits” at 
the tool crib Sunday night. 
We were surprised to see how 
feminine he looked in a ruf¬ 
fled apronl 

L. A. Miller is president 
of a Woman Haters Club which 
has been active for three 

years-and our smiling Johnny 

Alves is a prominent member? 

Don’t forget the Swing 
shift weiner roast at the Club 
next Saturday night after work. 
Everybody come and join in the 
fun. ( Dayshifters welcome IF 
they bring their own food.) 






























CAPTAINCY RATINGS GO 
TO C.P. SETILI, J.LFORSTER 


Consairway this week had 
two new Flight Captains and a 
brand new tradition. 

The graduates are Carl 
Setili and John Leiand Forster. 

The tradition is yet to 
be made, it is true, for that 
is the way with such matters. 
However, ex-Co-Pilots Forster 
and Setili carry the question¬ 
able privilege of putting a 
new custom into effect. 

From the Chief of Flight’s 
office comes the memorandum 
that orders new Captains to 
wear their red disks (as used 
on the dispatch board) visibly 
on their left lapeis while 
dressed in civvies. The red 
insignia showing their newiy 
exalted position must be worn 
during the period between their 
checkout as shakedown captains 
and that great day when at last 
they leave for their first 
trip down the run. 

In this several-week per¬ 
iod, any and an Consairway 
employes who discover the new 
Captains without the red tag 
pinned to the lapel of their 
civilian clothes are to guide 
the culprit to the nearest 
libation parlor where he must 
stand a "treat". 


FIVE BOOKS FAVORITES... 

The employes’ library, 
located in the Navigation of¬ 
fice on the field side of the 
hangar, reports that Consair- 
wayites have been making good 
use of its facilities but that 
many more can be accomodated. 

Maintenance men have ex¬ 
hibited the most interest thus 
far. Checked out more often 
than any other books are the 
volumes, "Aircraft Propellers" 
and "Airplane Engine Mechanics 
•Questions and Answers", by 
Rolia Hubbard and Augustin 
Dilworth. 


Flight personnel appear 
to find most interest in "Air¬ 
craft Instruments” by George 
Irvin, "Basic Air Navigation" 
by E. F. Blackburn, and "Long 
Range Flight" by C. H. McIn¬ 
tosh. 

Office personnel need not 
feei neglected in the variety 
of books available for there 
is a wide selection of read¬ 
ing material on geography and 
travel, as well as the funda¬ 
mentals of flying. 

There is, of course, no 
charge for the library’s ser¬ 
vices. 

Flys navy colors .... 

The Navy this week autho¬ 
rized announcement of the de¬ 
velopment of its new patrol 
bomber, the PRIVATEER PB4Y-2 
which has been in production 
at Convair for more than a year 

Beside being one of the 
most heavily armed planes in 
the Naval service, the PRIVA¬ 
TEER carries more equipment 
than any other production model 
known to exist currently. Two 
of 11 crewmen are required to 
operate this special equipment 
in each plane. 

To obtain required fuse¬ 
lage space for new radio and 
detection equipment, which can 
see thru clouds and darkness, 
Convair engineers designed the 
PRIVATEER fuselage so it would 
be more than 7 feet longer 
than the Liberator fuselage. 
To give it sufficient armament 
for long and loneiy patrols , 
on which no fighter protection 
would be available, Convair 
engineers designed 6 power-op¬ 
erated gun turrets into the 
fuselage. Probably the most 
striking feature of the PRIVA¬ 
TEER is the singie-rudder tail 
assembly, whose huge dorsal 
fin rises more than 26 feet 
skyward when the plane is 
parked. 
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This column is in receipt 
of an interesting missive from 
"The Office of Deputy Coordi¬ 
nator to Adjutant for Super¬ 
visor of Ramp Activities by 
Flight Traffic Clerks". It was 
forwarded from the Moana by 
Rod Jackson who now becomes, 
as he requested, " a partly 
fun foreign correspondent for 
'Flight Deck' ". 

Excerpts from the memo, 
signed by K. Whippienoodie, 
2nd Lto, and approved by Ida 
B. Sorry, Corp., WAC, follow: 

"It is recommended that Con- 
sairway west coast terminal be 
transferred from Fairfield to 
the Faranon Islands (off the 
Golden Gate) for the following 
reasons- 

(1) Pay load would be increas¬ 
ed 9l5 lbs by saving the 150 
gallons now required to climb 
from Fairfield to cruising al¬ 
titude over the Faranons 0 At 
$2.00 per pound, 3 departures 
per day, this would represent 
an annual saving of $1,976,000. 

(2) Accuracy of flight fore¬ 
casting would be improved by 
more stable weather conditions 
over the Faranons where heavy 
fog is prevalent throughout 
most of the year, instead of 
an unpredictable part of the 
time...as at Fairfield. 

(3) Feeding large numbers of 
holdover passengers at trans¬ 
ient mess would be obviated by 
dispatching passengers from 
San Francisco to the terminal 
by surfboard and waterwings 
(for use in case of ditching), 
carrying their own C rations. 

(4) Present ground transport¬ 
ation problems and the Fair- 
field housing shortage could 
be eliminated by allowing the 


ground personnel and flight 
personnel to commute to new 
housing centers along the 
coast by ferryboat. 

(5) Present shortage of flight 
navigators could be overcome 
by training seals already in 
residence in large numbers on 
the Faranon Islands. 

Your early acknowledgement 
and compliance are directed 
for the furtherance of the war 
effort and the glorification 
of this office." 


( Signed....K. Whipplenoodie) 


HOW/' 
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We've heard more than a 
mention of the muse-wooing 

abilities credited to Lt. A. 
R. McKelvie, security officer 
at one of our en route islands. 

The Lieutenant, it seems, 
has committed a rhyme against 
Consairway.....and to the tune 
of the Notre Dame fight song, 
will sing it on the least prov¬ 
ocation. The ditty haunted 

Gaptain Bob Moorehead who 

brought it to our attention... 
and we reproduce it here: 
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"Cheer, cheer for Consairway crews. 
They are the best bunch I ever knew. 
As their planes go flying by, 

I know that they win catch your eye. 
Although the odds be great or sman, 
They're on top 'cause they're on 

the ban. 

They're the sons of the Pacific run, 
The pride of the A.T.C.J 

.....Many thanks, Lt. McKelvie. 

But tell us, is there any truth 
to the report that you have 
other lyrics which can be sub¬ 
stituted at a moment's notice ? 







* 


con SRiRuiRy published B y 



THE AIRMEN'S AIRLINE 













to \>e \et W 
tOO \M2,vu wcvVts... 

From Washington last week 
Joe Brent wired, the welcome 
news that the additions to the 
Fairfield housing project had 
been approved and that N. H. A. 
was promptly wiring the neces¬ 
sary instructions to regional 
offices of N.H.A. and F.P.H.A. 

Contacted in San Francis¬ 
co yesterday, the F.P.H.A. re¬ 
ported immediate action was in 
store for house-hungry Consair- 
wayites. The agency is asking 
for construction bids on the 
two hundred additional units 
that will adjoin Waterman Park. 
These win be exclusively for 
tenancy by Consairway and the 
Army. 

As more applicants appear 
at Consairway each day, many 
in response to the program of 
cultivation that has been tak¬ 
ing place m Sacramento, the 
search for more employes con¬ 
tinues . 

This week the window dis¬ 
play, illustrated on the cov¬ 
er of last week’s Flight Deck, 
moves from Sacramento to the 
community of Woodland for a 
short stay. Meanwhile, a Con¬ 
sairway representative is in 
Fresno scouting possibilities 
for a recruitment program 
there. 

In the last couple weeks, 
Consairwayites have welcomed 
as feiiow workers: Mechanics 
R. L. Amen, K. H. Shaaimann, 

C. Dove, W. A. Henderson, B 0 
K. Paxton, G. Skipworth and C. 

W. Churchill. One new mechanic, 
E. N. Carlton,is joined by his 
wife, Mrs. G. Canton, who 
will be a general helper. 

Others are: A. T. Bunker, 

G. E. Dutkiewicz, I, Emanuei, 
and D. C. Glimstad. • 


ft(\o\,Vvev cW\> 

\>e\tv<^ ov^wvxed 
O^exafcxo’ft.s vcvexv 

Composed mostly of Naviga¬ 
tors and with a few represent¬ 
atives from other Operation 
sections, another Consairway 
flying ciub is wen under way 
with organization plans. 

Kerry Coughlin reports 
the group, numbering twenty 
members, has already purchased 
two Interstate craft which 
will be based at a local field. 
The ciub’s activities should 
commence within a month or so 
when weather is more element. 

The aircraft win be 
flown from Montana where they 
have been in service with the 
Army as nasion planes 0 L-6’s, 

they are both equipped with 
a complete set of primary group 
blind flying instruments. 


£o\iet ^ f^KXftS 

On the cover this week is 
presented a preview of the art 
which will adorn a calendar 
now being printed for the or¬ 
ganization. This black and 
white copy fails, of course, 
to capture the coior and real¬ 
ism of the original reproduc¬ 
tions . 

It does, however, furnish 
a hint of the splendid techni¬ 
que employed by artist George 
Mathis who created it. For 
this interpretation of a Con¬ 
sairway Liberator transport 
making a night landing on some 
South Pacific island, George 
used the medium of fuii-coior 
pastel-”just plain old colored 
chaik”, he avers. 






BADMINTON INVITE 


Run For The Levy, Boys! 


Badminton enthusiasts or 
tyros are invited to partici¬ 
pate m a league soon to com¬ 
mence in Fairfield. Engineer¬ 
ing’s A1 Ferguson advises that 
the courts at Armijo High 
School have been procured for 
regular Thursday evening en¬ 
gagements . 

Prospective players are 
asked to report there this 
Thursday at 7 p.m. with rack¬ 
ets and birds. These can be 
purchased at Evans & Pyle if 
you do not already have them. 
Stands and nets will be pro¬ 
vided by the School. Tennis 
shoes are compulsory. 

All Consairway folk are 
urged to turn out and line up 
on mixed teams. 

Income Tax 

Under regulations recently 
issued by the Bureau of Inter¬ 
nal Revenue, husbands and 
wives living in community pro¬ 
perty states (as California) 
and filing their withholding 
receipts as their 1944 tax re¬ 
turn win not have their tax 
figured by the Collector on 
the basis of their combined 
or separate incomes, whichever 
will produce the lower tax. 

For this reason, the 
Treasurer’s office has advised 
that an married employees 
with combined salary earnings 
of $3,000 or more should file 
separate income tax returns on 
the regular government form 
(Form 1040) to keep their tax 
liability at a minimum. 

It is estimated that per¬ 
sons in the $3,000 to $5,000 
brackets who file separate re¬ 
turns under this plan win 
save an average of $20. on 
their income tax. 


No, this is not a picture of 
Manila Bay, nor an atoll in mid- 
Pacific. It is a northern Califor¬ 
nia airdrome...Fairfield Air Park, 
to be exact..during an intermission 
when Jupiter Pluvius was going back 
for another load of rain. Members 
of flying clubs who plan to base 
their operations here have been 
dolefully eyeing the expanse of 
water, undisturbed except for the 
paddling of contented ducks. 

G. W. Greene and Ralph Kassner, 
Consairwaylte operators of the 
"field", are advertising for a sur¬ 
plus PBY. In this, Greene says, 

they plan to establish an amphib¬ 
ious office. If flying ciub members 
are unsuccessful in obtaining floats 
for their craft and have to defer 
plans, at least Greene and Kassner 
can inaugurate a ferry service to 
and from Fairfield. 
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With the A and E classes at 
last underway, certain questions 
regarding the school’s operation 
and requirements have naturally 
arisen. In the following paragraphs 
Chief Flight Engineer L. M. Goodloe 
has attempted to provide some or 
the answers... 

Primarily the school is for 
line maintenance men. These men 
should obtain two things from the 
courses. One is the C.A.A. Aircrart 
and Aircraft Engine Mechanic’s cer¬ 
tification. This is an effort to 
qualify some of the men for higher 
pay scales and permit their certi¬ 
fication under C.A.A. requirements 
for shop personnel as would be 
needed after the war. 

Secondly, the students win be 
helping to enlarge the fund or our 
"know how", always vaiuabie in ex¬ 
pediting our maintenance work. 

"It will be well to remember", 
says Goodloe, "that the greater 
amount of knowledge we gain through 
these studies, that much greater 
will be this organization’s contri¬ 
bution to victory m the Pacific, 
as wen as to an of the organiza¬ 
tion’s members". 

It has been difficult, he states, 
to determine who shan enter the 
Classes first. Many were qualified 
and deserving of the opportunity; 
however, those not in the first or* 
second groups are reminded there 
will be others. The A and E school 
is here to stay. 

The local C. A. A. has approv¬ 
ed the systems and the equipment 
which will be used. The instructor 
also is approved. This means that 
when the instructor has had a stu¬ 
dent under supervision and has de¬ 
termined that the student is ready 
to take the examination, there win 
be no further questioning..except 
for the fining out of necessary 
applications. "For this reason", 


adds Goodloe, "we are asking anyone 
who pians on taking the examination 
with or without the aid of the 
school, to contact the instructor 
first. His advice on your readi-. 
ness is most important, for improp¬ 
er qualification can cause diffi¬ 
culties and even make it harder on 
your fenow workers." 

After the bulk of line main¬ 
tenance men have been thru school 
people from other shops will be en¬ 
rolled. Anyone from these groups 
win be meiigibue for certifica¬ 
tion on either airplanes or engines, 
however, unless he has had one year 
of experience on each. 

Planned is a ciass for the 3rd 
shift when there are sufficient en¬ 
trants to fill the classes. Twenty- 
four qualified men are needed; this 
may be accomplished within a coupie 
months. 

"There is a pressing need for 
this school", Goodioe continues, 
"and there will always be a long 
line of deserving men waiting. 
Seriousness of purpose, therefore, 
must be maintained continuously by' 
the students. Otherwise, the next 
man in line win step up". 

Persons who have not been as¬ 
signed a ciass should contact the 
instructor, J.M. Nightingale, some¬ 
time in the near future. He can 
supply some manuals for home study 
and check on prerequisites that may 
have been overlooked. 

At present a course is being 
outlined for those not m ciass who 
yet wish to study at home. It win 
be complete; an important phase of 
the study win have to be gained 
from direct contact with the equip¬ 
ment m the school shop. Some cred¬ 
it is given ror the work being done 
daily on the line. This shortens 
the time necessary to meet the re¬ 
quirements o 

"In fact", Goodioe concludes, 
"the normal time spent m school is 
from 12 to 15 months. By diligent 
home study, we are attempting to 
accomplish the same thing m three 
months for each certificate....or a 
six month's totai." 
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Recent changes in the terms or 
Convair’s Retirement Plan nave ex¬ 
tended the opportunity to provide a 
guaranteed personal income after re¬ 
tirement to an employes regardless 
of salary classification. The same 
arrangement by which, broadly speax- 
mg, each empioye-doiiar is matched 
by a donar credited to his account 
by the company, is continued„ 

Distribution of applications 
and explanatory booklets to Convair 
employes engibie to join the Plan 
was begun recently,, The material 
is being maned directly to the em¬ 
ployes’ homeso 

The assured monthly income pay¬ 
ments that may be earned by member¬ 
ship m the Plan normally begin at 
the age or 65, but special arrange¬ 
ments may be made for receiving re¬ 
duced amounts as eariy as 55. 

The employe, who may not re¬ 
main with the company until his re¬ 
tirement age, is guarded against 
loss by the return of the full a- 
mount of his investment, plus 2$ 
interest, at the time he terminates. 
In certain cases, not only the em¬ 
ploye’s own payments,but also those 
made in his behalf by the company, 
can be applied to the purchase of a 
retirement income annuity from an 
established insurance company 0 


Protection to the employe who 
may be temporarily absent from worn: 
is afforded by the suspension of 
aii payments on the Plan for the 
duration of the absence. Death ben¬ 
efits are also incorporated in the 
Plan. Beneficiaries named by the 
employes are paid a minimum of the 
fun amount invested both by the 
employe and the company in the Plan 
at the time of death, plus 2$ in¬ 
terest. 

Qualifications for j'oining the 
Plan »are simple. All employes be¬ 
tween the ages of 25 and 64£ who 
have been with the company three 
years or more are eligible. Physi¬ 
cal examinations are not required. 

An advantage of the Plan is the 
ease with which the employe can 
handle the business details of 
joining and making payments. All 
that is required is the mailing of 
the signed application card to the 
division treasurer’s office. The 
Corporation does an the clerical 
work and makes automatic deductions 
from paychecks to cover the future 
payments as they come due. 

Convair’s Group Annuity and Re¬ 
tirement Plan is one of the most 
liberal plans in the country. Its 
availability to Consolidated Vuitee 
employes is made possible by the 
size and strength of the company. 




















Representative Karx Mundt 
of South Dakota is advocating 
the creation or a 5000-piane 
International Air Patroi, to 
jceep the peace arter we win it® 
Operating under the control or 
the combined Chiers or Starr, 
it "would bomb into oblivion 
any military units or estab¬ 
lishments round within ten 
miles or an orrendmg nation's 
borders". 

Mundt suggests tha»t the 
personnel or the patroi be 
representative or an the 
united and neutrai nations, 
and that it operate out of 
rive strategically chosen 
bases in Newfoundland, Scot¬ 
land, Egypt, Brazil and China 0 

****************************** 

Despite unusually strong 
representations to the Senate 
Commerce Committee's subcom¬ 
mittee on postwar aviation 
made recently by the State, 
War, Navy and Commerce Depart¬ 
ments, and the Civil Aeronaut¬ 
ics Board, the subcommittee 
itseir apparently still ravors 
the "chosen instrument" prin¬ 
ciple as opposed to one or 
limited competition 0 

The attitude or the sub¬ 
committee is said to result 


from secret hearings held last 
year and from reports on de¬ 
velopments following the In¬ 
ternational Civil Aviation 
Conference,, 

This is significant large¬ 
ly because it shows how care¬ 
fully the ground has been pre¬ 
pared by the so-caiied monopo¬ 
ly interests, and now wen 
their preparation stands up 
under ornciai rire 0 In the 
last analysis, United States 
policy regarding international 
aviation win be formulated by 
Congress as a whole and will 
certainly taice into consider¬ 
ation the opinions or the in¬ 
terested executive departments, 

******** ********************** 

Westmgnous has developed 
a new gas turbine engine or 
100 per cent American design 
that promises to produce more 
pounds or thrust rrom a given 
amount or ruej and overall 
weight than any jet-type en¬ 
gines which have been brought 
over rrom Europe to serve as 
the basis ror U 0 S 0 -made models* 
This is just another in¬ 
dication that the days or re¬ 
ciprocating engines are very 
derimteiy numbered,, When 
current ruei consumption prob¬ 
lems or jet power plants are 
iiciced, the door win be open¬ 
ed to a new era or transport 
design based on utilizing pay- 
load-to-weight-empty ratios 
that sound fantastic todavo 



Whats all this 
Post War stuff l keep 
hearing about? 
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first fifty customers (and 
don’t let this crew chief talk 
you out of it]) His station 
is the one right across from 
the theatero 



Item of the week: Mr. 
Condra forgot to clock out 
Thursday night]].’ 

Who was the long tan 
stinker found locked in the 
Inspection office? 

Chuck Darrough finally 
came out from behind the brush 
pile that was hiding his young 
beauty.......and the startling 

remains of his once shaggy 
beard now hover under his nose 
in mustache fashion 0 

Tis rumored that third 
shift’s Romeo is about to 
piunge into matrimony] Per¬ 
haps we’ll soon meet Mrs* 
"Curley" Crossiey.„.but don't 
quote me on that one. 

The Dennis-McCorkaii cor¬ 
poration has established it¬ 
self in Fairfield and urges 
you to squander your meager 
gasoline rations there 0 N.T. \ 
Dennis will personally wash 
your windshield, check your 
oil and tires, give you an 
engine run, and buy you a 
drink-IF you are one of the-^^ 


If somebody would holler, 
" Hey, Mouse"o..,A1 Kaelin 
would come a runnin’. Was 
that nickname derived from 
size or personality? 

McFariin better try to 
get a bumper pad and a steel 
helmet for one of his engine 

men-or else ten him an 

about props, flying oil cans, 
flight deck doors and other 
potential menaces. 

Carl Setiil spends an 
his spare time at the buffing 

wheel now--polishing his 

new Captain’s hardware] 

One of our Swing shifters 
from 'way back is working on 
days now 0 'Fraid he's going 
to need dark glasses to feel 
comfortableo We sure miss 

that "ornery Texan” 0 ...,.Good 
luck, Jesse. 

4, 


DRAMA IN A T-D-U. OR. - IT MfjfsrHT LOOK LIKE NEXT DOOR, IF RONNIE SHREVF 

TOOK DANC/NG- LESSONS' FROM HIS WIFE / 
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Since we recently printed 
Lt. Whippienoodie's suggestion 
that our terminal be transi'er- % 
red to the Farraions, Flight 
Deck’s foreign correspondent 
reports a deluge or communi¬ 
ques from Whippienoodie and 
his assistant, Ida Bo Sorry 0 
Latest: 

-«as a result of the occur¬ 
rence when Co-Pilot Farboii 
tooK an LB-3U off with the 
battery cart stm in attach¬ 
ment ,Whippienoodie recommends 
that cart operators wear safe¬ 
ty belts and parachutes at an 
times while seated on carts 


-"Whippienoodie has been 

putting a great deal of thought 
into the problem of fuel con¬ 
servation He has recently 
mailed a complete solution of 
the problem to headquarters 0 

While complete details of 
this revolutionary proposal 
must remain a secret, he has 
been able to divulge the fun¬ 
damental principle which is 
based on the established fact 
that an aircraft runs out of 
gas because its fuel gauges 
show the gas going to the bot¬ 
tom,, 

A simple little plug 
(secret) m the vertical gauge 
should extend the range of air¬ 
craft almost indefinitely, ac¬ 
cording to Whippienoodie”o 
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INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS REPORTS ON DRAFT; 
PRE-APPEAL PHYSICALS FOR " UNDER-30'S " 


The Selective Service pic¬ 
ture, as it affects not only 
Consairway but the nation’s en¬ 
tire manpower reserves, has 
been a changing one recently; 
the fortunes of war have been, 

alternately, clarifying then 
muddling the picture. Indust¬ 
rial Relations department has 
been keeping abreast of the 
changes in an attempt to deter¬ 
mine trends that may have an 
effect on this Division’s vul¬ 
nerable employes. Here is the 
latest observation: 

This is not an attempt to 
anticipate all selective ser¬ 
vice questions, but it will 
perhaps clarify some of the 
principles outlined recently 
in directives from General 
Hershy’s office,. 

All men under 30 years of 
age are in the critical group. 

Recently, some of these 
men have been classified 1-A 
prior to receiving pre-induc¬ 
tion physical examinations. 
Consairway has immediately 
filed appeals against these 
1-A classifications. 

HOWEVER, such appeals can¬ 
not be considered until the 
registrants have received 
their physicals. Accordingly, 
these registrants will undoubt¬ 
edly be called for physicals 
within the near future, after 
which time the appeals now in 
the hands of the local boards 
will be forwarded to the appeal 
boards nearest the point of 
the employee’s work. The 

theory here is that such an 
appeal board has a more accur¬ 
ate knowledge of the import¬ 
ance of the work involved. 

This procedure is now 
somewhat altered in that reg¬ 
istrants are presently being 
called for pre-induction physi¬ 
cals prior to being reclassi¬ 
fied. If your local board is 


out of this area and you wish 
to transfer the physical to 
Fairfield, it is merely neces¬ 
sary to present the notice to 
the Fairfield Board. This is 
located in the Fairfield First 
National Bank Building. 

Please be certain to ad¬ 
vise Industrial Relations of 
any notice or classification 
you might receive. It is vit¬ 
al that the department’s re¬ 
cords be in a current condi¬ 
tion for your aid. At the pre¬ 
sent time, it is not possible 
to assure everyone that all 
appeals will be accepted.„„ 

however, no channel-local or 

national-is being neglected 

to make sure that every indi¬ 
vidual case receives a fair 
and honest hearing. . 

PAY LOAD UPPED AGAIN 

Last week’s Flight Deck, 
'containing a story of a 9995 
pound payload average for all 
legs on a western trip...and 
a promise that the 10,000 lb. 
mark would soon be broken, was 
no sooner off the press than: 

Consairway Liberator tran¬ 
sport ff 568, departing Fair- 

field February 26th, carried a 
10,256 payload to Hawaii, 10, 

252 lbs. to Tarawa, 10,224 lbs. 

to the next base, and 10,121 
lbs. to the western terminal. 

Average payload carried 
per flight for the trip was... 
10,213 pounds! 




George Harris, onetime 
Industrial Relations head for 
Consairway at San Diego, is 
now stationed at one of the 
islands on which this Divi¬ 
sion’s aircraft stop. He’s a 
private in the Army. His old 
friends can see him by drop¬ 
ping in at the Officer’s Club 
where he’s tending bar in the 
evenings. 


CONSAIRWAY'S RED CROSS FUND 








WHAT’S IN 

THE AIR ? 

At the end of the war, 
there will be a pool of some 
six million potential fliers 
in the estimation of the Civil 
Aeronautics Authority. 

The C. A. A. figures it 
this way: There will be ap¬ 
proximately 350,000 Army and 
Navy pilots and 150,000 civil¬ 
ian pilots and students. Also 
interested in flying will be 
2,500,000 men trained by the 
armed forces in other aviation 
skills, and almost an equal 
number employed in our avia¬ 
tion factories. Add to these 
the 250,000 students who are 
taking aeronautics courses in 
the high schools each year and 
you get around 6,000,000 pros¬ 
pective flyers, according to 
the 0. A. A. 


In the four years between 
1941 and 1945, the U. S. Navy 
increased the number of its 
aircraft from approximately 
2200 to more than 37,000. 


The important role of 
women in aircraft production 
is indicated by the fact that 
they represented forty percent 
of the labor Force in August, 
1944, compared to five percent 
in January, 1942 


The cost of one of the 
country’s leading single-eng¬ 
ine fighters dropped from 
$68,750 to $45,600 since 1942. 
When the Army's initial order 



to produce each plane, but 
this has been reduced to about 
6290 man-hours. The downward 
trend in cost has saved the 
government $100,000,000. 

CONSAIRWAY'S RED CROSS 



BIO TO BRIEFING 
FOR NEW EMPLOYES 

In its comparatively young 
life, Gonsairway has been a 
builder of tradition. While 
the organization’s remarkable 
history is well known among 
air transport and Army circles, 
most of the Division’s newly 
hired employes may not be fam¬ 
iliar with Consairway’s back¬ 
ground, its method of opera¬ 
tion, its employee services. 

For those new Consairway- 
ites interested in learning 
something of these matters, a 
familiarization session is 
planned. Each Thursday at 3 
p.m., Management representa¬ 
tives from Flight, Maintenance, 
Material, and Industrial Re¬ 
lations departments will be 
present in the classroom on 
the hangar's north side, up¬ 
stairs. A short "briefing” on 
Gonsairway’s history will be 
given and the department rep¬ 
resentatives will outline 
their operations. This will 
be followed by a question and 
answer period. 

Single-session affairs, 
it is hoped this new service 
will be of assistance to new¬ 
comers in helping them orient 
themselves on the new job. 
All employes hired in recent 

weeks are invited to attend 
the initial program this com¬ 
ing Thursday at 3 p.m. 

SWING-MEN NEED FLEE 

O 

Len Ryerson of Maintenance — 

urges all that department’s 2 

employees to return the fleece-**) 
lined winter jackets to the ** 
tool room at the end of each 
shift. 

■"It’s cold at night”, he 
says,’’and if these jackets 
are kept out, there are not 
enough to go around among the 

employes working on night op¬ 
erations „ ” 












CLUB BALLOTS GO CONSAIRWAY'S RED 

OUT THIS WEEK CROSS WAR FUND ! 




Two important projects are 
before the membership of the 
Consairway Glub at this time. 
Of initial importance is the 
election of a new board of gov¬ 
ernors. The election will be 
conducted by mail sometime 
this week. All members will 
receive their election ballots. 
In order to clear up pending 
depts and assure the continu¬ 
ation of the club, it will be 
necessary for, at least, 100 
members to pay their March 

dues-bills for which will be 

enclosed with the ballots for 
a new board of governors and 
to be paid at the office of 
Chief of Flight any time dur- 
the day. 


your home, 


mm 


Consairway families will 
not knowingly be solicited for 
funds for the 1945 Red Cross 
War Fund Drive. 

Subscriptions accepted at 
the hangar will be properly 
accredited to the drives in 
Fairfield, Vacaville, etc. 
This makes it possible for Con¬ 
sairway employes to make their 
entire Red Cross contributions 
in the company’s own drive 
without fear of depriving the 
Fairfield drive of credit. 

If you wish, you may con¬ 
vey the above information to 
solicitors who might call at 


* Y $> °o. , 




PICTURE OF A WAN WHO HAS USTENEO TO HIS LAST 
SIN&INO COMMERCIAL . , 
































OPENS TODAY. 
LANS REVEALED 


Ralph Kassner reports the 
Fairfield Air Park, to be oper¬ 
ated jointly by himself and 
other Consairway employees, 
George Greene and Murray 
Elbuam (now in the Navy), has 
received full approbation by 
all required governmental 
agencies. At the present time 
the G.A.A. office in Oakland 
is drawing up some papers with 
the Navy’s help, showing areas 
around the Fairfield Air Park 
where private flying and 
flight instruction will be per¬ 
mitted. These papers should 
arrive within the next few 
days according to Kassner. 
Meanwhile, Century Service 
will officially open its field 
just east of the Fairfield- 
Suisun junction Wednesday. 

Billy McFadden owner of 
the property on which the air 
park is situated is reported 
to be seeking purchase of a 
supply of *’T” hangars (pre-fab¬ 
ricated type), which the Con- 
sairwaymen will re-erect on 
the premises. At the present 
time, some 30 applications for 
hangar space are in the boys’ 
file. Adjoining the hangars, 
Kassner says, Union Oil Com¬ 
pany will provide gasoline 
pumps, each with 100-foot reel 
of hose for servicing of the 
members* craft. $1,000 worth 
of shop equipment has been or¬ 
dered and will come in as ship¬ 
ping space and priorities are 
obtained. Pacific Airmotive 
Corporation in Oakland is mak¬ 
ing arrangements to handle 
most of the engine repair on 
the light craft. 

"'From the Fairfield Air 
Park, two Consairway flying 
clubs will shortly begin oper¬ 
ations. Plans are now to ob¬ 
tain the services of a compe¬ 
tent flight instructor for 
other Consairway personnel who 


wish to learn how to fly. 
George Greene will assume in¬ 
terest in the flight activities 
of the Air Park, while Kassner 
will devote himself to the 
maintenance end. Veteran 

Flight Engineer, Jack Quirk 
will run tests on the field 
with his Waco Q.C.F which he 
is bringing from Reno, Nevada. 
These tests should occur immed¬ 
iately he returns from his 
present Consairway trip West. 
The ship will thus be bap¬ 
tized. A large parking area 

for the automobiles, for the 
airport’s patrons is now being 

marked off and prepared by 

Greene and Kassner. It is 

hoped that eventually, rest¬ 
aurant facilities and a pilot's 
lounge will be available at 

the park. In conjunction with 
Century Service’s facilities, 
they intend to operate a sales 
store where pilot’s equipment, 
clothing and incidental sup¬ 
plies can be obtained. City 
fathers of Fairfield are under¬ 
stood to be pleased over the 
selection of this site as a 
base of operations for Solano 
County’s biggest little air¬ 
port o 

Students may purchase 
block-dual time (eight hours). 

While primarily a venture 
for Consairwayites, the Air 
Park’s facilities are open to 
take part in flight instruc¬ 
tion or to form flying club 
groups. 





NAVIGATOR FOLLOWS 
THE NORTH STAR 


Bob Reichardt, Gonsairway 
navigator, recently had a 
chance to try out his direct- 
tion-finding lore on something 
other than the routine trans¬ 
pacific crossing. He returned 
Thursday from an extended 
flight into the northern climes 
with Convair’s Don Scott, Jim 
Rea (co-pilot), Bob McGeary 
(engineer), several design 

engineers and mechanics. 

They had departed Fair- 
field on Feb. 14 in a new Con- 
vair transport, one much like 
the conversion of Winston 
Churchill’s B-24 ”The Comando”. 
In search of ’’weather” so the 
ship’s anti and de-icing equip¬ 
ment might be thoroughly test¬ 
ed, the crew's stopover at 
Fairfield was only a pause in 
a pursuit of icing conditions 
that had begun with an origi¬ 
nal intention to try Minneap¬ 
olis. Later, it was decided 
to run the tests over water. 

At the time of their ar¬ 
rival at Fairfield,the weather 
office reported no presence of 
cold fronts in this vicinity, 
so Reichardt joined the crew 
as it set out for Seattle. 
Seattle, too, played hard-to- 
get....no ice. IJext on their 
itinerary was Annette, near 
Ketchikan, Alaska. Here they 
laid over waiting for a front 
to move in...without luck. At 
Kodiak, further up the line, 
they found a group of high 
ranking officers seeking tran¬ 
sportation to an extreme point 
on the Aleutian chain. These • 
were delivered and the craft 
returned”to Kodiak where, this 
time, their search for weather 

was ended. The ship came thru 
the icing tests successfully 
and turned homeward. 

During much of the trip, 
Bob says, it rained constantly. 
Occasionally the wind reached 
60 m.p.h. 
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OWN 
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PER SONN ELI TIES—. 

O P S Y 

Zeke has been trying to 
get "Daddy" Bracken’s job the 
past two weeks, but he finally 
realized that he couldn’t make 
the grade....so he shaved off 
his cherished beard. The "un¬ 
veiling" must have been quite 
an ordeal for both Zeke and 
his razor. 

The Fairfield Safety Com¬ 
mission has been frowning upon 
Harry Brenner since he traded 
his Ford for a motorcycle. 
Harry always drove on two 
wheels anyway, so this will at 
least be more convenient....IF 
he can manage to steer clear 
of Dennis’ gas station. 

"Little boys should be 
seen and not heard"..and don’t 
think Johnny Alves doesn't 
realize it!.’!.’ One night last 
week he very clearly voiced an 
opinion and was utterly shock¬ 
ed to discover his "Victim" 
staring him in the face...and, 

a very red face it was, too. 

Although Frank Frischen- 
meyer has been boasting about 

his successful fishing trip- 

the only thing he really 
caught was a cold in his nose. 

The aroma of spaghetti 
and one meat ball proved to be 
too much for Dorothy McDannell. 
She was racing full speed 
ahead to the restaurant when 
she fell and injured her ankle; 
there Were no broken bones, 
but she vows she’ll take her 
time hereafter. 

After the girls screeched 
"Don’t Fence Me In" for months, 
they were finally hushed! 
Thursday night, Thompson and 
his able crew made them very 
happy with a new lounge and 
lockers. The gals are mighty 
grateful for the wide open 
spaces they have been granted. 


Our little ray of sunshine 
(Hilder) has been transferred 
to Flight and, oh, how we miss 
his dry humor! It was plenty 
dry, but we enjoyed it anyway. 

Howard Sonn should take 
over "Personnelities", because 
he seems to take great delight 
in placing us in a category 
and then classifying us. ’ His 
opinions never seem to stray 
from a certain channel.....but 
he sure has fun. 

-Someone has given Mainten¬ 
ance Chief Herb Jewell a B-24 
to fly in his dreams. Last 
Saturday morning he showed up 
for work in a state of virtual 
exhaustion. Asked why, he ex¬ 
plained he’d spent the prev¬ 
ious entire night flying the 
dang thing...and single-handed. 
"This labor shortage!" he 
moaned as he collapsed in his 
chair. 


GET BEHIND 
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TIME FOR 1945 FEDERAL TAX DECLARATION 


Once again it is neces¬ 
sary to file a declaration of 
estimated Federal income tax 
with the Collector of Internal 

Revenue.this time for the 

year 1945. The declaration 
must be filed by March 15 but 
not all employes will be affec¬ 
ted as the new regulations are 
applicable mainly to higher 
income groups. 

WHO MUST FILE 

Declarations must be filed 
by all employes who expect to 
receive in 1945 (a) wages sub¬ 
ject to withholding of $5000 
plus $500 for each surtax ex¬ 
emption except his own....for 
example, $5500 in case of a 
married couple with no depend¬ 
ents or a single person with 
one dependent; OR (b) income 
from all other sources in ex¬ 
cess of $100, provided the to¬ 
tal income is expected to 
amount to $500 or more. In¬ 
come from other sources would 
include dividends, interest, 


rents, or gains from property 
transactions or from a busi¬ 
ness or profession. 

HOW TO FILE 
All employes who find 
they must file a declaration 
of estimated income tax for 
1945 must do so on Form 1040ES 
which may be obtained from the 
local office of the Collector 
of Internal Revenue or from 
Industrial Relations. Any es¬ 
timated tax liability in ex¬ 
cess of amounts to be withheld 
from wages may be paid in full 
with the declaration, or in 
equal installments by March 15, 
1945; and January 15, 1946. 
The first installment must ac¬ 
company the declaration. 

Credit may be taken for 
overpayment of 1944 Federal 
income tax by those employes 
who filed their 1944 income 
tax returns on Form 1040 oq 
which it was stated that the 
credit was desired to be ap¬ 
plied against the '45 estimated 
tax liability. 
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ELAPSED TIME FROM START OF ENGINEERING TO , 
PRODUCTION OF MILITARY AIRCRAFT AND ENGINES i 


j*5* 


production 

PEAK 


FIRST 

FLIGHT 


based on a study 

BY THE WAR PRODUCTION BOARD 


MOCK 


KEY * EQUALS MEDIAN TIME 


FIRST 

FLIGHT 


CLASS 


MOCK 


000 !!k. 


10 to 25 


TWIN ENGINES 


CLASS 3 


FIRST 

FLIGHT 


PRODUCTION 

PEAK 


MOCK 


ViR25,000 


FOUR ENGINES 


PRODUCTION 

PEAK 


EH MS 


ENGINE 

ASSEMBLED 


ISO HOUR TEST 
COMPLETED 

■*>■1 


2 YK. 


TIMS 


PRODUCTION 
25 PER MONTH 

★l 

3 YK. 


5 YK. 


Aircraft design must stay at least four years ahead of production. For 
this reason design engineers must think in terms of the future while 
considering current practice. 

Aircraft design is a continuous pro.eess following the aircraft through 


its production life. Modifications incorporated in the production lines 
are necessary to meet ever changing tactical requirements and to give 
our pilots an ever mounting edge in performance over the enemy. 
It takes about 45 months to mass-produce a new engine. 
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¥£ x > Cross Dkive 
"Enters Fimals \ 


cream. Relaxing over cups of 
coffee, the men retailed some 
of the memories that will be 
with them forever. 


George Mathis, Chairman 
of the Oonsairway Red Cross 
Drive, announces that the pro¬ 
gram is nearly 80$ complete. 
Several departments have con¬ 
tributed 100$ and others are 
expected to follow suit as the 
campaign goes into its final 
stages. 

All employes who have not 
yet contributed and who wish 
to should see George Mathis, 
Mrs. Hosea in H. Jewell’s of¬ 
fice or Larry Mayes. 

An original graph of the 
drives progress departmentally 
is on evidence at the Hangar’s 
entrance. The Mathis cartoons 
will be given to the Childrens 
Center in Waterman Park. 

Liberated Gpnvair 

Flight Men Arjwe 

Four happier men never 
debarked from a plane than the 
quartet of Consolidated flight 
men who stepped down wearily 
before the field’s passenger 
terminal at noon last Wednes¬ 
day. For John Nicholas, Tom 
Terrill, George Messenger and 
A. E. Kalakowsky, it was the 
joyous, if belated, round-trip 
leg to home that had been in¬ 
terrupted three years before 
when the Japs captured them in 
Manila. 

A large crowd of Consair- 
wayites circled them happily. 
There, extending heartfelt con¬ 
gratulations and welcome to 
the homecomers were old friends 
Mitchell, Cunningham, Goodloe, 
Coughlin,Jewell, Jones, Cudney 
....some of whom had last seen 
them shortly before December 7. 

The repatriated group was 
taken to the Officer’s Club 
for lunch. It was Nicholas* 
first taste of milk since 1941. 
A mild uproar greeted the ice- 


”We kept ourselves busy 
at Los Banos”, said Nicholas. 


"Myself, I studied shells, ac¬ 
counting, hardwood, bookbind¬ 
ing, tnings like that. There 
were 2i46 people in camp; we 
had everything from a Bishop 
to beachcomber...all special¬ 
ists in some subject or other. 
We attended lectures on every¬ 
thing you can imagine--except, 
of course, telegraphy.” 

They revealed that the 
Japs had not bothered the per¬ 
sonnel until the Yanks began 
closing in._ . Several atroci¬ 
ties on Filipinos occurred. 
On January 9, concurrently 
with the American landings at 

Lingayan, the Japs deserted 
Los Banos. Several prisoners 
went over the wall but, be¬ 
cause of the supplies left and 
absence of anyplace to flee to, 
most stayed in camp. An organ¬ 
ization for government took 
over promptly. The Japs re¬ 
turned but were driven off 
when paratroopers raided. The 
prisoners were turned over to 
Amtracks which carried them 
safely thru enemy lines to New 
Bilibid prison. 

”It was at Bilibid”, said 
Terrill, "that we first learn¬ 
ed the outfit was still in bus¬ 
iness. We picked up a copy of 
Colliers and saw in it that 

two-page ad on vour line to 
Australia. About then, United 

Press reached us with your mes¬ 
sages . ” 


They felt especially priv¬ 
ileged, the boys remarked, be¬ 
cause of the many efforts made 
to locate and assist them. 

Rising, the men put out 
the cigarette butts they’d 
smoked to infinitesimal lengths 
l a P ac ^- ? f tobacco had cost 
120 pesos.; and hurriedly got 

under way. They had, unbeliev¬ 
ably it seemed, to get home to 
their wives and children. 





On hand to meet J, Nicholas when he arrived at 
Fairfield Wednesday, was Mrs. J, M. Dillon who 
brought news of his wife's welfare during his ab¬ 
sence. At left is A. E. Kalakowsky, another lib¬ 
erated prisoner. 

Below, in an improvised mirror, John Nicholas 
makes ready to greet his wife. The razor and 
soap he is using, along with the toothbrush, are 
the only items he was able to take with him the 
night the Amtracks came to rescue them from Los 
Banos. 


George Messenger 
realizes fulfil¬ 
ment of dreams that 
made bearable three 
long years of im¬ 
prisonment as he 
embraces his wife. 




Snapped as they were prepar¬ 
ing to hurry av«ay to a long- 
awaited reunion: Mr. & Mrs. 
George Messenger and Mr. . &■ 
Mrs,"fom Terrill. In rear Ed 
Jones tells Mrs. Alfred Smith 
that her husband will soon be 
back from Honolulu. 































A|R.PAfc.K ©-1VEN 

Tra»nin& Area_ 

Five civilian airports in 
the Bay region, those at San 
I. iteo, Belmont, San Carlos, 
Mountain View and Palo Alto, 
are being joined by the opera¬ 
tors of the Fairfield Air Park 
in submitting the following 
petition: 

"We, the following citizens 
of the UoSo, do hereby request 
that all restrictions on civ¬ 
ilian flying be removed, and 
that the West Coast area be 
put on an equal basis with the 
rest of the United States of 
America.. We feel this request 
is justified as the present 
restrictions are unfair, un¬ 
necessary and' discriminating 
against the airport operators 
of the West Coast," 

In their message accompany¬ 
ing the petition sent to G. W. 
Greene and Ralph Kassner, the 
airport operators write that 
Southern California operators 
are joining them in this move¬ 
ment which appeals to Senator 
Sheridan Downey for help in 
the lifting of present civilian 
flying restrictions. • 

A survey is being made to 
determine the number of people 
affected by present restric¬ 
tions. To assure the Congress¬ 
man that the airport operators 
of California represent a con¬ 
siderable number of individ¬ 
uals, the petition is being 
given a wide circulation. 

Consairway personnel will 
find a copy of the petition 
form on the bulletin board at 
the entrance to the hangar and, 
if they wish to concur, should 
place their signatures on it 
-immediately since it must be 
mailed by tomorrow evening. 

Meanwhile, plans for the 
local Air Park are nearing 
fruition as Consairway light 
craft owners are arranging for 
transportation of their ships 
to the new base. 


WpOPlAND 



Immediately above is a copy 
of the map showing the approved 
local flying area granted the 
Air Park. 

"The Commanding General", 
the CAA writes,"has stipulated 
that, in addition to the regu¬ 
lations as prescribed in the 
Western Defense Command Public 
Proclamation No. 22, no air¬ 
craft shall be cleared to the 
local flying area for a flight 
of more than two hours unless 
equipped with a properly func¬ 
tioning radio receiver and a 
listening watch is maintained 
on the nearest CAA radio range 
station. Further, the airport 
manager shall provide the nec¬ 
essary means to ground all 
training aircraft under his 
control within one hour after 
receipt of warning from the 
proper authority that such ac¬ 
tion is necessary...." 


























WASHINGTON" 

SPECTROSCOPE- 


the meantime, the game of in¬ 
ternation civil aviation has 
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turned into still-pond-no-more- 



moving . 

BANQU&T 

The Black Swan tonight 
will he the scene of a banquet 
to be tendered councilmen from 
Suisun and Fairfield by the 
operators of the Air Park. 
Present to discuss civic inter¬ 
ests in the project also will 
be Bo McFadden, owner of the 
Air Park’s site, and a repre¬ 
sentative from Shell Oil® Con- 
sairwayites in attendance will 
be Kassner and Greene, Lo R 0 
Brown and Jerry Ore3well 0 A 
third member of Century Ser¬ 
vice will come up from Oakland 
where he is stationed with the 
Navy. o o o oformer Consairway em¬ 
ployee, Murray Elbuamu 


Lady Fortune rolled seven 
several times for Captain Walt 
Gray last Wednesday—at 7 a.m. 
on the morning of the seventh, 
7-pound Mary Anne came to join 
the Gray family in Fairfield 0 
Walt, now on a trip west, 
will be back in time to show 
off his daughter when she and 
Mrso Gray return home on the 
20th o 


British postwar commercial 
aviation plans are understood 
to include, in addition to us¬ 
ual airline services, a number 
of international sky tramp 
projects and a network of 
short lines linking the princ¬ 
iple European centers with the 
UoKo The sky tramps are to be 
operated by 27 shipping com¬ 
panies, to be known collect¬ 
ively as ’’Shipping Airlines 
LTD” and the European network 
by the ’’British Railways Air 
Committee’’.. So it looks as 
though the surface carriers of 
Britain will one day sprout 
wings, While their American 
brothers remain earthbound 0 

The Senate Foreign Rela¬ 
tions Committee and the State 
Department are at loggerheads 
over whether the latter was 
within its rights in extending 
formal acceptance, as execu¬ 
tive agreements, to three of 
the four doctyaents signed at 
the Chicago Conference„ Com¬ 
mittee members claim they 
never had the advance knowl¬ 
edge and notice they were en¬ 
titled to. The question has 
now been referred to the White 
House for clarification. In 
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1 ’Readings 


0/V/S/OAl 

War Bond Report 


Six Shakedown Captains, 
Ro Kc Aldrich, C. W. Hallinan, 
Bill Quiney, M. Dillon, G. E» 
Rivers and Fred Miller, are 
busily checking out these days* 
CAA Inspector Art Burns, 
of Santa Monica, has added the 
names of Aldrich, Hallinan, 
Miller, and Dillon to h list 
which already included Captains 
Co Setili, Jo Do Peters, Boots 
Jennings, L. Forster, and Bill 
Keating signifying those Con- 
sairwaymen who had received 
the highest pilot’s rating 
given by the Civil Aeronautics 

Authority, the A. To Ro 

Burns expressed himself 
as favorably impressed with 
the ability of the Consairway 
pilots o 

Link Row is an active 
place now, but it will be bus¬ 
ier from this time on for Buzz 


The Convair monthly report 
on Division War Bond purchases 
for February discloses an er¬ 
ratic tendency on the part of 
Consairway employees: While 

the Division ranked fifty in 
the list of Divisions as' far 

as percent—of—deductions 
cash sales was concerned, it 
dropped to last place in per- 
cent-of-employes-participating o 
Following Elizabeth City., 
Tuscon, Fort Worth and Miami, 
Consairway shows a figure 
12.01$ for deductions and cash 
sales.o...but a mere 75 o 09$ of 

employees participating. The 
latter is the poorest showing 
in the entire war bond report. 
Cashier Larry Mayes stands 
ready to help you correct it. 
Today is the best time to tell 
him you want to sign up for 
more war bond deductions. 



Carroll and Guy Combes, jr., 
are gaining a new team-mate in 
M« E. Deitzel, on loan from 
3an Diego for an indefinite 
period. -With Deitzel’s aid, 
it will now be possible to 
keep the Link Trainers "flyings 
from eight in the morning to 
eleven at night. 


"SWINGING THE COMPASS" 

.....Extreme caution 
must be used by the 
pilot for too fast a 
return of the heavy 
instrument can occa¬ 
sionally Knock him 
out of adjustment. ^ 

next week : stI iL-r* 


The C~49 training ship is 
awaiting Army orders for ship¬ 
ment elsewhere. In her stead 


is a C-47 which is receiving a 
ten-hours-per-day utilization 
rush as a welcome to the fleet 


OaK GLOSSARY 

This is that 


very delicate oper¬ 
ation known as 





















BY Cr. Ps.. N\*ELP^QY- 


6 0 Martin J, Zipp got initia¬ 
led into the Ouija Board Cluho 

7 0 Arthur Sousa goes to every 
movie in town and some not in 
town Q 


GREETINGS FROM NASHVILLE, TENN. 

1, Bill Simmons, Upholstering, 
scours the town for cigars 0 
The town needs the scouring, 

Eo Go Pete Pelissier, Coordi¬ 
nator. has found a spot where 
the sirloin steaks are an inch 
and one half thick, if placed 
on edge. 

3o G. W. Mclntire, diplomat, 
has lost twenty pounds weight, 
and found pounds and pounds of 
pipe tobaccoe.obut is having 
trouble holding his pipe 0 

4o De Ac Curtiss, Project En¬ 
gineer, has a home built in 
the old Southern traditional 
styleo It sits solitarily on 
one square block of grounds 0 

5 0 I. Duehren's wife arrived 
Monday via CVAC airliner 0 


80 Bo Ao Wright, Radio, had a 
recording made of his solo 
number when he was guest at 
the Vine street church„ A 
very good voice he has, too 0 

9 0 Ernie Leyva busted out of 
bed at 3 a 0 m 0 to help speed AL 
641 on its delivery flight to 
Fairfield, It doesn't pay to 
forgeto 

10. Certain flight crews 
should be asked about the ring¬ 
ing of the Southern belles, 

11, The Alamo Plaze is the 
Consairway representatives' TDU 
in Nashville, Very swanky it 
is, too, when the temperature 
is twenty degrees below freez¬ 
ing and one unexpectedly turns 
on the overhead fan system. 
Draw on your imagination, and 
your fur-lined mittens as well, 
BROTHER l 

































How oio Tttev 
J&VeH GET AUL- 
THAT IN A T.DjU. 


MAKE HASTE,M 


'GOOOUOe. we vel 
&ot tu/ 0 ©ebs 
to get op THeze 

V ^ -' 




I KNOW OARM iVfcU, t— 

)i buried a eoN£? her? 
LpfjiASy octobeR* c—' 


QVBMTIN CUDHty'S 
MOVING PAytL _ 




G-rjweyard Dirt 

$Y AUC6 Poc«£^TK — 1 

The gold medal award of 
the week goes to that heart- 
smashing crooner of the third 
shift....3esma, He really 
hasn't made a blunder for six 
whole days! 

"Super Mouse" Derriiig „ „, 0 
why don’t you ring out? Lou Pro 
taking that white collar job 
too hard, aren’t you? <> ,. .Rear¬ 
ing a white shirt to work! 

"Doc" Miller is really 
the problem boy on third <> Is 
he getting married to win that 
dollar bet with Johnny Hokes? 

Music Lover Tex Elms is 
singing "San Antonio" so much 
that all the fellows want to 
build a fence around Texas 0 


Badminton Sessions 
Prove PopouAp— . 

Fifteen Oonsairway devotees 
of Badminton are meeting at the 
Fairfield High School Gymnas¬ 
ium each Wednesday evening a- 
long about 7:00 p«m.- They are:' 
Joe Stearns, Ronnie Shreve, 
Bill Maidens, Joe Peonio, Mrs, 
Peonio, Harris Moe, Harold 
Starkopf, Pat McKervey, Bob 
Williams, Mrs. Williams, Mrs 0 
Ferguson, A1 Ferguson, Neal 
Alioway,Bob Craig, Bob Belcher, 

There is yet room for a 
few more players; beginners 
are welcome and instruction is 
available. Mixed teams have 
three courts for play, one for 
practise and two for tourna¬ 
ment purposes. 
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LAST OF LIBERATED FLIGHT MEN 
HOME AS AL SMITH CHECKS IN HERE 


"The last time Alfred Smith 
flew into his hometown of Hono¬ 
lulu from Manila was in Decem¬ 
ber, 1941, and he was travel¬ 
ing in the same plane with Jap 
Ambassador Kurusu who was en 
route to Washington with toothy- 
assurances that war in the Pac¬ 
ific was the farthest thing 
from Japan’s mind.”.. 0 so began 
the story in the Honolulu 
Advertiser which told his 
Hawaiian friends that A1 was 
safely home after three years 
of Jap imprisonment. 

To Honolulu reporters, 
"Smitty" detailed the manner 
of his capture and liberation: 
He was not picked up by the 
Japs until January, 1942, when 
he made the mistake of going 
out on the Manila streets to 
register as ”an alien". He 
spent the first night of his 
internment sleeping on a piano 
keyboard with another internee 
lying on top the piano and a 
third on the floor under it. 

As for their liberation: 
"The first paratrooper jumped 
at 6:55 a.m. Firing began im¬ 
mediately on the ground from 
guerrillas and from airborne 
troops who had, apparently, 
landed during the night. They 
concentrated on the two Jap 
barracks and the guard house, 
wiping out the Jap garrison of 
75 men. 

"And then a big paratroop¬ 
er with an armful of grenades 
came stomping through, yelling 
at the top of his voice ’Where 
are the Japs? Where are the 
Japs?’ 

"I remember hitting him 
on the shoulder as he went by 
and saying ’Thattaboy’, It 
was all over in ten minutes." 

Those ten minutes, "Smitty" 
indicated, and the freedom 
they brought are compensating 
in sodie ways for the hardship 


and privation of the three 
years that preceded them. 
Those were days of monotony 
relieved only by work in his 
garden where he grew peanuts 
and sweet potatoes. He had a 
hard time "keeping ahead of 
those bugs"; great was his in¬ 
terest on learning of Vitamin 
B-l and other new sprays. 
Mornings saw him active with 
the coconut-milk patrol which 
provided the camp’s personnel 
and children with this import¬ 
ant nourishment. His diet was 
complemented with the regular 
small quota of rice...a staple 
which he appreciated and rel¬ 
ished from his childhood days 
in the Islands. 

At Fairfield, just as he 
was being paged to begin his 
trip to San Diego where he’ll 
meet his wife, "Smitty" re¬ 
flected: "It gave me a very 

different viewpoint on a num¬ 
ber of things." Asked what in 
particular, he replied emphat¬ 
ically, "Wasted As long as I 
live, I shall never waste an¬ 
other thing?" 

In San Diego all five lib¬ 
erated flight men have been 
interviewed by Frank A. Lear- 
man, General Sales Manager of 
the Company, as to their de¬ 
sires and hopes for the future. 
He is arranging for their re¬ 
turn to active duty with the 
Flight Department, and they 
will later be offered the op¬ 
portunity to request service 
with Consairway. 
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PROGRESS REPORTand 

CONDUCT RULES ON 
A AND E SCHOOL GIVEN 


The A & E School, which 
started February 5th, now has 
49 students enrolled, accord¬ 
ing to Lo M. Goodloe, Chief 
Flight Engineer, 

The A section has complet¬ 
ed studies in wire-splicing, 
some rib and wing structure 
work, weight and balance. The 
group is progressing to phases 
of aircraft worthiness. 

The E group is completing 
weight and balance and nearing 
the close of studies in engine 
theory. These students now 
will enter practical overhaul 
of engines. To facilitate the 
last project, the school is 
providing two Pratt & Whitney 
R-1830 and three R-985 engines. 

Because of the opportunity 
for self improvement repre¬ 
sented in the cost-free edu¬ 
cational program, an extensive 
waiting list of applicants ex¬ 
ists, Goodloe reveals. Fair¬ 
ness and consideration for all 
who are eager to enter the 
classes dictates that certain 
hard and fast rules be laid 
down for the best conduct of 
the A & E school. Henceforth, 
Goodloe announces, absentees 
will be granted a grace of 
three days total cutting. Off¬ 



enders will then be dropped 
from the course, assuming a 
position at the end of -the 
waiting list. 

Required, too, will be 
careful and continuous consid¬ 
eration of students’ aptitudes 
and their consistent interest 
in the course. He discloses a 
planned screening test to be 
given all future students to 
determine each man’s progress 
toward the A & E license goal. 

For those contemplating 
entrance in the school who 
wish to prepare best for such 
subjects as weight and balance 
and certain sections in the 
engine exams, it is suggested 
that they thoroughly review 
their simple arithmetic which 
will play an important part in 
the studies. Extensive home 
study will, of course, be nec¬ 
essary in conjunction with the 
classwork program. 

Those Gonsairwayites 
successfully completing the 
A & E courses will have the 
satisfaction of knowing, Good¬ 
loe says, that they will be 
fully competent to pass the 
CAA examinations. The in¬ 
structor's aim, and the com¬ 
pany's, is not to provide the 
students with mere readiness 
of answer; this, often achiev¬ 
ed just by the process of 
"boning-up”, will not be suf¬ 
ficient. Rather, it is the 
goal to prepare Consairway men 
to solve any and every related 
problem that may be posed by 
the examiner. 







As Flight Deck was going 


to press last week,the British 
Government issued a white pa¬ 
per (official pamphlet) set¬ 
ting forth in detail the poli¬ 
cy by which the Empire plans 
to conduct its postwar civil 
air transport program. 

In brief, the British 
plan divides international air 
transport into three cata- 
gories, in each of which three 
specified groups of travel 
services are accorded partici¬ 
pation proportionate to their 
estimated interest. It calls 
for neither a chosen instru¬ 
ment as we think of it, nor an 
out and out monopoly, yet 
enough of both to preclude 
competition except with the 
carriers of other nations; it 
takes, as strands, the air¬ 
lines, railroads, shipping 
companies and tourist agencies, 
and twists them together into 
one official British air trans¬ 
port cable*, 

In practice, its operation 
is foreseen as follows: Princ¬ 
ipal international routes will 
be operated by a corporation 
manager by B.O.A.C., but par¬ 
ticipated in by the steamship 
companies which will also oper¬ 
ate subsidiary connecting ser¬ 
vices; European and United 
Kingdom routes will be opera¬ 
ted by a second corporation to 
be managed by the four main 
British railroads,with partici¬ 
pation by B.O.A.G., channel 
shipping companies,tourist ag¬ 
encies and such independent 
British airlines as existed be¬ 
fore the war; Latin American 
routes,via Portugal, Spain and 
Africa,will be operated by the 
recently formed British Latin 


BY JOE BRENT 

American Airlines Ltdconsist¬ 
ing of B.O.A.G. and the ship¬ 
ping companies operating to 
South America. 

This is no doubt a form¬ 
idable plan; but it should be 
remembered that in British 
eyes it will take a formidable 
plan to cope with American 
know-how and technical skill. 
If we let it scare us, and try 
to evolve a defensive counter¬ 
plan, we may cause stagnation 
of the very qualities which 
now give us the advantage, 

****************************** 

Two separate hearings are 
now in progress in Washington. 
Both are interesting and have 
a definite bearing on the 
future of aviation. The Sen¬ 
ate's Foreign Relations Com¬ 
mittee is preparing itself to 
report on the complex air con¬ 
vention drawn up at Chicago, 
and its commerce committee is 
assembling testimony, both pro 
and con, on MeCarran's "All 
American Flag Line" bill. The 
British white paper will nat¬ 
urally exert considerable in¬ 
fluence in the latter regard. 


****************************** 

The experts look for quite 
a lag before the North Atlan¬ 
tic routes are finally an¬ 
nounced. Hearings ended some 
weeks ago, with the recommend¬ 
ation that routes be awarded 
to Pan-American and American 
(plus subsidiary, if any) but 
concurrence has not yet been 
obtained from the Army, Navy, 
State Department, or White 
House. 






WHAT DO /OlA THINK 9 

Question: Do you think that 

surplus war material should 
he destroyed or sold to the 
public? 

Answers: 

RUDY MALCHER, Assistant Crew 
Chief: "It should be sold to 

the public, and the money that 
could be gained from the sales 
should be used for employment 
projects after the war. This 
way the original cost would 
not be a dead loss to the 
country. 

ART STECK, Maintenance Assis¬ 
tant Crew Chief: I really 

don’t know the alternative, 
but it shouldn’t be sold to 
the public at bargain prices 
since it would ruin fair trade 
and free enterprise; the manu¬ 
facturers of new and improved 
equipment would be unable to 
compete with the bargain prices.’’ 

GEORGE MATHIS, Artist: It 

should be destroyed because we 
can manufacture some better 
equipment more cheaply than 
the government could sell the 
used. 

A new addition to the third 
shift is Greene,a swell fellow 
from Days. Here’s wishing you 
good luck with our happy fam¬ 
ily . 

Who is the stinker on third 
shift that misses the oil pan 
and lets the oil drain all 
over the floor after graduat¬ 
ing from Hydraulics to Engines 
for doing the same. 

Freddie Houser must be getting 
lazy, he had a flat tire Mon¬ 
day. He pumped it full of air 
and went on his merry way. 
Watch out for those blowouts, 
Freddie l 


In the column to the left 
we’re trying an experiment.... 
a sort of ’’Inquiring Reporter" 
column. If you like the idea 
and have questions to suggest 
for future arguments, let us 
know. 


Becoming one of the few 
war plants in the Nation to 
win the Army-Navy "E" Award 
five times, Convair’s Vultee 
Field Division has been noti¬ 
fied by Under Secretary of War 
Robert P. Patterson that the 
plant had won the fourth star 
for its "E" flag, indicative 
of five citations. The Downey 
plant is currently engaged in 
building major assemblies for 
Convair’s new and still re¬ 
stricted B-32 Dominator super¬ 
bomber, the Navy’s latest PB4Y 
-2 Privateer patrol bomber, and 
the P-38 Lightning fighter 
plane. 



Logical successor to dance 
manias of other decades.... the 
Cake Walk, Bunny Hug, Turkey 
Trot, Maxixe, Black Bottom.... 
is aviation’s own ,THE'0l£0 STRUT 
ne/t week: Stock / 







ABOUT THE COVER 


CWl£ DANCE AT 
CLUB SATURDAY 

The Club is undergoing its 
periodic 200-day check again. 
It needs general overhauling 
and replacement of worn parts. 
Spares are being sought in the 
form of new governors. 

This weekend will deter¬ 
mine, says Chairman Ed Jones, 
whether hereafter Saturday 
night will be the loneliest 
night in the week for ex-mem¬ 
bers. The Club's fans are 
asked to attend a Crisis Dance 
(with orchestra) this Saturday 
evening. Pre-requisite: Cur¬ 
rent dues must be paid at 
Jones' office or the Club. 

This party will be either 
one of final farewell to the 
Club...or one of greeting to a 
financially solvent membership 
and a freshly elected govern¬ 
ment . 

"We feel”, says the bal¬ 
lot being mailed to members, 
"it is time someone else wor¬ 
ried about the beer and ice 
supply so that we, the former 
Board, can enjoy same with a 
clear conscience. The follow¬ 
ing names have been suggested 
as likely suspects: 

DAY SHIFT: Cliff Phelps, Art 
Steck, Quent Cudney, Herb 
Kraft, Ed Piersol, E. Thompson. 
NIGHT SHIFT: Maxine Shepard, 

Carl Ecklund, R. H. Dawn, H. 
Brenner. 

"Your vote to give the 
Club new blood must be accomp¬ 
anied by your March dues so 
the new group will be off to a 
good start. Unless sufficient 
interest is shown we will as¬ 
sume that the Club is no long¬ 
er desired and will close it. 

All who want to keep the 
Club alive are urged to attend 
the Crisis Dance this Saturday 
night. 


Co/vs/\ir\nay s RedG^oss 
nearly over me top ./ 

Thanks Eo £ YSR V ONE[f 


While the Instrument Shop's 
Assistant Foreman,W.D. Isbell, 
examines a gyro rotor, Chuck 
Wiener, auto-pilot mechanic, 
checks a nozzle plate. Here 
in the Instrument Shop where 
the highest precision work is 
accomplished, exactness is a 
science. Ten men with highly 
specialized talents are en¬ 
gaged in the complete overhaul 
of all Consairway aircraft, 
engine, flight and navigation¬ 
al instruments. On the desk 
between Wiener and Isbell are 
but a few of the surgical-like 
tools used by the craftsmen. 
To the left of the hypodermic 
needle which is filled with 
oil is a glass bell container 
in which are kept safe from 
contamination repaired parts 
ready for reassembly. 

FLIGHT 
READINGS_ 

His buddies may now refer 
to him as CAPTAIN Cecil Halli- 
nan. 


Six new co-pilots have re¬ 
cently had their names added 
to the Consairway roster....A. 
L. Tucker and N. E. Watson, 
from Ford; W. A. Jamison from 
Douglas; F. J. Fritz from San 
Diego; E.R. Oppenheimer, form¬ 
erly of the Royal Air Force 
Transport Command, and A. J. 
Smith of the Royal Canadian 
Air Force. 


Nashville is fast running 
out of its LB-30 pool. Only 
three converted bombers ear¬ 
marked for Consairway service 
remain and one of these, Ship 
640, is this moment being 
groomed for immediate depart¬ 
ure to Fairfield on the arriv¬ 
al of pick-up crewmen D. A. 
Franklin, C. T. Kilgore and 
R. C. Hauff. 










Charlie Johnston has spent the 
past week mournfully crooning 
’’Somebody Stole My Gal”. 

WARNING TO MOTORISTS IN THE 
VICINITY OF FAIRFIELD: 

"Slick” Hembree has once again 
fired up the "Blue Beetle”. 
This so called mechanical mon¬ 
strosity is Mr. Hembree’s mode 
of traveling to and from work- 
—but it does have a few minor 
discrepancieso Namely: It 

runs out of gas at regular in¬ 
tervals (nightly)„ it is in¬ 
jurious to the human anatomy 
(just ask Lam), and it is very 
costlyo -SooooocooMrs» Hembree 
has donned her jeans, and by 
combining the Hembree income 
they are once again making an 
attempt to keep the ’’Blue 
Beetle” in operation. 

Boone.....perhaps you didn’t 
quite understand just what the 
duties of a stock dispatcher 
consisted of. They do not in¬ 
clude ’’Assisting chubby main¬ 
tenance men with their wet 
weather attire. ” Hereafter, 
it will not be necessary for 
Stevie to exhaust herself try¬ 
ing to get you out of a pair 
of rain pants 0 

’’Ozark’s version of Sir Walter 
Raleigh”.....George Lam, has 
kindly consented to ferry dis¬ 
tressed young ladies across 
any Maintenance Office lagoon 
that may appear in the future 0 

Swing Shifters are all going 
to the club Thursday night 
after work for another jambor¬ 
ee,, There still is a critical 


woman shortage at the dances, 
and dayshift gals are more 
than welcome. 0.K.1 O.K.J So 
we’re pleading with you to 
come. How’s about it? 

No To Dennis has resigned from 
the service station business, 
and has decided to spend his 
spare time planting a victory 
gardeno (Mrs. Dennis had a 
great deal to do with his de¬ 
cision) o • 

Mildred Nokes has a body guard 
now, who accompanies her on 
her many missions thither and 
yon c (By the way Boone, did 
you notice the size of that 
guy???) 

’’Gonsairway ’s Own Ma Perkins” 
.....each day doing her little 
bit to help others...spreading 
joy here and there (etc, etc, 
etc.) You must all get ac¬ 
quainted with her,tell her all 
your woes and worries. Inci¬ 
dentally, she’s Herb Jewell’s 
secretary,. 



ON SHAK.&S ToOAy 
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Scenef The tennis courts at Fairfield High School last Sunday» 


Setili, tired of idle volleying, graciously agrees to take 
on the Tennis Player who, until now, has been sitting quietly 
on the sidelines. 

’’Can’t play much”, says the newcomer.. „.”My wife will be 
back with the youngster soon, Maybe we can arrange some doubles 
then?” j 

The Cap'n nods and slams the ball over the net at his new 
adversaryo The ball whizzes back 0 .. 0 faster, harder. Our hero 
brightens. This looks like promising competition. 

As minutes pass, that promise is delivered. The newcomer 
proves more than adequate and Setili is hard put to keep re¬ 
turning the other’s shots. 

The wife and child come back. The Tennis Player and she 
retire to the center court while Setili drops on the bench for 
a rest. 


’’Good Man I" he remarks. 

Then it begins...... the most furious tennis set that Fair- 

field’s easy going courts have ever trembled under. When the 
last ball has seared the net and the spectators are pop-eyed 
with amazement, Setili walks over to his erstwhile opponent and 
asks, ’’Would you consider giving me a little dual time? You 
play very well.” 

The Tennis Player grins and says, ’’Sure. Be glad to. 
What’s your name?” 

’’Setili. What’s yours?” 

’’Frankie Kovacs”, says the world’s number one professional 
tennis ace. 


CURTAIN 























































CLUB RIDES AGAIN!! 

The Consairway Club, its 
future still very much in ques¬ 
tion, refuses to lie down and 
die; despite the "Wake" held 
there two weeks ago.and the 
barred doors last Saturday, 
the Club staggers ahead to a 
date on April 7th. This af¬ 
fair safely survived, the Club 
will then present a wing-ding 
on April 21st, 

This latter session will 
be sparked by an orchestra.... 

AND FLOOR SHOW. Co-Pilot How¬ 
ard Brooks has accumulated a 
group of variety acts and 
promises to have them present 
at the Club on the 21st 0 Thus 
far, he has rounded up a mas¬ 
ter of ceremonies-mimic,a girl 
trio, a comedian, a magician, 
and a series of impromptu 
blackoutso 

In addition, that evening' 
the ’’Society For the Preser¬ 
vation of Barber Shop Balladry” 
will be represented by two of 
its popular Consairway expon¬ 
ents, ’’Jerk” Jervis and Ed 
Beaudine 0 

WHAT DO YOU THINK ? 

HOW DO YOU THINK THE CONSAIRWAY CLUB 
COULD BE MADE MORE POPULAR? 

AL LONSTRONf I think the Club would 
be more popular if they’d have a 
steady scheduled band and have party 
arrangements and organization where¬ 
by tag dances and a variety of music 
would exist so that everyone present 
could intermingle more. 

VIRGINIA HAYES: Let’s have some¬ 

thing else besides refreshments and 
dancing sometimes to records, some¬ 
times to an orchestra. Open the Club 
two nights a month and have a good 
orchestra on those nights. A spec¬ 
ial party now and then on a holiday 
or other special occasions, and on 


Club nights have special dances or 
games in which everyone can partici¬ 
pate and -get acquainted. If they 
have fun and enjoy themselves, they 
will want to come back. 

GEORGE BULLINGTON: I think the Club 
would be much more popular if they 
charged by the night rather than re¬ 
quiring monthly dues. Most people 
average about one visit to the Club 
a month and feel that $ 5.00 is quite 
high. An admission fee of §2.00 per 
couple would probably be satisfact¬ 
ory. 

More novelty parties would be 
a good incentive. Welcoming and 
introductions by a nost would warm 
up the crowd and make them feei more' 
at home. Less shop taik is also a 
good idea. Organized card games for 
those who don't care about dancing 
would help. The swing shift seems 
to have a good formula. 

RONNIE 3HREVE? A very broad ques¬ 
tion. ... .However , the popularity is 
not so much the question as the 
patronage. The average yeoman is 
aware that the club exists, but is 
somewhat reluctant to adhere to the 
blanket monthly fee. . .primarily be¬ 
cause the individual may not be 
able to attend weekly. Thus, it is 
the opinion of the writer that a 
’’Consairway Roll” could be taken, 
contacting every fellow employee on 
the question of the Club’s function¬ 
ing——considering fees (nightly or 
monthly) and what the majority 
wants —-then a consensus of opinion 
could be gained and the Club run as 
desired. The question concerns too 
many individuals to be answered 
satisfactorily by one or a small 
group of persons... 


NEW CAPTAINS 

Co-pilots Bill Guiney and 
George Rivers celebrated their 
recent passing of the 3ATR 
test by snagging a third bar 
apiece..they are now CAPTAINS! 










WRITES 

’30" TO COLUMN 
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WRIGHTSON RETURNS 
V TO CONSAIRWAY 




As it must to all writers, 
journalistic exhaustion came 
this week to ^-L'Tonsy" , norn d e 
typewriter f or (,Maxine Shepherd 
The wear and tear or news-" 
hounding among cautious Oon- 
sairwayites issue after issue 
of Flight Deck finally took 
its toll Co.,.and "Topsy” wants 
to return to anonymity. She 
goes with our sincere regrets, 
highest recommendation, yes... 
and a bit of envy, too. 

And just in case she's 
ever tempted to return to the 
Flight Deck fold, we'll keep 
a space-widener on hand. 

Jin ^ S Jl / 

ARMY GETS HANGAR 



Oonsairway has relinquish¬ 
ed the newly erected hangar to 
the local Army authorities, it 
has been announced. 

Much larger a structure 
than the hangar originally 
sought, the new building's 
spaciousness could not be jus¬ 
tified by Oonsairway's opera¬ 
tion so much as by the Army's 
which is now undergoing a 
considerable expansion. 


The first Oonsairway em¬ 
ployee to return from the Arm¬ 
ed Forces, Arthur Wrightson is 
this week scheduled to reappear 
on the Fairfield scene. 

Prior to his induction in¬ 
to the Army last year, Art was 
head of this Division’s Indus¬ 
trial Relations Department.... 
a position to which he will 
return. 

f T t I s 

RED CROSS OVER TOP 

With artist George Mathis 
in the driver's seat, wielding 
his poster-paint brush like a 
whip }> Oonsairway went over the 
top ‘on the Red Gross War Fund-" 
Drive last week. 

According to the Division 
Treasurer, Mathis' chairman¬ 
ship efforts' combined with 
Oonsairwayites' generosity 

netted the Red Cross a total 
sum of $3,200. This far ex¬ 
ceeds last year's representa¬ 
tion. 

To this amount will, be 
added a management donation 
of $1,000. 






That's experimental (node! X2.4- 
It is obviously Superior -to present 
models in that it present's better 






















PERFORMANCE INDICA¬ 
TOR DEVELOPED BY 
CONVAJR 

Multi-engined airplane 
lots can now tell in advance 
whether they are going to en¬ 
counter engine trouble, thanks 
to a new-type instrument devel¬ 
oped by research engineers of 
Consolidated Vultee Aircraft 
Corporation„ 

Technically, the instru¬ 
ment is known as an ’’engine 
performance indicator.” It 
comprises a rectangular metal 
box full of electrical e ail¬ 
ment, and is small enough to 
fit in the. side coat pocket of 
a man’s suit. It is installed 
adjacent to the carburetor of 
an airplane engine, and its 
function is to measure the dis¬ 
tance (right or left) to which 
the engine is displaced when 
the propeller is rotating. 

If the engine is function¬ 
ing- normally, the instrument 
actuates a -gage in the pilot’s 


compartment; and this gage 
shows, with greater accuracy 
than any similar device pre¬ 
viously developed, how much 
horsepower the engine is put- 
ing out. Then, if the engine 
begins to operate improperly 
the gage needle oscillates ac¬ 
cordingly and a warning light 
glows on the pilot’s instru¬ 
ment panel—giving the pilot 
plenty of time to cut the en¬ 
gine and feather the propeller. 

Previously, because there 
were no suitable engine warn¬ 
ing devices, pilots often 
could not detect power plant 
troubles before an engine 
actually failed; and then, 
sometimes, it was too late. 
Most multi-engined airplanes 
can fly safely with half of 
their engines inoperative; but 
accidents have occured because 
the pilots could not detect 
trouble quickly enough to ad¬ 
just engine controls and feath¬ 
er propellers. 

NEW AAF SHOW 


_ • 

P/cfi)£sE o-faSl/NKER who, -toolazy 



to qet a stand ot his 
own-,steals that ©4 his 
tallow uPorker- while the 
over at the tool crib or 
sofy\etlnincj... 


Inauguration of a new 
plane-to-people radio program, 
wherein first-hand reports of 
air combat will be broadcast 
by means of wire recording. ap¬ 
paratus installed in fighting 
planes,and by combat air crews, 
was announced today by General 
of the Army H. H. Arnold. 

Combat radio reporter 
teams will broadcast from 
every theater where the AAF is 
Operating. Their adaptation 
of the walky-talky technique 
will bring home to the radio 
public the sound and flavor of 
air war, much as combat camera¬ 
men and combat reporters have 
translated it into picture and 
prose. 

Titled ’’The Fighting AAF,” 
the program is to be heard 
over the Blue Network of the 
American Broadcasting Company 
every Saturday at 10:30 a.mV, 

?. T . V . T. 



Nashville News 
by G. Me Elroy 

D. A. Curtiss ran afoul of 
a thoroughly irritated black 
and yellow wasp. Doren had 
the temerity to sit on it. 
Since the results were what 
was to be expected,D. A. looks 
before he sits - now. 


During the cigarette 
shortage, a package of tobacco 
from the South was tried. The 
snipes smoked like neoprene 
smells, so engineering was 
approached on the possibility 
of this tobacco compound for 
aromatic resistant varnish.... 
no success yet. But if you 
find a smelling gas tank- 


Nashville representatives 
are gathering together loose 
ends preparatory to returning 
to home base. The whishing 
noices at the Junction of high 
way 7IS and 71N on the way to 

Memphis-said noises are the 

representatives leaving Nash¬ 
ville when the last conversion 
hits the air. 

Martin Zipp taught J. 
Duehren to play penny ante 
Monday evening. At the same 
session ’’The Zipper” gave a 
series of lessons to Captain 
and Mrs. Jennings, A. E. Sousa 
and Mr. and Mrs. McElroy. 

Mr. G. W. Me Intire has a 
very juicy steak on order. 
’•Ye’re sure he intends to use 
it on a trial run of his pipe¬ 
holding gadget. 


Hypodermic needles used by 
the medical profession now are 
helping with the job of build¬ 
ing better airplanes at Vultee 
Field. Essentially, the meth¬ 
od consists of filling a hypo 
needle with a new-type ink and 
using it to make full-scale 
"master layouts” of airplane 
parts. 

The ink makes lines that 
are dark enough to be repro¬ 
duced with maximum clarity. 
Yet those lines can be quickly 
removed with a penknife or 
thumbnail whenever necessary. 

Hypodermic needles are 
used because the new ink has a 
lacquer base which would keep 
it from flowing through an 
ordinary drafting pen. 



THE ’’LOG” 

















WHAT'S IN THE AIR ? 


Stories have it that trav¬ 
el restricted civilians are 
soon to have company from the 
military. Reports are that 
AAF commanding officers will 
seek to stop unnecessary trav¬ 
el by their personnel. Travel 
under the new orders will be 
curtailed if it is not defin¬ 
itely contributing to the war 
effort. 

A well known airline in 
the east says that it has a- 
vailable immediately 1000 jobs 
for war veterans with amputa¬ 
tions. These men are eligible, 
it is said, for such jobs as 
accountants, bookkeepers, 

mechanics, weather experts, 
ticket sellers and reservation 
clerks. 

Spain sidles further to¬ 
ward the Allied side with the 
announcement that it has ap¬ 
proved U, S. Development of a 
new airfield opposite the 
Madrid Airport, Supplies for 
Allied Forces and liberated 
populations can be landed in 


large planes on this field and 
the negotiations are designed 
to open it for post-war civil¬ 
ian use by American and other 
transport planes. 

It had to happen sometime, 
A commercial airline relates 
that it recently welcomed a 
lady passenger .aboard one of 
its ships on her first trip. 
The stewardess gave the lady 
some gum telling her to use it 
for her ears. At the end of 
the flight, the passenger com¬ 
plained that the chewing gum 
was entirely too sticky. She 
had chewed the gum well, div¬ 
ided it, and inserted half a 
wad in each ear, 

GAA and GAD representat¬ 
ives have been told by a 
representative of General Mot¬ 
ors that his organization was 
planning on furnishing a com¬ 
plete instrument panel for the 
post-war personal plane at 
a possible cost of $75.00. A 
set of instruments currently 
costs from three hundred to 
four hundred dollars; project¬ 
ed instrument standardization 
should help bring down overall 
cost of personal planes, it 
was claimed, making them more 
easily obtainable by lower in¬ 
come groups. 


CONSAIRWAY'S OWN GLOSSARY 









them tola him, ’’That would be out of your PROVINCE. 


4 


So the LAM went on in a WESTERN direction where 
there was a GARRISON under the ELMS, in which a 
NIGHTINGALE and a DOVE were righting over a BERRY. 
Outside tne GARRISON was a sentinel with a SPEER, 
standing guard over a FAIR lady in a SILKEN gown, 
who called to the little LAM and said, ’’LITTLE LAM, 
if you should see a PEDLER, tell him I would like to 
buy a JEWELL, or a BOOK, or even a SILVERNAIL.” 

The LAM looked out for the PEDLER, but instead 
he saw a DRAPER in a LONG BROWN robe, a MILLER grind¬ 
ing RICE, a SHOEMAKER, a POTTER, a CHANDLER, a TAYLOR, 
a BURGESS, and even the STEWARD of the HALL. He be¬ 
gan to think he was a SAPP. 

t 

Getting extremely hungry, the LAM stopped'near 
Fairfield, bought a WIENER at the Cafe, and it rais¬ 
ed CAIN with his tummy, reducing him to a broken 
REED. 


He wanted very much to go home, and said a 
LITTLE prayer, ending it with a fervent AMEN, He 
wished he had an airplane, or. any old CRATE. He 
wished for a horse, so he might smite it smartly on 
the WITHERS and gallop home. He wished for a tele¬ 
phone so he could DIAL the doctor. 

When he had about given up hope of getting home 
a GARDINER found him and made him the WARD of a 
SCOTT, who turned him out in the PA.RKS in WILSHIRE. 
The LITTLE LAM reflected, ' T It will be a COLE day in 
July when I run away again. I STUBBS my toe, gets 
MARKS on my pretty white coat, and land in the BUNK¬ 
ER.” 

All this,of course, happened on the banks of the 
HUDSON, and should be a lesson to all Maintenance 
Personnel, especially by the name of LAM. 


































ABOUT THE COVER 


Proaiic/tion or a 4 engine 
land based transport plane, 
designated RY-3, wlfs announced 
by officials of Consolidated 
Vultee Aircraft Corporation. 
The plane, which is a trails- . 
port version of the Privateer 
PB4Y-2, bas been in production 
for several months- at San 
Diego, it was revealed. 

Simultaneously, it was 
learned that the Royal Air 
Force Transport Command is 
using-a fleet of the new trans¬ 
ports for military purposes in 
connection with the Pacific 
war o 

' Third of a series of four 
engine cargo-transport planes 
built by Convair, the RY-3 is 
a high wing monoplane capable 
of carrying a gross weight of 
approximately 60,000 pounds. 
Designed for long range over¬ 
seas operation, the transport 
has. a maximum speed of over 
250 rn.p.h. and a range in ex¬ 
cess of 3,000 miles. The plane 
has a tricycle landing gear. 

Operated by a crew of 
four — pilot, co-piiot, radio 
operator , and navigator — the 
RY-3 -carries a useful load of 
30,000 pounds. 


Facilities are provided for 28 
.passengers. For alternate 
purposes, 26 litters c.an be 
carried, or an equivalent a- 
mount of cargo 

The Liberator-type wing 
has a span of iiO fdet. The 
plane, is 75 feet in length- and 
its distinctive single rudder 
tail assembly extends 29 feet 
from the ground. It is powered 
by four 1350 h.p. Pratt & 
•Thitney engines. A hot air 
system is used for cabin heat¬ 
ing ana for preventing airfoil 
icing conditions. 

Design work on the trans¬ 
port was started in October, 
1943, and was completed six 
months later when the proto¬ 
type received its initial 
flight test. 


( Editor's note : That little bird 

who tells all, reports that the art 
ist, just after producing hundreds 
of those ’Prop ’Yarning' posters, 
himself ignored their message and 
walked thru a plane's danger zone!) 
( artist's note : That same-bird re¬ 
ported to me that Ye Ed, just after 
writing a warning in this publica¬ 
tion that all employes should park 
somewhere else than the parking lot 
drove into his accustomed spot, 
car and wondered ''why 
so few folks at work 


locked his 
there were 
that day”!) 


M 


0K OUT for 
either-THEY'RE 
BOTH KILLERS! 
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The Consairway Club will 
come out of its current black¬ 
out the Saturday following 
next, April 21st, when members 
will gather for a shindig rem¬ 
iniscent of the old days when 
the Club was the focal point 
of all local entertainment for 
Consairwayites 0 

In addition to the regular 
pursuits of happiness offered 
by the Club, that evening, 
there will be an excellent or¬ 
chestra for dancing and a 
floor show comprised of prof¬ 
essional and semi-professional 
entertainers, according to Co¬ 
pilot Howard Brooks who has 
been rounding up the program. 

Assistant Chief of Flight 
Quent Cudney last week was 
elected by Club members as 
the new chairman to replace Ed 
Jones, retiring after a half 
year of outstanding service as 
the Club’s mentor, Cudney in¬ 
dicated that he will attempt 
to follow the dictates of mem¬ 
bers and put into effect some 
recommendations for improve¬ 
ments, ’’One in particular, 
he said, ’’will be substitution 
of door charges for the month¬ 
ly dues assessment. Hereafter, 
couples will pay §2,00 at the 
door; stags will pay $1,00. 
The Club will offer the same 
refreshment program, and orch¬ 
estras will be contracted for 
as the attendance warrants. 
More special parties will be 
arranged and, on these, sug¬ 
gestions of members are solic¬ 
ited,” 

The new chairman nopes 
eventually to turn over opera¬ 
tion of the Club to a still-to- 
be-selected board of governors 
and manager. Dances will be 
held twice monthly. At any 
other time, afternoons or 
evenings, the Club’s premises 
are available without cost to 
any Consairway group wishing 
to give a party. 


The Consairway Employees 
Suggestion Plan Committee met 
early this week for the pur¬ 
pose of considering the most 
recent submissions of this 
Division's more imaginative 
employees. 

From the ideas represent¬ 
ed for investigation and judg¬ 
ment, two were selected as 
meeting the Plan’s criterion 
and the Division’s require¬ 
ments: 0. C. Western, of Main¬ 
tenance ,received a one-hundred 
dollar war bond for his sug¬ 
gestion pertaining to an im¬ 
proved method of bolt identi¬ 
fication. 

For his idea of an im¬ 
proved front breather line in¬ 
stallation, maintenance man L. 
K. McCorkell received a twenty- 

five dollar war bond. 

% 
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The quest for licensing 
of navigators, long spear¬ 
headed by Kerry Coughlin, ap¬ 
pears to be drawing to a close. 

According to Director Ben 
Stern of the CAA Information 
Office in Washington: 

’’The question of certifi¬ 
cating aerial navigators has 
been under study during recent 
months, and it is probable 
there will soon be regulation 
to require such licensing. 

"Until the start of the 
war, aerial navigation was one 
of the duties of the pilot on 
nearly all flights except the 
military and needed no CAA con¬ 
trol, With the approach of 
wide use of planes large en¬ 
ough to carry a navigator as 
part of the crew, the advisa¬ 
bility of licensing them has 
become important. 

"The CAA submitted sugges¬ 
tions to the International 
Civil Aviation Congress last 
November, and our general in¬ 
spection branch advises that 
certificates will be required 
for aerial navigators within a 
few months." 





The KICK-OFF on the Seventh 
War Loan Drive will take place 
at Consairway tomorrow, April 
12tho To stimulate fullest 
participation in the campaign, 
carpenter Ez Thompson is loos¬ 
ing his artistic nature in the 
building of a ’’Yaller” Consair¬ 
way covered wagon. This will 
be exhibit ”A” in the drive 
and will constitute a changing 
record of day to day progress 
as employees sign up for EXTRA 
Bonds. As they enter the 7th 
War Loan Drive, their names 
will be painted by "Mad" Math¬ 
is on the wagon’s cover. It 
is hoped that Consairwayites 
will so cover the wagon with 
their signatures that it will 
be necessary to construct a 
new trailer. 

As an added feature, three 
plastic model B-24's have been 
obtained from San Diego. All 
participants in the Drive who 
buy extra bonds will become 
eligible to win one of these 
when they are given away at 
the completion of the program. 

Roy Bond, of Payroll, an¬ 
nounces that special arrange¬ 
ments have been made this time 
to encourage readier partici¬ 
pation, You may buy your ext¬ 
ra bond by signing deduction 
authorizations for as little 
as $3.75 from your regular 
check. Solicitation wiil be 
accomplished in the same mann¬ 
er as was the Red Cross Drive. 

A successful record estab¬ 
lished during the Seventh War 
Loan Drive could do much to 
help erase the stigma of being 
in last place on the Division¬ 
al War Bond Report for March, 
1945. Consairway is holding 
down 13th position with 74$ of 
its employees participating to 
an extent of 9$ of the payroll. 

DON’T FAIL TO GET ABOARD 
THE BOND WAGON NOW! .’ 
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To keep Consairway inform¬ 
ed of all new techniques and 
devices that can aid the organ¬ 
ization’s personnel in maint¬ 
aining their outstanding per¬ 
formance record, the Division 
is sending two supervisors 
back to schoolo Russell 
’’Smokey” Cole, of Radio, is 
scheduled for a several weeks’ 
visit to Wright Field, Dayton, 
•Ohio, where he will study long 
range radio navigation equip¬ 
ment. Chief Flight Engineer, 
Lo M. Goodloe will turn his 
attention temporarily away 
from the A & E School to at¬ 
tend a thirty-day course at 
the Pratt & Whitney school in 
Hartford, Connecticut. There 
he will take the Pratt & Whit¬ 
ney instruction course on en¬ 
gines with an eye to passing 
on to pilots and engineers the 
information he gains in refer¬ 
ence to the latest servicing 
i&ethods, as well as their best 
educational systems and charts. 

WVvtvWs Wavs SVvveiw. 

Ronald Shreve, of the 
Engineering Department, last 
Monday night spoke before the 
Winter’s Chamber of Commerce 
on Post-war aviation opportun¬ 
ities for the small community. 
Of particular interest to the 
audience was the discussion of 
Winters as a potential feeder 
line station. He also touched 
on possible problems that 
might arise in operation of a 
Winters airport,sales and ser¬ 
vicing of private craft, and 
government-sponsored education 
programs in the aviation field. 


Ship 375, ’’Old Consistent” 
relinquishes the honor she has 
solitarily held since she was 
the first craft to log 10,000 
flight hours. Two more Con- 
sairway Liberators, ships 532 
and 586, are now sharing her 
high estate as two-million- 
milers. 


Consairway saluted its 
first month of operating all 
LB-30-type equipment by chalk¬ 
ing up, in March, a month of 
schedules completed 100%. 

Maintenance and Flight 
can take pride in the fact 
that every one of the 101 
trips scheduled to Hawaii, 
Australia, and the other west¬ 
ern terminal was completed. 

Flashing a brand new 
third bar is CAPTAIN Freddie 
Miller.„..congratulations. 

Co-pilots A. T. Mitchell 
and M. E. Hinds are acting 
captains on local shakedowns. 


Consairway will hold its 
second Foremen’s Dinner this 
Thursday, April 12th, at the 
Waterman Park Community Center. 

Overseeing the dinner and 
refreshments will be Division 
Manager Dick Mitchell. 



TO PREVENT SUt?D6N osclLATioN 


ON EACH 5 /OE OF CENTER.. 


ROTATION IS PERMITTED »N CONI'- 


FORMATION WITH GP-OUN D LOADS 
IWPOSEO ON IT. i nat. n \ m . 
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Chef Mo Zipp recommends 
for dessert, one bowl of chili* 
Kaufman Style. 

Temper relief valve re¬ 
quested by Representatives 
Sousa and Simmons in order to 
keep from exploding while driv¬ 
ing in downtown Nashville. 

Nashville and LB-30 repre¬ 
sentatives are chuckling over 
the Consairway Glossary ”Swing- 
ing the Compass”. 

The next flight delivery 
crew is requested to bring an¬ 
other quarter mile of runway to 
be used in taxi runs. 

Quentin Jervis challenges 
old or new CO 2 fire extinguish¬ 
ers to a wrestling match, and 
no holds barred. 

Incidents you should have 

seen-Mrs. R. B. McElroy 

bandying words with the auc¬ 


tioneer in Olsen and Johnson’s 
"Sons of Fun” - and cute too. 

Added Similies-As 

trustworthy as a Nashville 

weather report- : -As glori- 

us as a Tennessee Negroe’s 
zoot zuit. 

A. E. Sousa is B.T.O. 
check pilot for the Nashville 
Division. 


Se'fCvo'c GveefcS 5'W.vov 

While his proud father 
beamed happily,Robert Belcher, 
junior, bought coffee and 
doughnuts for everybody in the 
hangar Monday morning. The 
six pound, five ounce newcomer 
wasn’t present at the ceremony; 
he was remaining with his 
mother at Bunny Hospital where 
he arrived last Sunday. Little 
sister Karen, too, is an alum¬ 
nus of Bunny Hospital, class 
of ’44. 






















T+(e Tool CR/B> 

There’s always a better 

way or a better tool.and a 

smart mechanic is constantly 
in search of both. To help 
him, we will publish from time 
to time in these pages notes 
on tools and devices that are 
languishing from lack of use 
in the tool crib. We’ll be 
repaid for the effort if 
but five minutes is cut from 
any job because of some mech's 
introduction to a tool that 
he hadn't thought of using be¬ 
fore . 

Take for example the 
little item sketched below 
this column. This is an "In¬ 
take Adapter Wrench". Ever 
try it? You should, for in¬ 
stead of having to remove the 
cylinder barrel when you un¬ 
cover a coupling leak, this 
baby tightens' the coupling 
neatly in place. And saves 
Gonsairway about five hours 
in the process l 

The "Intake Adapter 
Wrench" is steel. The connec¬ 
tion threads should, there¬ 
fore, be well lubricated be¬ 
fore application with anti¬ 
seize . 

It’s a Consairway-design- 
ed job, so let’s really put 
it to work. 




WHO LEAVES PARTS WfTH* 
OUT TAfrS OH TH€ PARTS 
PR0C£SSfN& TABUE ! f J J 


PALMER HEWLETT DIES 

Palmer A. Hewlett, Export 
Sales Director for Consoli¬ 
dated Vultee Aircraft Corpora¬ 
tion, died in Washington, D.C., 
on April 8th. 

In Aviation since 1915, 
Hewlett was vice president in 
charge of sales for Vultee 
Aircraft, Inc., for several 
years. Shortly after the 
merger of the two companies, 
he became Washington Represent¬ 
ative for Convair, and for the 
past year served as Export 
Sales Director. 

WIN A B 24 
MODEL 




Consairway Western Terminal 



Here are some views of life 
at Fairfield, Number two.... 
the other Consairway termin¬ 
al. The photo to the left 
shows a group of structures 
that might well pass as 
Waterman Park annex. They 
house Consairwaymen station¬ 
ed at this base. Center, 
rear, is the local Club. 


At the right, recent Fair- 
field evacuee "Shorty” G. T. 
Barker and M. N. Westwood 
make like they’re capturing 
a Jap Tank. Much Nip war 
materiel on the island was 
abandoned by the enemy as 
they were blasted back by 
the Yanks. 




Consairway maintenance man 
S. R. Sellers, at left, 
steps out of the shower and 
ponders over most delightful 
way to arouse "Sleeping 
Beauty", played by Floyd 
Hightower. The latter, his 
Fairfield friends will be 
glad to note, hasn’t changed. 






Wcvw tvss C.O.os Co\ 
’SUve^ocs ooevseokS 

The Fairfield-Suisun Array- 
Air Base this week received a 
new Commanding Officer as Lt. 
Colonel Arthur W. Stephenson, 
here since May, 1943, departed 
on an overseas assignment Lto 
Col. Mo L. Cunningham, who had 
previously served as acting 
base commander during Colo 
Stephenson’s absence, has as¬ 
sumed command of the base. 

Colonel Stephenson has 
served in all three theatres 
of ATC operation and has over 
16,000 hours logged. He assis¬ 
ted in commencement of the 
South Atlantic operation 
through Ascension Island. He 
later served as control offic¬ 
er at Hickam. 

Colonel Cunningham is a 
senior pilot with over 5000 
hours. He flew with Pennsyl¬ 
vania Air Lines and was Chief 
of the CAA’s Air Carrier 
Branch,assigned to Fort Worth, 
Texas. He served overseas for 
17 months as director of oper¬ 
ations for the 47th Transport 
Group, assisting in establish¬ 
ment of air routes across Cen¬ 
tral Africa. More recently, 
he was with ATC headquarters 
in Washington as Assistant 
Chief of the Transport Div¬ 
ision. 


V&vMvew&e (Aoues 
HftsWxW*. as Nv$v. 

W. R. Lawrence, Jr., Tusc- 
on division manager of Consoli¬ 
dated Vultee Aircraft Corpora¬ 
tion and well known to many 
Consairwayites, has been named 
manager of the corporation’s 
Nashville Division, it was an¬ 
nounced by Harry Woodhead,Con- 
vair president. 

James L. Kelley, Division 
Manager at San Diego, will al¬ 
so serve as manager of the Tuc¬ 
son plant. Kelley will spend 
part of his time at each of 
the plants. 

Lawrence succeeds Ernest 
Wenigmann, Nashville Division 
manager since November 15,1944, 
who . has been transferred to 
Convair’s Allentown, Pa.,plant 
as division manager. 

Lawrence, a native of 
Colorado,attended Pennsylvania 
Academy and is a graduate of 
the University of Colorado. 
He joined Convair January 1, 
1941, as coordinator in the 
test and service (later flight 
delivery) department at San 
Diego. He was transferred to 
Tucson in May, 1942, as acting 
manager of the dispersal base 
and in August of the same year 
became division manager, which 
post he held until his trans¬ 
fer to Nasnviile. 
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V/E.'DAV PROCEDURE 

As the Allies clean Europe 
of her last Nazi holdouts, and 
the day of Victory in that 
theater comes ever closer, it 
is appropriate that Gonsairway 
men and women once again re¬ 
call Division Manager Dick 
Mitchell’s suggestion for 
their course of conduct on 
that joyful day: 

"Because we in the air 
transport industry have a par¬ 
ticular responsibility in this 
war, this Division will remain 
open as usual on the day that 
Germany surrenders 0 

"Material which is trans¬ 
ported in our airplanes is vi¬ 
tal to the military action now 
in progress in the Pacific. 
Therefore, it is vital that 
our airplanes depart on sched¬ 
ule VE-Day, as every day Q 

"The formal end of the 
war in Europe has no special 
meaning for Gonsairway as our 
' job has always been in the 
Pacific area. The war in the 
Pacific is now returning to 
the ground from which it start¬ 
ed, and it is apparent that 
many months of intensive activ¬ 
ity are ahead before we can 
celebrate the surrender of the 
Jap. 

"THE VE-DAY PROCEDURE FOR 
CONSAIRWAY WILL BE TWO DEPART¬ 
URES AS USUALJ" 

FROI* THE BULLETIN 

The Fairfield-Suisun AAB 
"Daily Bulletin" has, in the 
past week, carried two notices 
of interest to Consairwayites. 

Summer uniform will be 
optional from April 18th. 

Gonsairway personnel are 
reminded of Army Regulation 
210-390 which restricts use of 
War Department theaters to 
military personnel on active 
duty and members of their 
households, and civilians re¬ 
siding within the limits of 
the post. 


NEW CLUB REGifAE 

With considerable reluct¬ 
ance Quent Cudney, recently 
elected chairman of the Club, 
announces that the increasing 
number of chores coming his 
way as head of Consairway 
flight training necessitate 
his stepping down from the 
Club position. "I’m pleased to 
have been so honored", Q,uent 
said, "but I’m sure someone 
else can do more justice to 
the Club chairmanship. For 
that reason, I’ve asked Ronnie 
Shreve to take over. He has 
many sound and constructive 
ideas on stimulating attend¬ 
ance and has a sincere inter¬ 
est in making the Club the 
success it really should be." 

Shreve’s immediate atten¬ 
tion will be given to the 
party planned for this Satur¬ 
day evening, the 21st. He ad¬ 
vises that admission charges 
will be made at the door...... 

$2.00 a couple. An orchestra 
is being arranged for. The 
floor show program is being 
assembled although Howard 
Brooks, its sponsor, is now in 
the hospital recuperating from 
an appendectomy. 

"After the anniversary 
dance at the Club",said Shreve, 
"I hope to be instrumental in 
setting up a new regime that 
will settle once and for all 
the Club’s fate. We will seek 
a board of governors composed 
of a delegate from each of 
Consairway’s departments and 
sub-departments. This will 
give us a truly representative 
group. The Board will elect 
officers and consider ideas 
presented by the fellow em¬ 
ployes whom they represent. 
The first meeting of this 
Board will be early in May." 


GET ON THE WAGON—CONSAIRWAY’S 


SEVENTH WAR LOAN.’ 
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HOW TO FOLO A PAPER. CUP. OR. 


GIMME TWO DO-NOTS QOFFEE 


CLUB PROGRAM sO 

Just as we go to press, ^ 
we are advised by Ronnie ^ 
Shreve, the Club’s general 
factotum, that plans for this ^ 
Saturday evening (as published ^ 
on page two of this issue) CV 
have been altered somewhat. 

It now appears that the 1m 
illness of Co-pilot Howard q 
B rooks has waylaid beyond re- V/ 
pair the presentation of a 
floor show at the Club this 
week-end. The acts will have 
to be held over for a later 

date-HOWEVER...oan orchestra 

will definitely be on hand.... 

AND THE CLUB’S PROGRAM ‘THAT 
NIGHT WILL BE OF AN ENTIRELY 
DIFFERENT NATURE THAN ANY EVER 
PRESENTED THERE BEFORE. So 
the date is still on—Pop the 
question to your dates and 
make plans to come out to the 
Club for some fun this Satur¬ 
day night. 

A last minute flash has 

just come in-’’Goody", our 

Chief Flight Engineer, has had 
his baby! Congratulations to 
Mr. and Mrs. L. M. Goodloe, 
the bouncing boy, his eld,er 
sister, and all the curious 
souls who have pestered"Goody" 
lo these past few weeks. 


& 


7TH WAR LOAN 

The War Bond Wagon is 
rolling along and Consairway- 
ites are clambering aboard 
like seasoned hitch-hikers. 
The fare is merely an extra 
War Bond to be purchased dur¬ 
ing this Seventh War Loan. 

Along about June 1st, the 
Wagon will pull to a halt be¬ 
side three plastic model B-24’s 
and all those aboard will have 
a chance to obtain one in a 
drawing that will be held a- 
mong those who have purchased 
that extra bond either by cash 
or payroll deduction authoriz¬ 
ation. 

Deduction cards must be 
returned to Payroll by the 
following dates: HOURLY 

EMPLOYEES--April 18th, FLAT 

SALARY EMPLOYEES-April 25th. 


Consairway has today established 
a new flight time record for the 
15,308 mile round-trip from San 
Francisco to its Western Terminal 
north-west of New Guinea. Ship 
#369 departed Fairfield April 14 

and returned here April 18-just 

3 DAYS, 20 HOURS, and 28 MINUTES 
LATER! She thus bettered the world 
record set last year when a Consair¬ 
way craft made the 500 mile-shorter 
Australia round-trip in 3 days, 22 
hours and 10 minutes. 








/ SA/o ICrNITIQN harness/" 


Hire Re/\DIN65 

GoAcAo Examiner Art Burns 
made the trip up from Santa 
Monica again last week to pass 
his stamp of approval on five 
more Gonsairway flight men 0 
This time the pilots who ob¬ 
tained their Standard Airline 
Transport Ratings were Capt¬ 
ains Eo Wo Brown, D. Franklin, 
Rod Jackson, Earl McIntyre and 
Gaptain-in-training Mo Hinds 0 

Now engaged in making 
their first trips down the 
route are new co-pilots Barney 
Fritz, former San Diego capt¬ 
ain, and former Ford captains 
No Eo Watson and A. Lo Tucker. 
Only new men still remaining 
in the training section are 
former RoAoF. pilots Eo R, 


Openheimer and A. Smith, and 
recent TV/A captain W. A. Jami¬ 
son who,having completed their 
ground-school period, are now 
receiving their familiariza¬ 
tion flight checks and will 
shortly go on the route« 

All Consairway Captains 
and Go-pilots will soon under¬ 
go their ninety-day flight 
checks, according to Quentin 
Cudney, Assistant Chief of 
Flighto These are made to 
determine the personnel’s con¬ 
tinued proficiency in instru¬ 
ment technique. By the week's 
end, a schedule on use of the 
C-47 and the C-87 for the 
checks will be posted on the 
Dispatch bulletin board c 

Co-pilot R. D. Green can 
now appreciate better the 
problem of the one-armed paper 
hangaro..o..Mel Gravath trans¬ 
ferred operations (no pun in¬ 
tended) from Dispatch to the 
hospital last week and Green 
volunteered to stand in for 
him on the job. It soon occur¬ 
red to him that an injured arm 
in a cast should not be stan¬ 
dard equipment for busy dis¬ 
patchers who spend half their 
working lives holding tele¬ 
phones, sharpening pencils 
opening books, changing tags 
on the board, writing notes, 
etcetera....simultaneously, of 
course. 

Hugh Kingsbury, Consair¬ 
way station manager at a for¬ 
eign base, advises that he is 
now known as the President of 
the ??????????? Islands Chamber 
of Commerce. He has been mak¬ 
ing splendid use of the sup¬ 
ply of calendars and aircraft 
picture albums sent him..„”I 
have them in every prominent 
spot in this island group and 
either on the walls or desks 
of every person in the area.” 
Good work, Hugh, but we hope 
there's no truth to the rumor 
that you’re recruiting natives 
and fixing them up with sand¬ 
wich-billboards of the”Eat-At- 
Joe’s” type. 
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THEY mi JAE NOT TO WALK. THRO 
-- THIS AREA " r- - 


A. Eo Sousa had his LB-30 baby- 
buggy rifled by Nashville 
punks who made off with two 
packs of cigarettes - quick¬ 
ly, Jeeves, summon the F.B.I. 

The Gonsairway personnel has 
been keeping such a close in¬ 
spection of conversions that 
it would surprise us little to 
find one of us missing after a 
delivery flight. That thump¬ 
ing you may hear somewhere may 
be Mo Zipp still giving the 
structure ’’just one more look” 0 

BoAo Wright threatens to set a 
bear trap in the glove compart¬ 
ment of his car in order to 
catch the so - and whatever 
who continually fumbles there¬ 
in - and of course the first 
person to be caught will be 
Byron Wright. 


After watching a Jet Job take 
off from .a field, G.W. Me Intire 
quiried,"Have you ever noticed 
the number of airports which 
have a cemetery and an insane 
asylum adjacent thereto.,? 

Do Ao Curtiss has a beaut of a 
head cold in the making. If he 
ever misses with that handker¬ 
chief he is using as a snare, 
his sneezes will blow the top 
off his desko 

Wo Simmons is holding a last 
ditch fight in his efforts to 
keep the plane lines on the 
cabin lights. So far the af¬ 
fair is nip and tuck. First, 
one light is out of line — AH 
—■ Then Yoicks! The battle is 
joined. The offender is 

squelched. And-away back 

there - another light has 

sneaked over a Pearl Harbor. 
A Kimmel and .Short investiga¬ 
tion ensues. " Results -- Sim¬ 
mons’ wild looks. 


Assinine conversations on LB30 
conversion floor-—"Why weren’t 
these bad rivets detected be¬ 
fore?" Answer: "They weren’t 
in before". Carry on, Bagby, 
old gadget. 


There was a young man of 
Kildare 

Combing his head which 
was bare 

He achieved such a shine 
As to make his date blind 
Simply because she must 
stare. 


T. Hill - William 























THE RETIREMENT PMN- 
A ‘‘FOR INSTANCE ".. 


Leisurely travel, fishing 
and other hobbies which will 
enrich the years after retire¬ 
ment are prospects for persons 
with adequate incomes during 
this periodo 

But a standard of living 
such as this requires money 
and a lot,of Convair employes 
know ito Thousands of employes 
in the Convair divisions are 
looking ahead to this period 
to assure themselves addition- 
ai income through the Convair 
Employes' Retirement Plan. By 
supplementing benefits from 
Federal Social Security, many 
win enjoy tne years after re¬ 
tirement, free from financial 
worry. 

If you are over 25 years 
of age and have been at Consol¬ 
idated Vultee continuously for 
three years, you too can join 
those who are building up an 
additional retirement income. 

It is simple. In effect, 
the Equitable Life Assurance 
Society sells you an annuity 
on which you and Convair make 
weekly or semi-monthly pay¬ 
ments. On an average, you pay 
approximately one half of the 
cost while Consolidated Vultee 
pays the remainder. 

A typical employe, whom 
we shall call John Doe,decides 
to take advantage of the Re¬ 
tirement Plan. Let's see how 

John makes out. 

John Doe was born in Sept¬ 
ember, 1900, and came to work 
at Convair in September, 1941. 
He entered the Plan in October 
1944, at which time he was 
making $1.25 an hour. John's 
annuity costs $3.86 a week for 
the first year of his partici¬ 
pation. He pays $1.78 and the 
company pays the other $2.08. 
Should John continue to work 
at his present rate of pay un¬ 
til retirement at 65, he would 


have paid $1,943.76 while the 
company would have contributed 
$3,536.52 into the annuity. 

In addition to the month¬ 
ly check from his annuity,John 
and his wife, after both are 
65 years of age, would receive 
approximately $70.50 under our 
Social Security and the Feder¬ 
al Old Age and Survivors in¬ 
surance system. This is as¬ 
suming that John works through 
to September, 1965, (his re¬ 
tirement date) an average of 
40 hours per week at $1.25 an 
hour. 

Consequently, John and 
his wife could travel, golf, 
fish, or do anything they might 
wish, and be assured of about 
$116.70 every month as regu¬ 
larly as clockwork. 

If John shouldn't stay 
with Convair, but has been in 
the Plan two or more years, he 
has several choices. He may 
take a paid-up annuity for the 
payments both he and the com¬ 
pany have made,or he may with¬ 
draw his own payments, plus 
two percent interest(this rate 
is guaranteed only on contri¬ 
butions made prior to October 
1, 1946. 

If John should pass away 
before retirement, his bene¬ 
ficiary would receive the tot¬ 
al payments made by him and by 
the Company, plus interest. 

No matter what might hap¬ 
pen, the employe cannot lose. 
Consolidated Vultee, frankly, 
expects to benefit, too, since 
it believes this plan offers 
an incentive to the worker to 
stay with the firm until re¬ 
tirement age. 

Think it over. If you are 
among the eligible begin now 
to pile up sunshine for your 
declining years. Those years 
can be mighty bright. 
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TIME AMO THE HORSES HOLD OUT, 


T H £ 

TOOL CRiB 

In our second installment 
of the "Tool Grib" we offer 
you a super-bargain 0 ......FOUR 

little-known, highly useful 
tools that can make your work 
easier and more efficient 0 

First, leave us consider 
the case of the "One-inch 
shallow socket for engine- 
mount nut" (The hardest part 
of using this item is to re¬ 
member its name). "A", as we 
shall hereafter refer to it, 
puts the evil-eye on that nut 
that hides in the recess on 
the cluster weld of the engine 
mounto..makes speedier work in 
running the nut up on the bolt, 
Spashal this week and every 
week at the tool crib! Adapter 
plugs to change it from a 3/8 
to 1/2 inch drive. 


[o an iLEcrnxc.) 

Vg*T/ iyvanoau/, 

Apple of our eye this 
week is item "D"...a job that 
gives all the appearance of a 
secret weapon. When Charley 
Johnston brought it in, we ex¬ 
pected at least a vest-pocket 
flame thrower but he declared 
it to be a "Gas Tank Blower 
Adapter". Bet it could still 
be made into a V.P.F.T! At 
any rate, this gadget, Charley 
confided, blows air into the 
gas tank so you can safely en¬ 
ter the tank......if you’re so 

addicted. 

A 


Now turn your attention, 
please, to "B”, a six-pointed 
castellated nut socket for re¬ 
moving nuts on the casting a- 
bove the cabin heater flame a- 
rrester. That’s quite enough- 
---and we’ll move on to: 


"C", which we’re told is 
a special countersink for 
countersinking (Well, whatja 
expect?) the main landing gear 
wheel so that valve-stem re¬ 
taining nut can seat. 


GET ON THE WAGON.’ CONSAIRWAY’S 
SEVENTH WAR LOAN DRIVE OPENS’ 


COnSAIRWAY'S OWN &L 0 SSARY: 


THIS IS THE^OPtFAj/ON 


KNOWN AS CHARGING' 

THE BATTER 


<- LO * 7 


18 HRS. OF THIS AT SAMPS IS PREFERABLE IF 




















"MiTCH" 9- "DOTHE" 
ARE \N E D 

Consairway men and women 
extend their heartfelt con¬ 
gratulations to Division Mana¬ 
ger Dick Mitchell and Dorothy 
Mullen who were married this 
week. 

The newlyweds are rumored 
to be spending their honey¬ 
moon somewhere "south of the 
border" and should be back to 
receive personally—extended 
felicitations from their many 
friends sometime next week. 
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CONSAIRWAY division CONSOLIDATED VULTEE AIRCRAFT CORPORATION fairfield-suisun aab , California 
















Consolidated Vultee’s Consairway Division, contract carrier for the Army Air 
Force Air Transport Command, further increased its scope in 1944. Since the 
inaugural flight in April, 1942, the operation has grown to important 
proportions. 

Two converted transport type Liberators are dispatched daily from Consair- 
way’s headquarters at Fairfield, Calif., to its two western terminals in 
Australia and an island west of New Guinea. These planes carry high priority 
personnel and vital war cargo for the Air Transport Command over routes 
that touch Hawaii, Christmas Island, Canton Island, Fiji, New Caledonia, 
Tarawa and Guadalcanal. As the forces of the United Nations advance west¬ 
ward, Consairway continues to move its western terminal closer to Japan. 

Consairway holds many flight records, among them being: round trip Cali¬ 
fornia to Australia — three days, 22 hours, 10 minutes; Hawaii to United 
States — eight hours, 50 minutes, which is half the time required before the 
war. In efficiency of equipment utilization, Consairway also has set records. 
During 1944, each ship was in the air an average of 13 hours and 30 minutes 
a day. 

As of November 30,1944, Consairway had compiled a total of 160,870,077 
passenger-miles and 50,014,205 ton-miles in flying 76,543 international plane 
hours. 
























Here is the second Scrapbook edition of the "Flight Deck". 


Last year's issue, dated 
April 2 6 , 1944, carried a fore¬ 
word by Division Manager Richard 
S. Mitchell in which he explained 
"In this anniversary issue of 
"Flight Deck" are reproduced all 
the major press releases concern¬ 
ing Consairway. This has been 
done to provide you with a per¬ 
manent record of your own accomp¬ 
lishments in hastening the end of 
World War II. It Is planned that 
each year in the future, import¬ 
ant press and magazine clippings 
will be reproduced in the anni¬ 
versary issue. The responsibility 


falls to all of us to write there 
a record of performance beyond 
challenge by any other flying 
organization." 

That you have successfully 
met the responsibility can be 
seen by a perusal of the past 
year's record as contained in the 
pages of this "Flight Deck". And 
now, turning to a new twelve 
month's period, ahead of you are 
the clean pages of the next 

Scrapbook.. .waiting for the 

outstanding performance record 
that only the men and women of 
Consairway can writei 
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3 DAYS , 
22 HOURS 


Source: Consairway 
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SPEWING SUPPLIES'DOWN UNDER 
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O NE reason for American': 

successes in the Pacific ' 
iis the speed with which sup-, 
plies can now be sent. This; 

' Pictograph shows how round- - 
trip time to Australia has 
been cut. 
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Last June sav the commencement 
of an Employes • Suggestion Plan at 
Fairfield and other Consairway sta¬ 
tions* Patterned after the plan 
proven successful at other divisions 
it gave the employee a medium for 
translating into action systems and 
devices original with him. 

In making its decisions and 
War Bond awards, the Suggestion Com¬ 
mittee has been guided by the ingen¬ 
uity, originality and completeness 
of the ideas under consideration. A 
dozen maintenance men have met the 
criterion and received awards for 
thinking up a better, faster, or 
more efficient way of performing 
operations. The names of some appear 
several times on the list of winners. 
Most prolific entrant was A. M. 
Isberg whose ideas have been select¬ 
ed for service half a dozen times. 
Others who received awards were J.H. 
Pial, Hi J• Sonn, P. C. Malchar, C. 
W. Atkinson, L. K. McCorkell, J. F. 
Bateman, H. L. Peterson, J. M. Haim, 
G. A. Ensinger, 0. C. Western and I. 
Iverson. 

Here Rudy Malchar, left, sug¬ 
gestion plan winner, explains his 
idea of replacing present screw and 
nut system on trailing edges with 
channel nuts. Interested listener 
on right is Charles Atkinson who 
earned an award for his guide funnel 
on spark plug cigarettes. 


TARGET: FAIRFIELD.' Townspeople of 
Fairfield and Suisun were thrilled into 
buying nearly $70,000 worth of War Bonds 
last June when Consairway opened a War 
Bond Parade and Rally with pamphlet¬ 
bombing runs over the communities in one 
of its aircraft. To eleven-year-old 
.T immy Bogar and his canine pal, Dick, 
the day's highlight came when he picked 
out of the paper blizzard an order on 
Consairway for a free War Bond. 





to be 


BOMBED! 

Wednesday, June 21-7 o’clock 

Consairway B-24’s to BOMB for Bonds 

Sponsorship of the Fairfield Lions Club 


P A n A n C Uniformed Service Men, Military Band, Tanks, Army, 
In lln U L Navy Officers, City Officials, Service Units, Fraternal 
Organizations, Fire Dspartments. In Suisun and Fairfield at 7 p. m. 

DAI I Y A rm 'j° Nigh School Auditorium; Radio Talent, Movie 
ifflLL I Stars, Special Acts, Speakers, Fine Gifts, Bond Auction 
8 p. m. Your big opportunity to join the Second Front. Do not fail! 


Next Wednesday, June 21 

PARADE - RALLY 



















Left: Phase No. 1 of C-87 buildup with Mechanics C. Wtamp* 
ler (L), R. L. East (C) and Engine Service Supervisor 
E. E. Adams (R). In background, an engine buildup kit. 
This phase adds to the tubular engine mount all accessories 
to the point of receiving the overhauled engine. Right: 











Consairway has learned much from time-studies— 
One result is the engine buildup kit from which 
mec hanics select parts by a system of numbers. 


T ime studies by an industrial engi¬ 
neering department can be an im¬ 
portant contribution to economic 
- operation of an airline’s maintenance. 
Consairway has found that out by ac¬ 
tual experience and results include: 
.Fluid shifting of mechanics from regu¬ 
lar jobs to emergencies; time saved in 
requisitioning material at the stock- 
room by having much material avail¬ 
able on the job; complete engine repair 
kits of parts within reaching distance 
of an engine overhaul. 

The shifting of individual mechan¬ 
ics or a crew is a feature of Consairway 
maintenance that has been highly suc¬ 
cessful. That a crew assigned to a 
hydraulics overhaul might be removed 
at a moment’s notice and be reassigned 



to general airframe overhaul and ser¬ 
vicing on another plane has been facili¬ 
tated by. each mechanic’s all-round 
training and by the simple description 
of maintenance procedure in the Main¬ 
tenance Manual. The engine buildup 
kit is an added contribution to such 
shifts of mechanics from other jobs to 
engine overhaul. 

In our operation of four-engine trans¬ 
ports, we have found that a general 
maintenance crew of 28 men is able to 
meet schedule requirements and com¬ 
plete a 50-hr. check in from 4 to 8 hr.; 
a 100-hr. check in from 7 to 12 hr. Each 
crew is grouped into engine, hydraulic, 
electric, painting, cleaning and air¬ 
frame teams and these may be sub¬ 
divided individually to supplement each 
other as necessity dictates. The teams 
are under the crew chief and his two 
assistants—one in charge of engine 
teams; the other supervising all others. 

The practice of assigning mechanics 
to other work than their own appears 
to have strengthened rather than de¬ 
tracted from hangar floor morale. It 
breaks whatever monotony might de¬ 
velop in routine assignments, and 
serves as a stimulant to the mechanic’s 
sense of individual responsibility and 
ability. 

Brevity and simplicity mark our 
maintenance forms, reducing book¬ 
keeping to a minimum and the manual 
provides essential information on a job 
that may differ from a mechanic’s spe¬ 
cialty. Final operation in overhaul is 
the complete filling out and signing of 
the Preflight Daily Inspection sheet 
which certifies that a transport is again 
airworthy. This sheet, which appears 
in an accompanying illustration, is a 
briefed, maintenance summary and car¬ 
ries all essential check items. 


Because of the size of craft operated 
by Consairway, maintenance has been 
found to depend largely on time and 
labor saving devices and every effort 
is made to bring necessary parts directly 
to the side of the airplane in inulti- 
binned maintenance kits. This elimi¬ 
nates congestion at windows of parts 
stockrooms which border the floor of 
the general maintenance hangar. 

Dispensing Plastic Tubes 

It was such means of breaking the 
stockroom “bottleneck” for other parts 
and materials that eventually led to 
development of the new engine buildup 

kit. For example, it was observed that 
mechanics were spending considerable 
time at the stockroom specifying size 
and length on numerous sections of 
flexible plastic conduits and cushioning. 
This time-loss was eliminated by plac¬ 
ing reels in the stockroom against the 
wall separating it irom the rest of the 
hangar. Small holes were cut in the 
wall, through which the flexible plastic 
was “threaded.” Workmen had a full 
view of all sizes and shapes and mere¬ 
ly pulled through the hole the length 
needed lor a job and cut it off them¬ 
selves, saving considerable time. 

The engine buildup kit* Consair- 
way’s newest development in bringing 
the materials and parts to the mechan¬ 
ics on the job, is part of the increasing 
search tor economies in power plant 
maintenance which doubling of en- 


• Herbert Jewell knows his Libera • 
tors , PBY’s and Consairway opera¬ 
tion. He should after working on final 
assemblies for Consolidated, later fly¬ 
ing the big ships on deliveries, and 
being on the first scheduled trans¬ 
pacific Consairway flight. That’s 
crowding a good deal into a mere two 
or three years, but these are fast- 
moving times and Herb is fast-moving 
himself. 

After attending the Casey Jones 
School of Aeronautics for a year, he 
did final assembly at the Consolidated 
plant until he fell hard for an inspec¬ 
tor’s low-wing racing plane. With 
money he had saved. Herb and three 
friends built one like it, tested it and 
then flew it to the National Air Races 
at Cleveland where it cracked up. 

Returning to Consolidated, Herb 
got a flight engineer's po:*t to make 
the first delivery of a PBY to Halifax. 


Mechanics R. N. Wade (L) W. E. Yarbrough (C) and 
R Ostdiek (R) give a C-87 engine phase No. 2, which 
“dresses’* it * ith all accessories preliminary to mating with 
the built-np engine mount. Parts are numbered in the kit 
and mechanics have instructions showing their placement- 


gmes by the tour-engine transport is 
causing. 

The contribution to economy ot 
time and money by the engine buildup 
kit in this work flow arc numerous: 

1. Al*>ut -470 writings of material requisi¬ 
tion-. arc saved. 

2 . Mechanics no longer expend time and 
rncrex "parts-chaNing.” 

3. Inclination to waste added time during 
requisitioning is avoided. 

4. Delays in identifying parts and ordering 
by serial numbers arc eliminated. 

5. Sequence numbering system for stock- 
room parts, kits and on inspection sheets ob¬ 
viates use of complex serial numbering, except 
when ordering from sources of supply. 

6. Simplified numbering permits transfer 
of an average mechanic from the maintenance 
line to engine buildup without special ii 
struction. 

7. A stockroom clerk, without special train¬ 
ing, can assemble an engine buildup kit by 
the numbers in 2 hr. or less. 

While the use of parts kits is be¬ 
coming increasingly prevalent in gen¬ 
eral maintenance, the Consairway En¬ 
gine Kit seems to be an original appli¬ 
cation of the idea 

Many pioneering problems were im¬ 
posed by the fact that when it received 
a contract from the ATC for regular 
flights to Australia- Consairway was 


UPS 


m 


without a guiding precedent for main¬ 
tenance operations. That imperfec¬ 
tions in maintenance methods should 
appear was natural, and it was a reali¬ 
zation ol the existence of possibly ex 
cessive costs in engine maintenance that 
omnibn^l iuu (d beUcr technique. 


Nova Scotia. After that he trained 
engineer# in Bermuda on PBY main¬ 
tenance and came back to work on 
assembly at San Diego. One day Dick 
Mitchell of Consairway asked him if 
he would like to deliver a PBY to 
Hawaii. That led to his eventual ap¬ 
pointment as chief flight engineer of 
Consairway. But before that v Herb 
was one of the crew caught at Mid¬ 
way on Dec. 7, returned to help de¬ 
liver the first B-25V to the Dutch in 
Australia and was on the first sched¬ 
uled trip across the Pacific by Con¬ 
sairway, first of more than 99,000,000 
passenger-mile*. 

After the job of chief flight engi¬ 
neer came chief of maintenance where 
he is running a shop witli a growing 
number of innovations to save time 
and money and at the same time. 
Pacific (.oast editor Sclioler Bangs j> r . 
lieve.s, he is doing a better job. 
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Ae newer B-2U models came along, the "Gopher" retired, 
finally "becoming completely earth!ound. Today, hav¬ 
ing undergone a conversion to transport-type at Nash¬ 
ville, the four-year-old bomber takes a new lease on 
life as she heads once again for the wars with the 
other Consairway LB-30's. 


Like her 15 sister LB’s in 

the Consairway Fleet, 
"Gopher Gus" now is anony¬ 
mous except for her numer¬ 
als, 573* Like the others, 
too, she has seen stirring 
days when her mission was 
one of destruction rather 
than transportation. The 
"Gopher", had been among 
the first of her model to 
be stationed in the Aus¬ 
tralia area. When Java was 
reeling fatally under Jap 
blows in 19^1, the "Gopher" 
was sent to evacuate refug¬ 
ees. She carried off her 
Job successfully, although 
her sister-ship was shot 
down soon after take off. 
"Gopher Gus" was one of the 
last planes to escape the 
onrushing Jap tide. 
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-CONSAIHWAT PREPARING FOR 1/3 EXPANSION IN PACIFIC SERVICE: 

—-— ...■—■ ■ - - ■ ■■ — ■ ■ ■- -■ 1 ■ ■'« . 

Consairway is preparing for a virtual 1/3 expansion in its flight operations to the 
South Pacific war zone hy increasing its air transport fleet of converted Liberators 
to 16 and its flight personnel by 23 hev crews. Division manager Dick Mitchell has 
announced the appointment of Quentin E» Cudney as assistant chief of flight. 

By the first of the year it is expected that Consairway*s aircraft will be running 
up an approximate monthly mileage of 1,200,000 miles for the Air Transport Command. 
Twenty-one new flight captains will be promoted from the present ranks of co-pilots. 
To fill their vacancies and to handle needs of the added aircraft, 32 new co-pilots 
are currently in training. Cudney will specialize in this instructional work in ad>- 
dition to assisting Chief of Flight Ed Jones in general operations. 

It is also disclosed that Consairway’s facilities at Fairfield are to be increased 
with the erection of another large hangar and a shop building. 
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A quizzical squint at the 
engines of his transport 
by Assistant Chief of Op¬ 
erations Charles G. Gil¬ 
bert as he prepares for a 
takeoff. 





Richard S. (Dick) Mitchell, chief of 
operations, (left) seems to be enjoying 
the joke immensely with J. Kdw in # Kd) 
Jones, the flight chief. 
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This California-Australia airline 
may establish trends away from operational 
red tape and regulations— 

The Consairway pilot is literally 
“captain of his ship.” 

By SCHOLER BANGS 


u^ONSAI R WA v OPERATION ill the Pa- 

I cific has been unique in the history 
of air transportation, tor it was 
started irom necessity without benefit 
of extensive planning or formal organi¬ 
zation. T he only aim was to do the 
job that was-called for as rapidly and 
efficiently as possible with the person¬ 
nel and equipment available. We can 
credit our success in the past, and will 
place our hopes for the future, in the 
belief that the proper place for the re¬ 
sponsibility of flight operations is in 
the hands of the flight crews . . 

These words are taken from the 
foreword to the Consairway Opera¬ 
tions Manual and Route Guide written 
by Div. Mgr. R. S. Mitchell. 

They present an operations philoso¬ 
phy, from which has emanated an 
esprit de corps largely responsible for 
more than 99,000,000 passenger-miles 
flown without accident along this Pa¬ 
cific war route and the carrying of 9,- 
000,000 lb. of high-priority cargo and 
mail in more than 3,000 Pacific cross¬ 
ings. 

Declaration Attracts 

Admittedly, and by necessity, a barn¬ 
storming outfit at its inception, Con¬ 
sairway has attracted to its organiza¬ 
tion nearly 1,000 employees and their 
families, and, in the department of 
flight operations, pilots and executive 
personnel who have relinquished the 
security of jobs with long-established 
aviation enterprises to join the organi¬ 
zation. 

Invariably their approach has been 
voluntary. Invariably it has been stim- 
ulated cither by the foreword in the 
operations manual or from knowledge 
that Consairway constantly is looking 
for new ideas to improve its opera¬ 
tions. 

That 1 this airline should be more re¬ 
ceptive to new procedures than if it had 
been created on a purely commercial 
basis can lx; appreciated best by under¬ 
standing the organization of an average 
commercial airline and by understand- 

• T the history of Consairway, given 
Mi this article. 


An average commercial airline at in¬ 
ception is faced with the necessity of 
starting with an operations formula of 
rules and regulations which will assure 
its financial supporters and key execu¬ 
tives that once service is begun it will 
function successfully. 

It is extremely difficult for a commer¬ 
cial airline to depart from these rules 
and regulations, created as checks and 
safeguards, once they are established. 
Rather, it is the inclination of the air¬ 
line to complicate its book of rules with 
technical modifications and the addi¬ 
tion of new rules. The employee, 
whether on the ground or in the air, 
may feel himself increasingly bound 
’round with red tape as the book of 
rules grows. Frequently, he may feel 
that his personal responsibility for the 
growth of his company is restricted to 
responsibility for the letter-observance 
of rules covering his particular job. 

Thus, the departure by a single air¬ 
line, such as Consairway, from a con¬ 
ventional rules-and-regulations struc¬ 
ture attracts as candidates for employ¬ 
ment, experienced airmen, many of 
whom may see it as an opportunity to 
contribute constructive ideas and see 
the ideas flourish. 

In selecting men, Consairway, care¬ 
fully excludes those in whom dissatis¬ 
faction over red tape restriction reflects 
irresponsibility rather than restricted 
ability. The extent to which the com¬ 
pany places responsibility is indicated 
by citation of a number of the airline’s 
operating methods that have proved 
workable. 


Captains with Authority 

Probably the most unconventional 
practice is that of giving the captain 
of a flight absolute authority once he 
signs to take a flight. From the mo¬ 
ment he accepts the airplane and its 
cargo, he is truly the “captain of his 
ship.” From then, until the flight is 
completed, the entire organization and 
all of its facilities are at his command. 
In no way is he subject to instructions 
from the ground on how to conduct 
his flight. His authority is absolute, 
and it is assumed that he is best able 


to deal w:lh any probAm v*«:kc:mng 
the sale completion oi the tup. 

Dispatchers at the home has, and 
at island stops serve the flight in an 
advisory capacity only, with no author 
ity to cancel a trip. That authority 
wholly rests with the captain. 

Only ATC Can Say “No !’* 

Operating under the A I’C', all trips 
are made on a regular airline schedule, 
with extra sections, delayed trips, and 
special missions executed upon Army 
sequest. 

Captains arc subject to one preflight 
restriction: that of being unable to 
start a trip if ATC says “No.” That 
seldom happens, however. It never has 
happened that a captain has canceled 
a flight once the “go” has come from 
ATC. 

It is from the responsibility placed 
upon the captain's shoulders that in¬ 
dividual responsibility of other crew 
members has developed. The crews 
work as a team, and cockpit proce¬ 
dures have been so standardized that 
the rotation ot work among crew mem 
bers in flight is common practice. The 



Proper distribution of the load is being computed on a load adjii-ter by tin¬ 
man in center foreground as miscellaneous cargo, ranging from bulky i-rigim 
nacelles to fragile radio instruments, in loaded on a P-87. 




captain, tor example, is qualified to act 
as navigator, radio operator, or flight 
engineer in an emergency. 

The tact that reliable weather tore- 
casting, now provided by the Army, 
was non-existent on the Consairway 
route at the beginning of its operation 
led to another departure from conven¬ 
tional operations; the “try it” pro¬ 
cedure. Consairway planes regularly 
take oil* in the face of weather that 
normally would call tor the grounding 
of planes. Careful study is made ot 
whatever weather information is avail¬ 
able, and the flight departs with the 
idea that if the weather later looks too 
bad the flight can be turned back if 
the captain so desires. 

Weatlier-or-Xot 

At this writing, no Consairway crew 
has ever returned due to unfavorable 
weather, and the safety record estab¬ 
lished in this “try it” type of opera¬ 
tion justifies the practice of cockpit con¬ 
trol—giving the captain complete juris¬ 
diction over his flight. 

A dispatching technique of having 
layover crews and station personnel lo¬ 
cated at island bases along the route 
has served to reduce to a minimum the 
California-Australia trip time and bring 
airplane utilization up to an average 
of 11 hr. 32 min. per day per ship, so 
that Consairway has just completed its 
3,004th flight over the Pacific route— 
nearly 30,000,000 ton-miles in a little 
more than 45,000 hr. of flying time. 
In many cases individual airplanes have 
logged more than 400 hr. in a single 
month. Crews average 100 hr. of flight 
time per month while equipment av¬ 
erages six roundtrips to Australia to 
every one for an individual flight crew. 

No meteorology department is main¬ 
tained as such. Dispatch and station 
personnel are trained in meteorology, 
however, and serve in an advisory ca¬ 
pacity to supplement information ob¬ 
tained from Army weather reporting 
facilities. 

Due to early limitations of radio 
homing aids on the route, and the fact 
that military necessity may change 


routes frequently, the importance ol 
celestial navigation to operation cannot 
be over-emphasized. A recent record 
of > days, 23 hr., 20 min. lor the 
Australia round trip has just been low¬ 
ered more than an hour to 3 days, 22 
hr., 10 min. It is indicative ol on the- 
nose navigation throughout flights as 
well as the effectiveness of the crew- 
layover system. 

Radio is not ignored, however. Key 
and voice radio are employed in ob 
tabling bearings and at all times a close 
radio watch is maintained, all messages 
are enctuled before transoms . n and 
decoded upon receipt, and there is close 
coordination with Army radio facili¬ 
ties. 

Careful Cargo Stowing 

Distances flown, and the practice ol 
reducing gradually the gasoline loads, to 
permit trans|x>rtation ot increasing 
cargo, has necessitated extreme care in 
stowing cargo within close load-trim 
limits. Compartment load limitations 
in weight per running toot are adhered 
to strictly, and the use of Cox & Ste¬ 
vens'* load adjusters further eliminates 
guesswork in restricting travel ot the 



cenfer ol gravity beyond limits inij)oscd 
lor most economical flight. 

Among ground crews as well as in 
the cockpit, the dependence upon the 
crew member’s initiative and respon¬ 
sibility lias paid ofT handsomely. 

The cooperative ingenuity of Army 
and Consairway ground crews in cargo 
stowage undoubtedly has been a factor 
in making possible the continuous oj>er- 
ation of heavy, 4-enginc Liberators for 
more than two years into fields that 
would be considered unsuitable for do¬ 
mestic airline use. These flights daily 
are proving the value and safety of 
heavy wing-loading and correspond¬ 
ingly high landing sjx*eds for transport- 
type aircraft. 

Unusual types of cargoes carried arc 
a constant tax on the initiative of 
ground crews. I hey have ranged from 
fuel cell replacements for an entire 
squadron ot P-38’s to the carrying of 
four 2000-lb. torpedoes complete with 
warheads on one trip, and twenty-four 
240-lb. bombs on another. The initial 
trip ot the line required transportation 
of more than 6000 lb. of transformers 
and transmission line equipment for a 
DF station on a South Pacific island. 

I he fact that Consairway at its in¬ 
ception was not planned with the idea 
that it would assume the functions of 
a regular airline, undoubtedly has been 
responsible for its unique approach to 
operation problems and the avoidance 
of predetermined rules and regulations 
that might have tempted its leaders to 
follow the conventional pattern. A 
backward glance will show develop¬ 
ments leading to the present structure 
of the airline. 

How Consairway Grew 

The first step leading to Consairway 
was taken in 1941 when Consolidated 
Aircraft Gorp., now Consolidated Vul- • 
tee Aircraft Corp., organized a flight 
division and began training crews and 
developing long-range flight technique 
for company delivery ot airplanes to 
all parts of the world. 

Creation of a Pacific section of the 
company’s flight division came the fol¬ 


lowing year for delivery of Australian 
flying boats from San Diego, Calif., to 
Hawaii. In the same year delivery of 
liberator bombers from San Diego to 
Montreal by non-stop flights was be¬ 
gun, and in the fall, delivery of Neth¬ 
erlands Catalina flying boats to the 
Philippine Islands was started. 

Stranded Flyers a Problem 

As Pacific deliveries increased, the 
problem of returning flight crews to 
the United States became increasingly 
acute. Many pilots spent as long as 43 
days on the round trip, while their ac¬ 
tual delivery flights required less than 
eight days. 

In November 1941, when a large 
number of Consolidated pilots were 
virtually stranded in Honolulu, the late 
R. A. McMakin, who was to become 
Consairway's first operations manager, 
flew a Liberator bomber to Hawaii and 
was back in California with the 
stranded airmen in less than 24 hr. 

It was this flight, coupled with Con¬ 
solidated's background of long-range 
operations, that suggested the practi¬ 
cability of an exclusively military Tr 
route for the delivery of supplies and 
materials westward and the return to 
this continent of flight crews, mail and 
high-priority cargo. 

A program was developed by F. A. 
Learman of Consolidated, and a route 
to the Far East, via Honolulu, Wake, 
Port Moresby. Batavia and Singapore, 
was under consideration when Pearl 
Harbor was attacked. 

This ambitious program was halted 
in mid-operation by Japan’s opening 
of the Pacific War, and six of ?6 Con¬ 
solidated employees then in Manila 
were captured and interned by Japanese 
forces. 

Flights Early in War 

Soon after the outbreak of war, Con¬ 
solidated, on behalf of the Netherlands 
Government and in conjunction with 
the AAF Ferrying Command, now 
ATC, began delivery of a quantity of 
two-engine medium bombers. These 
deliveries were made to Australia. 





Again Mie return of flight crews be¬ 
came critical, and once again McMakin 
climbed into a Liberator bomber to re¬ 
duce return trip delay.'In less than six 
days he brought back 16 crew members 
who had been bottlenecked in Australia 
by priorities and a lack of transporta¬ 
tion facilities of any kind. An entire 
day of that trip was spent in refueling 
the Liberator by hand from 50-gal. 
drums dug out of a fuel dump and 
rolled to the side of the waiting plane. 
With the 16 crew members rode criti¬ 
cal war materials and several thousand 
pounds of mail. 

This was to be the only survey flight 
to be made in the history of the still 
uncreated Consairway. As a result of 
it, Consolidated was authorized on 
Apr. 16, 1942, to proceed with plans for 
a California-Australia air transport 
line, and at this time Consairway Divi¬ 
sion of Consolidated Aircraft Corp. was 
established. 

Bombers Converted 

In four days a preliminary allotment 
of Liberator bombers was converted to 
cargo and passenger use. Fuel cells 
were removed for greater gas capacity. 
The bomb rack mechanism was re¬ 
moved, and also all other combat equip¬ 
ment, except one tail gun and the top 
turret—both subsequently removed as 
security of the route became apparent. 
Folding bunks were installed to make 
the seating and sleeping of passengers 
possible. Three bomb-bay doors were 
sealed shut and above them a heavy 
plywood deck was installed to support 
the weight of cargo. 

No Time for Rule Book 

The first official flight of Consairway 
left the United States on Apr. 23, 1942, 
and returned May 2. Captain of the in¬ 
augural flight was R. S. Mitchell, now 
manager of Consairway. There was no 
time lor writing a book of rules to pre¬ 
scribe what was to be done by whom, 
and how. There was only the leader¬ 
ship ot men such as McMakin, an 
accumulation ol a vast amount of per¬ 
sonal ex}>cricncc in long-range over- 



Chief Flight Engineer W. Churchill 
looks critical as he personally sam¬ 
ples the oil in a transport being 
readied for a shakedown flight fol¬ 
lowing the regular 100-hr. check 
by the maintenance department. 



Chief Radio Operator William 
Cunningham checks the radio 
equipment of a G-87, which has 
just been overhauled and is going 
on a routine check flight near the 
Fairfield headquarters. 


water flying, a handful of airplanes, 
and a job to be done. 

Months were to pass before Mitchell, 
appointed to the management of Con¬ 
sairway following the death of Mc- 
Makin, would find time to synthesize 
the airline’s operating policies in a brief 
Operations Manual and Route Guide 


and include in it$ preface: 

“Since it is our policy to select per¬ 
sonnel who do not require a volume 
of directives to govern and restrict their 
actions, we will continue to rely on the 
men who accept and carry the respon¬ 
sibility of conducting the Flight Oper¬ 
ations of an ‘Airman’s Airline’.” 


Os 


I* 

_! 


H 

O 

a, 

r /j 

cc 

H 

as 


• Although Scholer Bangs, Air Trans¬ 
port's western editor, appears as au¬ 
thor of this story about Consairway, 
he explains that there are at least two 
others who should take a bow. If it 
had not been for Chief of Operations 
R. S. Mitchell’s declaration of confi¬ 
dence in his fellow airmen, embodied 
in his operations manual, there might 
not have been much of a story to 
write. In addition there has been, dur¬ 
ing the story’s preparation, the close 
personal cooperation of both Mitchell 
and Assistant Chief of Operations 
Charles C. Gilbert, who gave Bangs 
all the necessary data and helped in 
obtaining its release for publication. 

Dick Mitchell at 34 is one of the 
youngest airline managers in the in¬ 
dustry. He was with Walt Seiler’s 
Catalina Airlines for his air transport 
indoctrination. Then followed two 
years flying for William Randolph 
Hearst. Later he flew for UAL and 


then AEA. Finally he joined Con¬ 
solidated’s flight and service depart¬ 
ment and developed the long-range 
cruising data originally used by Con¬ 
solidated in'overseas deliveries and 
still in use by Consairway on the 
Pacific war route to Australia. 

Assistant Gilbert’s first connection 
with Consolidated was in 1940 when 
he flew transcontinental deliveries. He 
left to demonstrate for Beech Air¬ 
craft Corp., later headed the instru¬ 
ment flight school at the Ryan School 
of Aeronautics and ultimately became 
head of test pilot instrument training 
at Willow Run before he decided to 
return to the organization which had 
become Consairway in his absence. 
Rejoining as a captain, he flew the 
Australia run for more than a year. 

He says of himself: **I learned to 
fly when I was 16 and now look at 
me—pushing pencils and losing niv 
hair!” 
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LIBERATOR SETS RECORD: 

This specially revised Consolidated Vultee Liberator transport, differing 
from the usual Liberator and C-87 in its nose and ports, is reported by 
Consairway to have logged 6,552 hours, and flown an estimated 1,152,- 
944 miles in passenger and cargo service. Consairway, which operates 
an Air Transport Command service between California atid Australia, 
reports that seven other of its Liberators are million-milers, with logs 
showing more than 5,000 flying hours each . 
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VOX POP, "the show that travels 
America," stopped at Hamilton Held 
early last July. Consairway Capt¬ 
ain Tommy Haywood appeared as a 
special guest. He was quizzed about 
his experiences as a former Flying 
Tiger (Tommy is credited with five 
Jap planes) and his present flight 
duties with Consairway. 

In accordance with its policy 
of awarding gifts to those who ap¬ 
pear on its program,VO a POP present¬ 
ed Tommy with a Lear Aircraft Re¬ 
ceiver which he installed in his 
Culver Cadet. To Mrs. Haywood went 
a German Shepard puppy. 

Tommy's performance was wit¬ 
nessed by Engineer Mike Contich, 
Navigator Doug Mitchell and Captains 
Larry Zygmunt and Carl S-tili, mem¬ 
bers of a shuttle crew that dropped 
in for the shor before taking off a- 
gain for Hawaii. 
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GLOBE CIRCLING CONSAIRWAYMAN 
LIKES LIFE ‘DOWN UNDER’ 



After all, 26,000 miles is quite 
a little jaunt. 

And that’s what James Philip 
Thompson will have completed 
when he returns to the Consair¬ 
way maintenance base at Amber- 
ly Field, Brisbane, Australia, 
which he left less than three weeks 
ago. 

On his brief stopover here 
Thompson, who is administrative 
assistant at the Consairway Aus¬ 
tralian terminus, gave glowing ac¬ 
counts of the exploits of PBY 
Catalinas “down under”. 

“WONDERFUL PLANES” 

“They’re wonderful planes. 
They’ve done the unbelievable so 
often we’ve come to expect any¬ 
thing of them. And Australians 
know the ‘Cat’ as the ship that 
gets them out of the tightest 
spots.” 

Consairway, Consolidated Vut- 
tee’s airline, maintains about fifty 
men at Amberley Field. 

“The men stationed there are 
all from the States,” Thompson 
said. “Amberley Field is a few 
miles out of Brisbane. We have 
our own mess, club, and cooks 
who are tops. And those steaks. . 

A moment of silence followed. 

“There’s a good spirit shown 
among the men and our club func¬ 
tions smoothly with every athletic 


activity afforded, including a soft- 
ball team which is entered in the. 
Army League. We save our beer 
rations, which are somewhat 
meager, for Saturday night meet¬ 
ings, seldom go to town. We like 
the life at our own camp.” 

“IT’S TOUGH” 

“The war? Of course it’s tough. 
l I naturally can’t s&y much about 
-operations there, beyond the fact 
we see plenty of PBYs and that 
'the Aussies use a lot of them in 
the small but hard-fighting RAAF. 
Incidentally Australian and Amer¬ 
icans have great mutual respect 
for each other as fighters, and 
the Aussies were mignty glad to 
see mil* men, our material and our 
,planes when the Japs were rolling 
through the South Pacific at such 
a clip a year ago.” 

“Of course,” Thompson con¬ 
tinued, “I have another special in¬ 
terest in Australia.” 

37 FLYING HOURS 

That was easily understood 
when he explained that Moye 
Evans, of Brisbane, journeyed for 
seventeen days by ship through 
sub infested waters to his family 
home at Ft. Lauterdale, Florida, 
where they were married this 
month. Jim made the long trek 
from “down under” in a little 
speedier fashion, consuming 37 
flying hours, reaching Florida a 
couple of weeks ago. 

“One thing’s struck me since 
returning to the States. Men on 
the fighting front are appreciative 
of any ‘home comforts’, luxuries, 
sent them, including abundance of 
food. But those men are desper¬ 
ately anxious to get this war over 
with. They’d far rather have an 
extra gun or a plane and sacrifice 
some comforts if it means using 
precious cargo space.” 

Thompson’s going back across 
the far reaches of the Pacific 
shortly, back to the Consairway 
maintenance base, to more ad¬ 
ventures—and, to those steaks. 
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Making the best possible use of their off-duty hours 
are many Consairway maintenance men like those in this pic¬ 
ture showing the aircraft section of the A & E School. The 
industrious students here are, left to right, Dennis Ebel, 
Instructor J. Nightingale, Bill Fadke, George Lam, Lou 

Schwartz, J. W. Jones, and Joe Calton. 

The tremendously popular A&E School is provided by the 
company for line maintenance men, primarily. They will ob¬ 
tain two things from the courses. One is the C.A.A. Aircraft 
and Aircraft Engine Mechanics certification. This can qual¬ 
ify some for higher pay scales and permit their certifica¬ 
tion under C.A.A. requirements for shop personnel as would 
be needed after the war. 

The other benefit was stated by Chief Flight Engineer 
L. M. Goodloe who set up the School: "It must be remember¬ 

ed that the greater amount of knowledge we gain tlirough these; 
studies, that much greater will be this organization’s con¬ 
tribution to victory in the Pacific, as well as to all of 
the organization's members." 

The C.A.A. has approved the School's systems, its equip¬ 
ment and instructor. Thorough planning and preparation on 
the part of those operating the School and diligent study 
and work on the part of those enrolled in its classes will 
make it possible to cut the time required for obtaining cer¬ 
tificates from 12 to 15 months, the period normally spent in 
such a school, to several months for each of the two import¬ 
ant certificates. 
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Phil Thompson, who with Hu£i 
Skinner and 15 mechanics had helped 
pioneer the Australian Terminal ob¬ 
served that conditions during the be¬ 
ginning phases of establishing the 
new bases were strikingly similar. 

_ During the early days in Aus¬ 
tralia, work was done in the 
night work v/as performed 
aid of flash lights. 


Quent Cudney is 
Asst. Flight Chief 


"It is felt that this addi¬ 
tion to our flight staff will be a 
great aid in keeping our training 
facilities busy and in aiding the 
checking out of new captains and co¬ 
pilots. .. .Dick Mitchell was announc¬ 
ing in September that hereafter,Cap¬ 
tain Quentin Cudney was to be Con- 
sairway!s Assistant Chief of Flight. 

One of the organization’s best 
known and liked flight men,"Cuddles" 
had been flying with the Division 
since its first days; he was one of 
the crew men stranded at Midway on 
December 7th. 
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Sea battle when the Jap inva^ 
sion threat began to diminish, Phil 
and his men sew the Australian base 
grow to an important and modern oper¬ 
ation center. 
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And when they arrived in Fairfield, 
county seat of 1500 persons, the popula¬ 
tion was doubled. New homes for the 
majority meant a “just completed” project 
—Waterman Park. Fondly termed 
T.D.U.’s (Temporary Dwelling Units), 
the paint was still wet; the cement and 
frame work far from “settled.” 

Mud was in abundance, plumbing be¬ 
came tempermental, shipments of house¬ 
hold goods seemed to take years in 
arriving. 

people feel that they have proved one 
point—you can work and live together 
when the “line comes first.” 

The work record speaks for itself. 
Between April 23, 1942, the start of 
Pacific operations for ATC, and Nov., 
194£, Cons airway flew 76,638 hours, cov¬ 
ered 15,203,952 statute miles, flew 50,007,- 
317 ton miles and 160,853,953 passenger 
miles. 

A 33% per cent expansion of Consair- 
way’s ATC contract operations in the 
Pacific is under way which will entail fly¬ 
ing 1,300,000 plane miles per month for the 
Army. 

The company has been granted addi¬ 
tional routes and allotted more transport 


planes. The new routes are: Australia 
run, Fairfield, Cal.-Hawaii-Christmas Is¬ 
land -Canton -Fiji -New Caledonia -Bris¬ 
bane; west of New Guinea route, Fair- 
field -Hawaii -Canton -Tarawa (alternate) 
Guadalcanal western terminal. 

Like the California settlers who pre¬ 
ceded them a century before, the airborne 
settlers soon learned to sink-or-swim 
together. They loaned each other dishes, 
silverware and bedclothes. They pooled 
respective skills in fixing clogged drains 
and damaged roofs. 

Mrs. Quentin Cudney, wife of the line’s 
assistant chief pilot, observes, “We still 
do double-trades on silverware when one 
of the neighbors is entertaining. 

Today there’s green grass instead of 
mud; a Community Center which has a 
cafeteria and recreational facilities, in¬ 
cluding Saturday morning dancing classes 
for the children. 

Several miles away is the biggest com¬ 
munal project. Taking over an old 
carriage house and stable which in early 
days was the half-way point for the 
stages between San Francisco and Sacra¬ 
mento, the historic spot is now an air¬ 
line recreation club. 

With a year behind them, Consairway 
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WITH PAC MAJORED ENGINES AND PROPS 

The Consairway Division of Consolidated Vultee Aircraft Corporation celebrates its second 
birthday this month and completes over 20,000,000 ton-miles flown without an accident. 

All Consairway engines and propellers have been majored by Pacific Airmotive since the 
lirline came into existence two years ago. Many Consairway accessories have been over- 
auled by PAC. l /000 TRANS PACIFIC FLIGHTS 

As of January 1st, oxer 1 ,*000 transpacific flights have been made by Consairway for the 
ir Transport Command. Each plane (Liberator Express, the transport version of famed B-24 
omber) averages 1234 hours per day in the air and 45 trans-Pacific trips are made per month. 

Two new records were established'in March. The trip from Honolulu to San Francisco was 
ide in 8 hours, 59 minutes, and the round trip from San Francisco to Australia and return 
is made in 3 days, 23 hours, and 20 minutes. 

The men and women of Pacific Airmotive salute Consairway on its enviable record and are 
urt they have been able to play in serving the Air Transport Command. 
Bohmbach. of Consairway, maintains an office in Plant 1 to be in contact with the 
>rk done for his company. He is also a veteran of some of the trans-Pacific 
its. 
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HONORS, AND MEMOR 
Queen Wilhelmina caughj 
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REPORT TO CHIEF SOLANO.*. 


It the spirit of Chief 
Solano has been looking through 
the bronzed eyes of his statued 
personification standing before 
the Fairfield Library, he must 
smile with satisfaction as he 
daily sees streams of mechaniz¬ 
ed birds flying west. Perhaps 

he knows of their mission. 

that ' they go to fight the in- 
vad er. 

In the happy hunting- 
grounds since 1845, the Chief, 
whose name was Sem-Yeto (The 
Brave One), would know about 
invaders. He and his Sui-sunne 
tribesmen were peacefully set¬ 
tled^ in this area long before 
the | Spaniards came marching up 
from the coast, under General 
Vallejo, to burn and pillage 
the redmen’s villages. 

;He has seen many changes. 
Just a year ago, the Chief 
watched a steady procession of 
automobiles file past the post 
where he stands, a rigid sent- 
inai. ; This was Consairway com¬ 
pleting the trek north from San 
Diegoi. He may have noted the 
bustl^ of the newcomers as they 
madeftheir homes here, settled 
themselves into the friendly 
and /helpful community. And, 
then ; ^ on December lbth, 1943, 
his upraised hand greeted as in 
blessing the first Consairway 
Liberator transport speeding 
overhead to the warfronts of 
the Pacific. 

•'Since that day he has seen 
the men who fly these aircraft, 
the 'i men who maintain them, and 
the7hundreds of others who help, 
pass by each day on the way to 
wo;rk, on the way home. Be has 
seen their families walking 
past on household pursuits. He 
has come to know their children, 
some of whom were born here in 
his' town. 

^ — 


If the Chief could under¬ 
stand such things, perhaps he 
would like to know how this 
group fared in performing its 
important war task during the 
year it has lived on and oper¬ 
ated from his ground. The 
record shows it has been a 
good year, one of constant im¬ 
provement. 

In November last year, 
Consairway flew 2921 Internat¬ 
ional Airplane Hours. The 
same month this year, it flew 
4337 International Hours. In 
November, 1943, Consairway 
flew 573,567 statute miles. 
This November, these had in¬ 
creased to 862,031 statute 
miles. Total passenger miles 
rose from 5,034,334 in Novem¬ 
ber, 1943, to 8,385,337 in 
1944. Total ton-miles took 
a tremendous leap from 1,809, 
621 in November, 1943, to 
2,946,521 in November, 1944. 

It is possible that these 
figures would confuse the 
Chief. His was strictly a 
horse and cart day. But Con- 
sairway’s utilization figures 
would certainly be within his 

comprehension.for, horse 

or airplane, this must remain 


constant-how much use can 

you make of your transport 
medium? We are proud to re¬ 


port that, of Consairway air¬ 
craft in operation, each plane 
averaged 405 hours in the air 
during November of 1944. This, 
for the Chief’s better under¬ 
standing, means that every Con¬ 
sairway transport has been 
carrying out its war missions 
13 hours and 30 minutes out of 
each twenty-four. 

We are sure that the Chief 
will look upon this and find 
it good. 
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Consairway Plans 
Great Expansion 

Unique among air transport or- 
ganizations in existence anywhere 
today is Consolidated Vultee’s Con¬ 
sairway Division, contract carrier 
for the U. -S. A. A. F. Air Trans¬ 
port Command.. From the com¬ 
pany's original flight delivery sec¬ 
tion concerned with long over¬ 
seas delivery to foreign govern¬ 
ments of Convair's PBY Catalinas, 
this group of flight personnel and 
maintenance men under the lead¬ 
ership of Richard S. Mitchell has 
grown to important proportions 
as a vital air carrier across the 
Pacific since its inaugural flight 
in April, 1942. 

Today, in converted transport- 
type B-24 Liberators, Consairway 
dispatches two aircraft daily from 
its Fairfield, California headquar¬ 
ters to its two western terminals 
in Australia and in the region 
northwest of New Guinea. The 
planes carry high priority per¬ 
sonnel and vital war cargo, deter¬ 
mined by the A. T # C., over routes 
that touch Hawaii, Christmas Is¬ 
land, Canton, Fiji, New Caledonia, 
Tarawa and Guadalcanal. As the 
Allies advance westward, Consair¬ 
way, proving the fluidity of air 
transport, continues to move- its 
westermost terminal closer to the 
heart of the fighting. 


Known among flying men in and 
out of the armed forces as “The 
Airman's Airline,” Consairway has 
set numerous records in its com¬ 
paratively brief life. It was first 
to pioneer 24-hour scheduled op¬ 
erations throughout the Pacific; 
first to prove that land-type air¬ 
craft were practical in bver-ocean 
transport operations. It holds 
many flight speed records, best 
known of which are: round-trip 
time to Australia and back—S 
days, 22 hours and 10 minutes. 
Hawaii to U. S.—8 hours and 50 
minutes (half the time required 
by the commercial operator on 
that route before the war). In 
efficiency of equipment utiliza¬ 
tions too, Consairway has set the 
highest mark for its fleet of air¬ 
craft in transit more often than 
the craft of any other air trans¬ 
port company similarly engaged. 
Each Consairway ship is in the air 
13 hours and 30 minutes out of 
everys 24. 

As of November, 1944, Consair¬ 
way had assembled a total of 160,- 
870,077 passenger miles and 50,- 
014,205 ton miles in 76,543 hours 
of international plane hoyrs fly¬ 
ing. 

The tempo of the war In the 
South Pacific demands a sharp in¬ 
crease in air transportation to this 
theater of war. Consairway plans 
call for a 33 1-3% expansion pro¬ 
gram flying over 1-1^ million 
miles per month. 
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An audience composed of 
hundreds of Gonsairway employ¬ 
ees, their families and guests 
gathered last Saturday after¬ 
noon in the hangar at Fair- 
field to witness the third an¬ 
niversary ceremonies. 

On a platform before the 
newest addition to the Gon¬ 
sairway fleet, LB-30 o70...... 

just arrived from Nashville 
conversion and bearing on its 
sides painted birthday greet¬ 
ings from that division’s man¬ 
ager, Ralph Lawrence.was 

an imposing line-up of guests 
here to express congratulations 
on the organization’s third 
natal day.- 

A message from General 
George (reprinted on the op¬ 
posite page) was read by Col. 
Robert Love, new Commanding 
Officer of the West Coast Wing; 
Major Ken Walker brought the 
greetings of General William 
Ord Ryan, Commanding General 
of the Pacific Division, ATC; 
and Gonsairway men and women 
met for the first time the new 
Jommanding Officer of the Fair- 
.1 ield-3uisun Army Air Base, 
Colonel A. K. Breckenridge. 

From Consolidated vultee 
came General Sales Manager 
Frank Learman with a message 
of praise from President Harry 
Woodheaa and Executive Vice- 
President ’’Mac” Laddon, who 
were unable to attend. Joe 
Brent, Washington Representa¬ 
tive, was introduced. 

John Nicholas, PBY deliv¬ 
ery navigator recently repatri¬ 
ated after three years’ im¬ 
prisonment under the Japanese, 
returned to the location of 
his homecoming and on this oc¬ 
casion stayed a while longer 
to relate personally some of 
the adventures he and his fel¬ 
low prisoners had undergone. 


From Division Manager 
Dick Mitchell, the employes 
received praise for their help 
in establishing a record that 
after three years of trans¬ 
pacific operation is based on 
sixty-five million ton-miles 
in 104,000 flight hours. They 
also heard him express confi¬ 
dence in their ability to meet 
requirements resulting from 
the expansion of Gonsairway 
operations throughout the Pa¬ 
cific. An indication of this 
can be seen in the successful 
institution of a third trip 
per day to the terminus north¬ 
west of New Guinea. 

At the conclusion of the 
ceremonies, during which an¬ 
nouncement was made that Gon¬ 
sairway flight members were 
purchasing for the enjoyment 
of all maintenance and hangar, 
personnel a complete public 
address system which will 
bring them music during rest 
and lunch ' periods, the audi¬ 
ence was served refreshments. 

The afternoon affair was 
followed up that evening with 
a highly successful party at 
the Gonsairway Club which had 
been especially redecorated. 
The courtyard outside was bor¬ 
dered witn colored lignts and 
lanterns and the huge over¬ 
flow crowd made good use of 
tne taoies and chairs placed 
there. 

It was undoubtedly the 
largest attendance ever re¬ 
corded at the Club, groups ar¬ 
riving long before the opening 
time of 9 p.m. Hilarity con¬ 
tinued until the very early 
morning hours. 

An all-employee floor 
snow proved a nit. Impresario 
’’Jerk” Jervis offered a dance 
number and then presented Pat 
mcKervy in a vocal, D. H. Bunk¬ 
er, accordjanist, and Howard 
Brooks, magician. 
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ADDRESS REPLY TO: 
COMMANDING GENERAL. 
AAF AIR TRANSPORT COMMAND 
WAR DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


ARMY AIR FORCES 
HEADQUARTERS AIR TRANSPORT COMMAND 

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL. 
WASHINGTON 


18 April 1945* 


Mr. Richard S. Mitchell, 

Manager, Consairway Division, 

Consolidated. Vultee Aircraft Corp., 

Fairfield-Suisun Army Air Base, 

Fairfield, California. 

Dear fir. Mitchell: 

On this the third anniversary of Consairways outstanding service 
for the Air Transport Command, it gives me great personal pleasure., to 
congratulate you for the magnificent manner in which the men and women 
of your organization have accomplished all tasks assigned to them. 

From the pioneering operations of 1942 to the efficient regularized 
operations of today is the history of the accomplishment of Consairway 
in the Pacific. Consairway crews pioneered the long and then hazar¬ 
dous route between the West Coast and Australia at a time when contact 
with the enemy was probable and expected. Communications and navigation 
aids were practically non-existent and weather information at a minimum. 
Despite these obstacles a safety and operations record was established 
that has consistently been worthy of highest commendation. 

Statistics never tell a story except to one who can interpret them 
ih terms of the effort, concern and imagination which are required to 
raise the numbers to the desired goal and keep them there . Consairways 
12 hours per day utilization; 8,000 pound payload; and 65,000,000 ton 
miles flown can best be appreciated by those of us who have been con¬ 
cerned primarily with air transport in the formative days of A.T.C. 

Accept my best personal wishes and those of the Air Transport 
Command for continued success and please transmit them to the men and 
women of your great organization. 
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Representatives of Inter¬ 
national Airlines nave recent¬ 
ly concluded meetings at Hav¬ 
ana which resulted in the form¬ 
ation of the International Air 
Transport Association. The 
articles of organization were 
adhered to on April 20th by 
41 airumes representing 25 
countrieSo Ho <T 0 Symington, 
President or Trans-Ganada Air 
Lines was elected president. 

After spirited debate and 
no little maneuvering for con¬ 
trol, it was decided that the 
executive committee would con¬ 
sist of nine active members, 
(airlines with international 
routes, as distinct from asso¬ 
ciate members without inter¬ 
national routes)o Final bal¬ 
loting gave Uo So airlines two 
members of this management 
group, with one to the Nether¬ 
lands, one to Sweden, one to 
Australia, one to France, one 
to India, one to Britain, and 
one to Brazilo 

First formal annual meet¬ 
ing of the association wiil 
take place in Iv'iontreal next 
fall to consider means of pro¬ 
moting safe, regular and econ¬ 
omical air transport,providing 
for international collabora¬ 
tion among members and for ac¬ 
tive cooperation with the of¬ 
ficial International Civil Av¬ 
iation Organization created at 
the Ghicago Conference. 

In the opinion of A. Go 
Wiprud, special assistant to 
the Attorney General, it is 
doubtful that the President 
has power to make executive a- 
greements authorizing foreign 
airlines to enter the U. S. 
Should this opinion be sub- 
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stantiated, we will find our¬ 
selves in the anomalous posi¬ 
tion of cheerfully doing things 

that can’t be done - for all 

International Civil Aviation 
agreements to date have been 
concluded as executive agree¬ 
ments o 

$ 500,000,000 will be re¬ 
quired within the next five 
years by the country’s air¬ 
lines, according to a survey 
conducted by a group of banks 
and insurance companies„ Of 
this amount, the survey shows, 
$300,000,000 will be required 
for the acquisition of new air¬ 
craft and the balance for 
ground and office equipment 
and additional working capital 0 

Russia has received 13,000 
airplanes under lend-lease. 
This is the largest allocation 
made to any ally. The majori¬ 
ty of these aircraft were 
flight delivered by American 
and Russian pilots» 

An interesting fact has 
been revealed ’ in connection 
with the I.AoToA. Convention 
in Havana: T.W.A. qualified 

as an active member on the 
strength of a hitherto undis¬ 
closed, and never utilized, 
temporary certificate permit¬ 
ting operation between Washing¬ 
ton and CairOo 

The State Department has 
announced that ‘ Argentina’s 
declaration of war on the T.Ko 
0’d Axis qualified it to re¬ 
ceive surplus planes and parts 
under iend-leaseo 
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Consairway craft #568 must 
have been irrationally proud 
of being selected as Cover 
Girl for the anniversary Scrap¬ 
book edition of the Flight 
Deck.„.Whether it was the hon¬ 
or of being singled out...and 
in color, too...we don’t know, 
but at any rate Ship 568 put 
on airs when it came time for 
her to make her next trip. 

When she departed Fairfield on 
April 20th, the old LB-30 car¬ 
ried payloads of 10,317 pounds 
to Hawaii, 10,235 pounds to 
Tarawa, 10,235 pounds to the 
next base and 10,145 pounds to 
the western terminal....FOR AN 
AVERAGE PAYLOAD OF 10,234 
pounds o 
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The gang around the hangar 
is going to miss an old friend. 

Lt. Jack White is leaving for 
duty overseas. 

A familiar figure to Con- 
sairway workers ever since the 
first days of our arrival at 
Fairfield, Jack is taking his 
camera and photographic abili¬ 
ty west to cover the Pacific. 

So, in a way, this isn’t a 
farewell, perhaps, for our 
flight crews will be running 
into him along the way quite 
often. 

However, before Jack gets 
away, we want to thank him.... 
personally, as a splendid 
friend..o..and professionally, 
as an excellent photographer. 

His readiness to help any de¬ 
partment, no matter what the 
problem and his willing assis¬ 
tance in the preparation and 
printing of this publication 
has been sincerely appreciated 
by the organization. 

Good shooting to you, Jack! 

May you lens the flag-raising 
in Tokyo! 
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This is the second of a 
series of articles on the Em¬ 
ployes Retirement Plan and is 
devoted to answering some of 
the questions repeatedly asked 

lo Who is eligible? 

Any employe between th 
ages of 25 and 64-| who has 
completed three years of con¬ 
tinuous service with the com¬ 
pany o 

2, How much will it cost me 
and what will be the amount of 
my retirement income? 

These amounts will vary 
depending on your earnings 0 
The following few examples 
will give you a good idea. 



been with Consolidated Vultee 
15 years or in the Plan con¬ 
tinuously for 2 years or more, 
you may elect to take a paid- 
up annuity for the amount of 
retirement income earned as a 
result of payments made by you 
and by the company„ 

4o What happens If I am ill 


Hourly 

Base 

Employe »s 

and unable to work for several 

Wage Rate 

Weekly Payment 

months? 

tjj> o 64: "fcO tjj> o 74: 

$ o 97 

During any period for 

o99 to 

lo 09 

1 0 45 

which you are granted an auth¬ 

lo22 to 

lo32 

lo 78 

orized leave of absence with¬ 

lc 56 to 

1 0 67 

2 o 50 

out pay, your contributions 

1o 91 to 

2 o 13 

3 o63 

will be suspended until you 




return to work. 


Approximate Monthly Income 
Beginning At Age 65 For 
Each Full Year Of 
Participation 

" ' fl720 

1 c 80 

2 o 20 

3 o 10 

4 o 50 

Thus, if your rate of pay is 
#1<>25 an hour and you are 45 
years old, you would pay into 
the plan for 20 years before 
retirement at the age 65 „ Your 
total payments would be $>!<, 78 
x 52 x 20, or $1,851o20c The 
approximate amount of your re¬ 
tirement income beginning at 
age 65 would be $2 <,20 x 20, or 
$44 a montho 

3 0 Do I get my money back if I 
leave Consolidated Vultee be¬ 
fore reaching the retirement 
age? 

Yes, you get back all the 
money you have paid in, plus 
interesto However, if you have 


5o What happens if Consoli¬ 
dated Vultee discontinues the 
Plan? 

Any termination of the 
Plan will not affect the re¬ 
tirement income already pur¬ 
chased for you’ as a result of 
the combined payments of your¬ 
self and the company. If the 
Plan is discontinued, Consoli¬ 
dated Vultee cannot withdraw 
any contributions it has made<> 
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It's been a long time be¬ 
tween flights for Jack Searles’ 
star-happy navigator „»«. <> 0 this 
legendary half-brother to the 
sad sack first appeared in 
issue 3 of our first volume» 
He was then making "The First 
Flight”o How well he has pro¬ 
gressed since is now reported 
here---—- 
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To those of you 

Who never knew 

Or probably don't remember 

The little rhyme 

About Finkelstein 

That intrepid crew member: 

Twas a year last fall 

If you recall 

This sterling navigator 

Made his first flight 

One dark midnight 

And was not heard from later. 

A brief court-martial 

Quite impartial 

Beached him for a year 

For being lost 

Just as they crossed 

The field and dropped the gear. 

But this earth-bound Sack 
At last came back 
Into the wild blue yonder 0 
For returning gratis 
His flying status 

That board should be plowed under. 

Then came the day 
He drew his pay 
And climbed into the plane 
Right then and there 
We knew Consair 
« Would never be the same 

• Now Finkelstein 
v Was Feeling fine 

As they zoomed into the air, 

But an hour out 

He began to doubt 

His whereabout for fair. 

He dropped his Link 
And began to think 
In terms of old Marconi, 

But being deaf 
The RoD.Fo 

Was just so much baloney. 



The captain prodded 
"Fink" and nodded 
Towards the A. Do F. 

The double jointed 

Needle pointed 

Way over to the lefto 

But he looked bored 

And just ignored 

The reading on the dial, 

But lost ambition 

When each position 

Went further off each mile® 

His course was true to 
Hbn-o-lu-lu, 

But he'd added variation, 

Then ripped apart 

The only chart 

He had - in consternation. 

Twas bound to happen 
That the captain 
Got wilder by the minute 0 
Poor Finkelstein 
Had lost his mind; 

His heart just wasn't in it. 

He'd rant and rave 
And misbehave 
Until at last the crew 
Now driven to drink 
They throttled "Fink", 

And brought her safely through. 

Poor "Finkie" groaned 
And weeped and moaned, 

Yet they’d no more touched the ground 
When pale and wan 
They stuffed him on 
A transport homeward bound. 

Now if you think 
The career of "Fink" 

Had this unhappy ending, 

I must relate 

That sure as fate 

His talents have been mending. 

For just last week 
This nimble freak, 

As pious as a chaplain, 

Announced that he 

At last would be 

Our newest check-out captain. 










May 2, 1945 


Consairway Employees 
Fairfield-Suisun Army Air Base 
Fairfield, California 


Dear Friends: 


Upon our return from our honeymoon trip we found in our office a 


beautiful array of silver with a card of congratulations signed, 
"All Consairway Employees". This wonderful gift far surpasses 
anything we have ever hoped to possess, but most cherished of all 
will be the remembrance that it was a gift of our friends and 
fellow-workers at Consairway. 

We had intended to make our little speech of gratification at the 
Birthday party, and again at the dance, but as each appropriate 
time approached, our throats were a little too tight and our vision 
became a little blurred. We were afraid we wouldn’t be understand¬ 
able. Hence......this letter for Flight Deck. 

Please accept our sincerest thanks and appreciation for the beauti¬ 
ful gifts and your well wishes, and the wonderful spirit in which 
they were given. 


Sincerely, 



P. S. Jessie Cleveland explained the idea of ihe little cup and 


spoon. 
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RECORD BR6AKIN6- 
APRIL FO R. COM SAIRWAV 

Consairway celebrated its 
anniversary month of April in 
the organization’s traditional 
manner..by blasting completely 
all former load and 3peed rec¬ 
ords for the Trans-Pacific 
route. 

While announcement was 
being made in mid-April that 
a new flight time record had 
been established for the 
lb,308 mile round-trip from 
San Francisco to the terminal 
north-west of New Guinea...... 

3 days,SO hours and 28 minutes 
.....a new stepped-up sehedule 

got under way and the Gonsair¬ 
way fleet of sixteen Liberator 
transports began returning to 
Fairfield headquarters just 
3 DAYS and 17 HOURS after de¬ 
parture .’ 

This tosses into limbo 
the world's speed record for 
the round trip between the U.S. 
and Australia already held by 
Gonsairway...... the division’s 

converted bombers are daily 
flying a route 500 miles far¬ 
ther in 5 hours less time. 

Aiding in this accomplish¬ 
ment was the streamlined hand¬ 
ling of the planes by mainten¬ 
ance, flight and foreign-based 
personnel along a route that 
now touches only Hawaii,Tarawa, 
a flag-stop and the Western 
Terminal. 

As for load, during the 
past month, Gonsairway acknow¬ 
ledged General George’s con¬ 
gratulations on its average 
payload of 8000 pounds by in¬ 
creasing the figure to 9316 
pounds. 

Flying 13 international 
hours per day per ship, Con- 
sairway put in a total of 6193 
international flight hours to 
carry nearly A MILLION POUNDS 
of cargo and passengers out of 
the United States to the Pac¬ 
ific war. 


BASF 

birth 

Viola Heck reports that 
messages from the boys down at 
our western terminal indicate 
they also celebrated Gonsair¬ 
way’ s third anniversary. Phil 
Sullivan writes: ”We, too, ob¬ 
served the birthday. True, it 
was on the 27th, a day early, 
but it was a party that rocked 
the island. Pictures will be 
forthcoming.” 

Another Gonsairwayman at 
the base pointed up the picture 
of that celebration somewhat 
wnen he revealed the occasion 
was such a happy one that even 
the gang's normal susceptibili¬ 
ty to feminine charm was for¬ 
gotten. A contingent of WACs 
made its appearance, but "in¬ 
stead of overwhelming them as 
is usually the case in these 
areas, we more or less ignored 
them....the men all bunched to¬ 
gether". Sentiment must really 
have received its test that day. 

Ff (OHT 
RFADINGtS 

G.A.A. Inspector Art Burns 
has trekked up from Santa Moni¬ 
ca headquarters this week to 
put seven more Gonsairway pi¬ 
lots under the S.A.T.R. micro¬ 
scope. Those striving to please 
are G.T. Kilgore, G. L. Mathias, 
A. T. Mitchell, Paul Blackman, 
T. E. Bessey, Johnny Moore and 
A. W. Cook. 

Shakedown and departure 
crews staying overnight at the 
field hereafter will park at a 
new B.0.Q,-Number 223. 


foreio-n 

SHARB 


MFN 

DAY 


Flight men are now making 
the acquaintance of two new 
dispatchers, Dorothy Hankins 
and John Destrow, the latter 
a former P.A.A. man. 





7th War Loan Drive 
Here Hits $33,000 

Consairway has met the 

Seventh War Loan.and it is 

ours I Employes of this divis¬ 
ion have purchased by paycheck 
deductions and for cash United 
States War Bonds totalling 
$33,000 in maturity value. 
This was done, in accordance 
with 7th War Loan Requirements, 
as an addition to the usual 
War Bond Program. 

All those employes who 
have taken part in the drive 
by their extra purchases are 
now eligible to win one of the 
three plastic model Liberators 
which will be given away after 
the close of this month. 

The absence of late en¬ 
trants’ names from the Bond 
Wagon in the hangar is explain¬ 
ed by the illness in artist 
George Mathis’ family and his 
consequent quarantine. The 
names will be posted on his 
return and the eligibility of 
such employes is, of course, 
unaffected as far as the draw¬ 
ing for the models is concern¬ 
ed. 

Other Consairway men and 
women still have several weeks 
in which to hop on the Bond 
Wagon by purchasing extra War 
Bonds for cash. 

Six More Craft Reach 
Record 10,000 Hours 

But a matter of weeks af¬ 
ter the nation’s press carried 
mention of Consairway’s ’’Old 
Consistent”, veteran Liberator 
AL 375, and her cracking the 
10,000 flight hours mark, half 
a dozen more craft in. the 
fleet turned the same corner. 

Among what undoubtedly 
are the”flyingest four-engined 
aircraft in the world” are 
Consairway Ships: #532, #568, 
#586, #594, #598, and #369, 

which now have a combined 
mileage of over twelve million 
miles. 



Convair Will Give Ring 
To Veteran Flight Men 

Directly above is a sketch 
of the ring which many Consair¬ 
way flight men will soon be 
wearing. 

The ring, a handsome piece 
of masculine jewelry with four 
diamonds inset on its face in 
the form of the Southern Cross, 
will be presented b,y the Con¬ 
solidated Vultee Aircraft Corp¬ 
oration to all Consairway 
flight crew members who have 
accomplished 1500 hours of fly¬ 
ing the Pacific with this or¬ 
ganization.this represents 

the equivalent of twenty round- 
trips . 

The presentation of the 
rings will become a continuing 
program,each Consairway flight 
* man establishing his eligibil¬ 
ity for the gift as he rounds 
the 1500 hour mark. 

By the middle of this 
month, when it is hoped the 
rings will have arrived, near¬ 
ly one hundred and fifty flight 
crew members will be on the 
list of first recipients. 
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This is the third and final of 
a series of articles on the Employ¬ 
es Retirement Plan. In the second 
article we answered many of the 
questions repeatedly asked of us. 
The remaining questions follow. 

1. If I should retire before the 
age of 65, will the Equitable Life 
Assurance Society pay me a retire¬ 
ment income? 

YeSo With the consent of the 
company and of Equitable, you may 
retire at any time after the age 55 0 
If you notify us at ueast five 
years in advance of your earlier 
retirement date, no physical exam¬ 
ination is requiredo Otherwise, 
Equitable wiJL require you to take 
a physical examination before it 
will consider your application for 
earlier retirement,, 

2o How do I receive my retirement 
income? 

Ordinarily, Equitable sends 
you a check by mail each month. If 
the amount of the income is very 
small, Equitable may cnoose to pay 
you at less frequent intervals. 

So Does Equitable offer us more 
tban one plan of payment of our re¬ 
tirement income? Yes, there are 
four plans,briefly described as fol¬ 
lows : 

a. Straight life annuity - 
whereby Equitable will pay you the 
amount to whicn you are entitled 
beginning at your retirement (from 
ages 55 to 65) and continuing until 
your deatho 

b. Eive-year certain life an¬ 
nuity - whereby Equitable will pay 
you a reduced amount of retirement 
income per month (approximately 97 
percent of your normal monthly re¬ 
tirement income at age 65) begin¬ 
ning at your retirement and contin¬ 
uing until your death« If you 
should die within five years of 
your retirement, your monthly re¬ 
tirement income will be paid to 
your beneficiary until the five- 
year period has expiredo 


Co Ten-year certain life an¬ 
nuity - which is the same as the 
five-year certain life annuity ex¬ 
cept that the guarantee is for 10' 
years instead of 5 years and the 
monthly income is approximately 89 
percent of what you would normally ' 
receive at retirement age 65 c 

do Joint and survivor annuity 
- whereby you may name a joint-an¬ 
nuitant who will receive retirement 
income payments after your death 
for as long as he or she lives. The 
amount by which your normal monthly 
retirement income must be reduced 
under this option will depend upon 
the age and sex of your joint an¬ 
nuitant o For example, if you name 
your wife as joint annuitant and 
she is five years younger than you 
are, your normal monthly retirement 
income will be reduced by about 34 
percent 0 

4o Are there any restrictions on 
the naming of oeneficiaries? 

No. You may name wnomever you 
please to be the beneficiary of the 
amounts that may be payable under 
the Rian by reason of your death. 

A change in beneficiary may be made 
at any time. If married, care 
should be exercised to comply with 
the provisions of the California 
Community Property Laws in naming 
someone other tnan the spouse as 
beneficiary. 

in these articles, we have 
tried to give you all tne informa¬ 
tion you may require before decid¬ 
ing whether you should enter the 
Employes Retirement Plan. Please 
bear in mind that the retirement 
income provided under this Plan is 
intended to supplement the benefits 
payable under the Federal Social 
Security Act so that you will be 
able to live more comfortably when 
you retire from work. We feel that 
the benefits provided by the joint 
contributions of the participating 
employes and by the company are so 
evident that all employes will wish 
to participate as soon as they are 
eligible„ 
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VULTEE FIELD'S PUSHER SERVICE IS OFFERED 


One of the hazards of 
pusher-type fighter planes has 
been eliminated by means of a 
"catapult seat" developed by 
Vultee Field division engineers 
of Consolidated Vultee Air¬ 
craft Corporationo 

The seat is a sort of piin- 
iature elevator, operated by 
means of an electric motor„ 
On the ground,it can be extend¬ 
ed beneath the fuselage or 
cockpit nacelle of the air¬ 
plane; then, when the pilot 
sits down and pulls a lever, 
it will smoothly rise into the 
airplane cockpito 

If no trouble is encount¬ 
ered in flight, the pilot sim¬ 
ply readjusts the seat lever 
and lowers himself to the 
ground after landing. On the 
other hand, if there is a ser¬ 
ious flight emergency, the pi¬ 
lot can pull an auxiliary lev¬ 
er and the seat will throw him 
clear of the airplane so that 
he will not be injured by a 
propeller. 

Aeronautical engineers 
have long known that pusher- 
type airplanes can be extreme¬ 
ly efficient, due to the fact 
that the most vital wing con¬ 
tours are not disturbed when 
engines and propellers are 
situated behind the wing sur¬ 
faces o However, the tendency 
to date has been to design 
tractor-type fighter planes, 
with engines and propellers in 
front of the wing surfaces,for 
one reason because pilots do 
not relish the idea of having 
to pass through a revolving 
propeller in the process of 
"bailing outo" 

Extra, SCRAPBOOKS.. • 

There are some extra copies 
of the Anniversary Scrapbook 
edition of the FLIGHT DECK a- 
vailable in the Public Rela¬ 
tions Department for any Cons- 
airway employes who wish them 
for mailing or personal use 0 


Thrifty Consairway employes 
have access to an employe ser¬ 
vice that can be of invaluable 
assistance to them in adding 
to their savings, according to 
Division Treasurer Guy Combes<> 
The Treasurer’s office is 
prepared to arrange for regu¬ 
lar bank deposits of any a- 
mount, the money to be deduct¬ 
ed from the employee’s pay- 
checks and the amount of the 
deposit registered thereon., 

This INDUSTRIAL ALLOTMENT 
ACCOUNT, as it is known, will 
be placed with the Bank of 
America, Suisun Branch, and 
can be drawn on and employed 
by the depositor in a single 
or joint arrangement just as 
any savings account„ 

Weekly and semi-monthly 
payroll deduction authoriza¬ 
tion cards for the Industrial 
Allotment Plan may be obtained 
from the Treasurer„ 
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MAINTENANCE TOPIX Hole A 


It is not generally known, 
but tnere are gremlins on the 
Graveyard Maintenance Shift, 
As everyone knows, gremlins 
are those mischievous little 
strange phenomena in planes at 
high altitudes. The differ¬ 
ence is that the 3rd shift 
gremlins mess up desks, leave 
remains of food on desks, and 
steal every pencil in sight. 
A liberal reward for a patent¬ 
ed Gremlin trap is offered by 
Consairway's uwn Ma Perkins. 

Herbie Jewell is torn be¬ 
tween pride in his new office 
and a desire to block off one 
or both of his entrance doors. 
Inspection and Maintenance can 
both barge in on him at the 
same time, and some day he is 
going to be caught in the 
crossfire. 

Lela Curran claims she is 
getting a permanent squint 
from testing spark plugs. She 
also says that after the first 
100,000 it gets a little old. 

If various and sundry 
parts are missing from Hangar 
4, it is suggested that the 
premises of Lennie Hyerson and 
George Lam be raided. They 
are the proud purchasers of 
a Ryan Trainer which they nope 
to fiy(Len in front and George 
in back), after a few altera¬ 
tions and/or repairs. At the 
present time,they are endeav¬ 
oring to decide whether it 
would be feasible to put LB-30 
empennage and hydraulic system 
on their ship. 

The heavy shears in the 
office of the Chief of Maint¬ 
enance were given a real work- 
our the other night (judging 
from the remains of Dennis’ 
hat found clipped to the Crew 
Chief’s Board), It seems that 


the rash Mr. Dennis inadvert¬ 
antly clipped a small sample 
from the new anklets Topsy was 
wearing, and in retaliation, 
she chopped up the Engine, En¬ 
gine No. 9 hat of which Dennis 
was so proud. The sad remains 
were attached to the Crew 
Chief Board as a warning to 
other would-be samplers. 

Best wishes go with Antonio, 
where if rumor is well-founded, 
she has both a new husband and 
a home awaiting her at Kelly 
Field. Keep ’em flying, Gene. 


Tuesday, May 8, 1945, was 
official VE DAY, according to 
newspaper and radio. Consair- 
way employes celebrated by go¬ 
ing about their work as usual, 
and will celebrate in a big 
way when the other half of the 
war is won. We never did be¬ 
lieve in doing things in a 
half-way manner anyway. 


The wind was from the west 
(as usual). Work was progress¬ 
ing (as usual). Engines were 
racing madly on a plane parked 
in front of Hangar 4 (as us¬ 
ual) . The telephone rang (as 
usual). An irate Army voice 
demanded: ’’Will you please 

stop running your engines in 
back of Hangar 5? You're mes¬ 
sing up our nice,clean engines 
we have just assembled.” NOTE: 
We were through testing en¬ 
gines, anyway, Sergeant. 


^ DAILY MARATHON - From Consair- 
' way to the bus station to 
catch the 5:10 bus to Vaca¬ 
ville. 


Jy DAILY EXPERIENCE - Missing the 
W 5:10 bus to Vacaville, after 


sprinting a half-mile on foot, 
against a strong and variable 
head-wing. 



HOPE FOR THE FUTURE - That the 
bus schedule will be changed, 
or some means of transporta¬ 
tion afforded to the bus depot 
from Consairway. 







'the TOOL 


Five more new and little- 
renown tools make their first 
appearance to some Consairway 
maintenance personnel in this 
.week’s issue of the Tool Grib. 
We hope that this introduction 
will prove as happy a one as 
others in the past few weeks.. 
...Charley Johnston advises 
that business in the.depart¬ 
ment of less familiar tools 
has picked up as employes 
learned of the existence of 
some of these items that are 
designed to make their work 
more efficient, speedier and 
easier. 

First in line to make 
your acquaintance is (A), an 
alignment jig.....for aligning 
flap lower aft bearings when 
the wing flap bearings must be 
replaced. 

(B) is a hand squeezer 
for cherry tack riv.ets used 
for non-structural assembly. 
Useful in fastening name or 
date plates and for tacking 
temporarily where skin-holders 
are not practical. 

(C) This is an engine 
lord-mount torquing adapter 
which adapts an extension in 
order to apply the right torque 
on the nut of the engine lord- 
mount bolt. 

(D) is a main landing 
gear drag strut bolt nut 
wrench. The wrench is adapt¬ 
able to several other nuts on 
the main landing gear. 

(H) This is a Greenlee 
conduit knockout punch. It 
makes a cleaner cut hole than 
a hole-saw and is less apt to 
run off center in drilling a 
smaller pilot hole in the met¬ 
al. The Greenlee comes in 
five sizes in a set: 7/8 inch 
diameter, l/l6 inch diameter, 

1 and 5/8 inches diameter, 1 
and 15/16 inches diameter and 

2 and 3/8 inches diameter. 
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”Brother } have I a coldl”,"What can 
I do to cure this cold?”,”My throat 
has been sore for a week?”, can be 
heard most anytime that one might 
overhear a conversation in the 
first-aid room<> The illustration 
on the right gives you plain facts 
as to causes of a cold, as well as 
suggestions to follow when you have 
a coldo 

There is no medicine which will 
cure everybody’s coldo Medication 
whether in the form of tablets, 
cough medicine, inhalants, nose 
drops or gargles,at best only helps 
to relieve the discomfort. When 
you have a cold the time to get 
busy and build up the body’s de™ 
fense forces is during the first 
few days of a coldo If the begin™ 
ning cold seems more severe than 
usual, consult a physician„ 
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The latest Board of Gover¬ 
nors for the Consairway Club 
met last week and arrived at 
several new policies for the 
Club’s future operations. 
Meeting with Chairman Ronnie 
Shreve were Mary Darrow,repre¬ 
senting employees in Material; 
Virginia Hayes, Accounting; 
Lou Schwartz and iviurph Harring¬ 
ton of Maintenance; W. D. Is¬ 
bell, Instrument Shop; Art 
Wrightson,Industrial Relations; 
Pete Pelissier, Planning and 
Processing; Ho H. Starkopf, 
Engineering; and Quentin Cud- 
ney of Flight. 

Most revolutionary of their 
decisions was that concerning 
the important problem of meet¬ 
ing costs. Henceforth, door 
fees will be one dollar per 
patron. A chit-book can be 
purchased at the door or from 
any memoer of the governing 
board listed above. This will 
contain twenty coupons and 
will sell for three dollars. 
Each coupon will ue exchange¬ 
able for a oottle oi beer or a 
bottle of mixer. The chit- 
books, of course, will be val¬ 
id indefinitely, or until used 
up. 

The Board of Governors is 
arranging a program of enter¬ 
taining evenings, the first ro 
be scheduled for Saturday 
night, May 26th. There will 
be an excellent orcnestra for 
dances, many of whicn will be 
of a novelty nature similar to 
those that proved so popular 
with the crowd at the Club the 
Saturday before tne Anniver¬ 
sary. In addition, prizes will 
be awarded tnroughout the 
evening. 

Also planned following 
the date on the 26th,tne Board 
reveais, is a Monte Carlo 
night when Lady Luck will be 
guest of honor. There will be 
no dancing on this occasion. 
More details will be announced 
later. 


iVoouV WeCovev 

Operating the Army’s Magna- 
flux machine are (left to 
right) R. A. Wilkenson and Bob 
(Chandler. A detective with a 
magnetic personality, this ma¬ 
chine checks surface and sub¬ 
surface defects in iron and 
steel parts by placing them in 
a strong magnetic field while 
a liquid containing fine iron 
particles is applied to tne 
parts undergoing examination. 

A surface crack or flaw will 
then reveal itself as the iron 
particles are attracted to it. 

With sincere regret his 
many friends at Consairway 
this week said farewell to S. 
F. Beatty, jr. 

’’Pete”, as he was better 
known to everyone in the or¬ 
ganization, is taking nis fam¬ 
ily and returning to New Eng¬ 
land where he spent many 
years in tne construction ma¬ 
chinery business prior to join¬ 
ing Consairway at San Diego in 
1945. 

Latest entrant to the Con¬ 
sairway Captain ranks is A. T. 
Mitchell, who was checked out 
on the run last week. 

The C.A.A.’s Art Burns 
will give a dozen flight men 
his thorough going-over on his 
next trip up from Santa Monica. 
Now readying themselves for 
S.A.T.R. checks are: Q,. N. 

Sowell, F. J. Fritz, C. G. 
Brown, H. Erdman, H. A. West, 
and Earl Popp. 

Up for Horsepower Ratings 
will go R. E. Converse, .T. 0. 
Hutton, R. T. Barrett, F. I. 
Orr, Scnofield Bonnet, and 
Kirk Hills. 

Ninety-day checks for Con¬ 
sairway pilots will occupy the 
next several weeks, according 
to ^uent Cudney. 
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Harry Woodhead, president 
of Consolidated Vultee, was 
the principal speaker at the 
dedication of the Southern 
California Cooperative Wind 
Tunnel at the California In¬ 
stitute of Technology in Pasa¬ 
dena, May 13th. 

Woodhead said that the 
Cooperative Tunnel, which is 
the most advanced wind tunnel 
in the world, was being dedi¬ 
cated with the conviction that 
America’s future depends upon 
a strong air force to preserve 
peace, and world airlines to 
preserve her prosperity. 

The tunnel was financed 
and is owned.by Consolidated 
Vultee, Douglas, Lockheed and 
North American aircraft comp¬ 
anies, and will be operated by 
Cal Tech with Dr. Clark B. Mil¬ 
likan as director. Completed 
two weeks ago, three years af¬ 
ter design studies began, the 
tunnel cost $2,500,000 and re¬ 
presents a major step in keep¬ 
ing Southern California the 
center of the aircraft indus¬ 
try. 


The new tunnel is a vari¬ 
able pressure, variable dens¬ 
ity, high speed wind tunnel 
with a working section of 8| 
feet by 12 feet, and can ac¬ 
commodate models of the size 
which experience has shown to 
be most satisfactory. 

With 12,000 horsepower 
available to produce the air¬ 
flow, velocities up to 700 
miles per hour can be attained 
Specifications required that 
the tunnel be air tight so 
some 1500 tons of welded steel 
(continued on next page) 



If it appears that ’’Flaps”, 
the Cocker, is sulking these 
days, you can ascribe it to 
wounded vanity, for a new mas¬ 
cot has ascended the throne of 
popularity. A constant pil¬ 
grimage of loyal subjects from 
her hangar domain has been 
wending of late to view the 
’’Queen Mother” and her kitten 
quartet. The nameless feline, 
after carefully inspecting ev¬ 
ery office in the hangar, se¬ 
lected the Statistics Office 
as the scene for this historic 
event. And Johnny Ballard’s 
waste-basket appealed to her 
as a bassinet. Mother, child¬ 
ren and Grandma Mathis (Diet¬ 
ician Extroardinary) are doing 
splendidly. 
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In a letter of thanks this 
week,Howard Smith, local Field 
Director for the American Red 
Gross, has written: 

"On behalf of the Ameri¬ 
can Red Gross, we wish to 
thank all members of Consair- 
way for their splendid cooper- 
•ation in helping to make the 
1945 Red Cross War Fund Drive 
at this base a huge success. 

"The total donation from 
the Consairway and its employ¬ 
es in 1944 amounted to $2,804., 
50. This year, your, total con¬ 
tributions amounted to $4,453. 
25, which is indeed an out¬ 
standing increase over last 
year's contributions.' 

"You may be interested to 
know that the total sum collec¬ 
ted at this base in 1944 a- 
mounted to $7,001.94, while 
this year it was. increased to 
$10,764.83. Although we do 
not have official reports from 
our Headquarters, we can be 
reasonably sure that our record 
will ;stand in first place for 
fields of. our size and even 
those larger than Fairfield- 
Suisun Army Air Base. 

"This record was made 
possible through the generous 
contributions received from 
the Consairway Division and 
its employes. Thank you again 
for your fine cooperation." 


The official nation-wide 
OD^ninjR of the Seventh War 
Loan this week found . Consair¬ 
way a full month and $33,000 
ah«ad of it. Much of the 
credit for this goes to Main¬ 
tenance and other hangar per¬ 
sonnel who got on the wagon 
with promptness. 

Many Flight men who visit 
the hangar only between trips 
have not yet indicated their 
support of the 7th War Loan... 
they have until June 1st to 
purchase bonds for cash. 

The three plastic model 
B-24's . to be awarded support¬ 
ers of this drive will be dis¬ 
tributed on June 1st. At the 
afternoon shift-change, the 
time-cards of those eligible 
to take part in the drawing 
will be assembled; a wheel 
will spin out the numbers on 
the winners’ cards. 

As for the usual war bond 
purchases by this division’s 
employes recorded on Convair's 
Divisional War Bond Report, 
some improvement was seen in 
April. Consairway rose to 7th 
place in percent of sales with 
12.88% and wiggled to 10th 
place in percent participating 
with 83.31%. 


'MV DEAR, YOU simpcy must 
DO SOM6THIN6* ABOUT YOUR 
STOMACH l" 
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The Fairfield Air Park is 
well on its way toward becom¬ 
ing the leading center of pri¬ 
vate flying activities in the 
northern California area. 
Since its designation March 
9th by the Civil Aeronautics 
Administration after confer¬ 
ences with Army and Navy of¬ 
ficials in tne Bay region, the 
field has grown swiftly as a 
mecca for sportsmen pilots 
with their own light craft, 
for private pilots in transit 
to other points, and for stu¬ 
dent fliers. The latter group 
often includes persons who al¬ 
ready hold licenses but are 
desirous of brushing up on 
their talents. 

Operated by two Consairway 
men, Flight Engineer R. Kass- 
ner and Captain G. A. Cress- 
well, the Fairfie.ld Air Park 
is the only field other than 
San Jose in the Bay region 
that is authorized for sports¬ 
man flying and flight instruc¬ 
tion. Kassner, the Air Park’s 
owner and manager, discloses 
that twenty-six light aircraft 
are permanently based here. 
Nearly all are the property of 
Consairway employes. He is 
arranging under the name of 
Century Service, to provide a 
distribution outlet at the Air 
Park for light aircraft parts 
and supplies. Repair and over¬ 
haul facilities already are 
being offered the Air Park's 
patrons. Kassner revealed 
that Century Service has am¬ 
bitions of increasing its pre¬ 
sent scope to include manage¬ 
ment of other Air Parks simil¬ 
ar to that at Fairfield. 

Cresswell, who manages the 
Air Park’s flight instruction 
phase, reports thirty-five 
students are availing them¬ 
selves of the school's $10— 
dual, $8—solo hourly rates. 


Represented in this group are 
members of the Army, Navy and 
Marine Corps, Consairway and 
other civilian groups. His 
two instructors are using 
three Aeronca trainers with 65 
h.p. Continentals. Many stu¬ 
dents, Cresswell says, have 
been putting in time prepara¬ 
tory to be re-checked and re¬ 
newing their licenses. A 

C.A.A. flight inspector makes 
a monthly visit to the Air 
Park for this purpose. 

Three flying clubs also 
operate from the field...one 
composed of Consairway Flight 
Engineers, another of Naviga¬ 
tors, and a group of flying 
enthusiasts from Vallejo. Ac¬ 
cording to a last-minute re¬ 
port some eighty-five non fly¬ 
ing personnel from the Naval 
Air Transport System stationed 
at Oakland are planning to 
make flight instruction at the 
Air Park a regular item on 
their recreational program. 
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plate were used in its con¬ 
struction. In order to assure 
a uniform and non-fluctuating 
flow of air, it is forced 
through a rapid contraction 
just upstream from the working 
model. The diameter ahead of 
the contraction is Big feet, 
narrowing rapidley to the &|- 
by 12 foot throat at the work¬ 
ing section. 

The working section is 
surrounded by a steei sphere 
Big- feet in diameter which is 
closed in by a massive 18 ft. 
diameter steei door and two 
gate valves which cut across 
the airflow circuit ahead and 
downstream of the working sec¬ 
tion. This modern feature of 
the tunnel allows for model 
adjustments and modifications 
without affecting pressure or 
vacuum in other sections of 
the tunnel. 
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Starting last Monday, 
some of the Division's office 
personnel cnanged tneir work 
hours. By various departments 
the hours autnorized during 
the remainder of May, June, 
July and August are: 

Management, Material, In- 
dustrial Relations, Treasury, 
Industrial Engineering, Flight 
Operations, Maintenance,Build¬ 
ing & Equipment Maintenance... 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Accounting and Engineering 
have changed their hours to 
7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Time will be paid accord¬ 
ing to time-clock punching 
oniy. In the event of failure 
to punch in or out an employee 
will be credited with time 
oniy if an A.?,0. containing 
a full explanation and a cert¬ 
ification of hours present is 
originated by the Department 
Head and routed to Payroll 
through the Division Manager 
for approvalo 

&a\>cocV wmwcJ as 
\vd\ev success or... 

Irving B. Babcock has been 
elected Chairman of tne Board 
of Directors of Consolidated 
Vuitee Aircraft Corporation 0 
He succeeds Tom M. Girdler, 
board chairman of Republic 
Steel Corporation who recently 
resigned the Convair post. 


Mr. Babcock also is presi¬ 
dent of the Aviation Corpora¬ 
tion, wnich holds a large in¬ 
terest in Consolidated Vuitee. 
He formerly was a vice presi¬ 
dent of General motors and 
president of Yellow Truck and 
Coach Manufacturing Company, 
assuming tne presidency or 
AVC0 on February 1, 1945. 

In a statement following 
his election,Mr. Babcock said, 
"Under the leadership of Mr. 
Girdler with Harry Woodhead, 
President, and Mr. I. M. Lad- 
don, Executive Vice President, 
Convair made an outstanding 
record in the production of 
airplanes for the services of 
all the Allied nations. 

"In the prospects of re¬ 
conversion, which we are all 
facing, Convair is fortunate 
in being able to retain the 
services of Mr. ’Voodhead and 
Mr. Ladden together with the 
remaining official personnel. 

"The number one job of 
the company still is to com¬ 
plete its war contracts on 
schedule. Even though Germany 
has been defeated, a big job 
remains ahead for the Consoli¬ 
dated Vuitee organization, 
which already has great achiev¬ 
ements to its credit in this 
war. 

"As soon as government war 
restrictions are lifted, the 
company expects to start pro¬ 
duction of planes from the 
smallest models for personal 
fliers to the largest types 
for commercial transport use." 
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look. 


The Maintenance Department 
narrowly missed having 
claim the cat and Kittens 
wl ms picture appears ex no¬ 
where in this issueo Of course 
we think Mrs 0 Oat would have 
been smart to have put in for 
Maintenance rather than Stat¬ 
istics, but the choice was en¬ 
tirely hers c We suggest that 
the four kittens be named In- 
ius-rial Relations (Indie for 
short), Dispatch (Patch), Ma¬ 
terial (Matt) and Flighto You 
will notice we say nothing a- 
bout Operationso 

It is difficult to imagine 
Billie Embree in the role of 
nursemaid, but our glamorous 
’’strawberry blond” has left us 
to go back to Sacramento to 
her sister and 
brand new neph¬ 
ew (or is it 
:4e e?)o After 
wielding spray- 
guns so energet¬ 
ically in our 
Paint Shop, we 
wonder if she 
will apply fact¬ 
ory methods in 

r her new job- 

spray the baby instead of bath¬ 
ing it and hang it on the line 
to dryo After due thought, we 
believe the old-f asl. i cned 

method, if slow, is safer„ 

The San Francisco Chroni¬ 
cle gave considerable space 
last Sunday to an article deal¬ 
ing with ” testing fabrics for 
rain-resistance, the testing 
apparatus having been origina¬ 
ted and peifacted in the Holly¬ 
wood movie studios„ The Army 
and everybody could have been 
spared a' lot of trouble had 
they known about the Mainten¬ 
ance officeo Comes the light¬ 
est shower and it leaks like a 



sieve - and with a heavy rail., 
the floor makes a fine testing 
pool for-rubber liferafts, ”’e 
are thinking of raisin' cv.v.ks 
next winter,, 

Judging from the pencil 
sketches appearing on the pen¬ 
ny postcards Topsy and Marge 
are sending back, 
having a fine time on theii 
trip via Lower 14 and Upper 14 
on the Challenger to Chicago. 
V/e hope they eventually get 
their belongings straightened 
out and arrive home properly 
clad and in their right "minds <, 

Save yourself and every¬ 
body else time, red tape and 
money by remembering to punch 
in and punch out each day„ 
Form 10 is no longer ; n use.- 
This applies to eve. 
punches the time clocko 

QUESTION OF THE.WEEK 4 Why 
does everybody in Bud Adams 1 
shop have sinusitis? From trie 
records, it should be spelled 
transferitiSo Either way, it, 
is a bad malady and the cure 
is slow and not always- effect- 











Gopi Dick Richards is 
voluble these days about the 
wonders of Thomas Henry Rich¬ 
ards, IIo (That’s second,not 
eleventh.) Papa vows his first 
child, born May 4th in Van¬ 
couver ,Washington, came equip 
ped with a full set of teeth 
and roaring for a steak,medium 
rare 0 


ah, posterity! And you need¬ 
n’t start any rumors that we 
are going out of business; it 
is purely routine and happens 
to the worst of publications. 
Missing from our files are 
these issues: Volume 3, Num¬ 

bers 23 and 24 (January 4th 
and 11th, 1945) 0 Anyone with 
extra copies of these Flight 
Decks to give away. eo or even 
lend for a couple weeks....... 

should hurry to this office 
and receive our most graceful 
salaams. 
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As the Air Transport Com¬ 
mand prepared to celebrate its 
most recent natal day,Consair- 
way men and women received 
from the Commanding Officer of 
the Air Transport Command’s 
West Coast Wing an expression 
of official thanks for the 
part they have played in help¬ 
ing establish and maintain the 
world-wide aerial supply line. 

Colonel Robert M. Love 
wrote: "This week the Air 
Transport Command observed its 
fourth anniversary and embark¬ 
ed upon its fifth and greatest 
year of operation, concentra¬ 
ting its services in the ex¬ 
pansive Pacific and Asiatic 
theaters wherein lies complete 
and ultimate victory in this 
global war. 

’’Sharing anniversary hon¬ 
ors with the parent ATC this 
week is the second birthday of 
the West Coast wing’s Fair- 
field-Suisun Army Air Base, 
an operation which you of 
Consairway have helped to 
build. Without your invalu¬ 
able cooperation, Fairfield 
could not have achieved its 
100% production and become one 
of the most important aerial 
supply terminals to the Pacif¬ 
ic war. 

. ’’The men and women of Con¬ 
sairway have contributed gen¬ 
erously and unselfishly and 
have earned a large share in 
the success of the Air Trans¬ 
port Command’s mission in the 
prosecution of the war against 
Japan. 

’’From the very outset, 
when the Air Transport Command 
was pioneering its Pacific 
Coast operation, Consairway 
has accomplished its assign¬ 
ments and many more in moving 


the desperately needed sup¬ 
plies and men to our Army and 
Naval forces in the Pacific. 

”As we face the final 
phase of the war and move to 
the tremendous task ahead of 
us against Japan, I am taking 
this opportunity on the anni¬ 
versary observance to person¬ 
ally thank you for your work. 

”In the months to come, 
we have an even bigger job to 
accomplish before we dispose 
of Japan. BUT CONSAIRWAY, AS 
IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN IN THE PAST, 
WILL BE A PACE-SETTER IN A- 
CHIEVING FINAL VICTORY!” 

fUore 

oHtoVken men 

It’s become such a regular 
occurence that A. M. Isberg 
automatically begins to re¬ 
ceive congratulations from 
other Maintenance personnel 
every time the Employee’s Sug¬ 
gestion Plan Committee goes 
into session. This time he’s 
done it again...won another a- 
ward. The walking idea-fact¬ 
ory named Isberg pocketed 
eleven dollars in war savings 
stamps this week for a sugges¬ 
tion that offers a safer meth¬ 
od of life raft cable install¬ 
ation. 

Fifteen dollars in war 
stamps went to J. E. Coulter 
for his idea of revising en¬ 
gine parts padding, and K. W. 
Grubb ' had his name on a $85 
war bond for a suggestion per¬ 
taining to a wheel installing 
and removing fixture. The 
latter eliminates a safety 
hazard and simultaneously pro¬ 
vides an easier method of ac¬ 
complishing the job. 

Thus far, the Suggestion 
Committee discloses, a total 
of $6,988.75 is represented in 
the seventeen suggestions that 
have been accepted from the 
sixty-nine submitted. 
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Flying characteristics of 
Consolidated Vultee’s 204 pas¬ 
senger Model 37 airliner were 
determined through wind tunnel 
tests of a sleek 110 pound 
wooden model of the six engine 
transport, it was disclosed. 
The wind tunnel model has a 
wing-span of 9 feet, compared 
with the 230 foot wing of the 
airliner. Its fuselage is 7 
feet long while that of the 
transport will- be 183. feet. 

Hundreds of tests were 
made on the model in the Calif¬ 
ornia Institute of Technology 
wind tunnel. Basic data were 
obtained on the six principal 
forces affecting aircraft-- 
lift, drag, pitch moment, rol¬ 
ling moment, yaw moment, and 
side force. To determine the 
aerodynamic forces on the 
plane in unusual attitudes, it 
was tested for steep climbs 
and sharp dives. 

The model, made of lamin¬ 
ated birch, is valued at $10, 
000 and is exactly l/26 the 
size of the 160 ton airliner 
which has been ordered by Pan 
American World Airways. More 
than 100 tiny holes are locat¬ 
ed in the fuselage from which 


pressure distribution was re¬ 
corded. Several tail config¬ 
urations were examined to de¬ 
termine the design necessary 
for stability. Other exhaust¬ 
ive tests were made for flap 
and aileron effectiveness, and 
for surface control deflect¬ 
ions. A special model was 
used for testing high speed 
characteristics of the airlin¬ 
er which has a maximum speed 
of 370 m.p.h. 

The model is made in two 
major wing and fuselage sect¬ 
ions. The N.A.C.A. low drag 
type wing was used separately 
for many of the airfoil tests. 

* ns fafentC*... 
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Added to the thanks of 
Howard Smith, Red Cross Field 
Director for the Fairfield- 
Suisun AAB, are expressions of 
appreciation for Consairway’s 
part in the recent Red Gross 
Drive as contained in a letter 
from the Vacaville, Rio Vist§, 
Dixon and Fairfield-Suisun 
Chapters of the A.R.C. They 
wrote: "The Chapters of The 

American Red Cross in this 
area take this opportunity to 
thank Consairway for their 
generous contribution to the 
recent War Fund Drive". TT 
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Several grouos of techni¬ 
cians are currently being re¬ 
cruited to visit Germany for 
the curDOse of making detailed 
studies of German industry and 
technology, and of turning 
over to the U. S, Government 
for dissimination to industry 
whatever technical superiority 
their investigations may show 
the Germans to have possessed. 
One of these groups will rep¬ 
resent Uo S. air transport 
operators and aircraft manu¬ 
facturers . Bearing in mind 
the remarks in General Arnold’s 
annual report to the effect 
that the destruction of Ameri¬ 
ca’s ability to produce war 
materials will be the enemy’s 
first consideration in the 
event of a world war III, it 
is presumed that careful study 
will be made of German devel¬ 
oped subterranean factories. 


Shortly after V-E Day, the 
Aircraft Production Board 
notified aircraft, engine 
propellor and component manu¬ 
facturers that as soon as the 
necessary regulations have 
been worked out they will be 
free to start non-military 
production to any extent de¬ 
sired- so long as continuing 
military contracts are not in- 
tereferred with. We should 
therefore soon be hearing 
about those much touted post¬ 
war jobs. 


When, as seems unavoidable, 
argument starts as to how many 
and what sort of planes should 
constitute our peace-time air- 
fleet, proponents of a big air 
force will undoubtedly rely bn 
Nazi sources to back them up. 
Gen. Von Rundstedt has already 
credited U. S. airpower as the 
most decisive factor contri¬ 
buting to Germany’s defeat, 
and similar testimony from 
other official German sources 
is expected to provide detail¬ 
ed corroboration. 


In a report filed on May 
1st, public counsel of the 
CAB has recommended that TWA 
be awarded a route from Chic¬ 
ago to Asia via the Kurile 
Islands, provided it is not 
ultimately granted a North 
Atlantic route. In the lat¬ 
ter event, public counsel 
recommends that the Kurile 
Island route go to Northwest. 
This, of course, is a recom¬ 
mendation only: the Board’s 

formal decision will not be 
made until U. S. International 
Civil Aviation Policy has been 
crystallized. Pan-Am’s exist¬ 
ing trans-Pacific routes,some¬ 
what expanded, are confirmed 
by the same recommendation. 

The recent crash in L. A. 
of a pilotless radio controlled 
Navy plane has partially re¬ 
moved the shroud of secrecy 
which has surrounded experi¬ 
ments to develop this type of 
aircraft. 

The Senate has passed a 
bill appropriating $960,000 
for the construction of a sea¬ 
drome to be used in over-ocean 
weather forecasting. Dimen¬ 
sions of the drome, which is 
said to be a variation of Arm¬ 
strong’s floating sea dock for 
aircraft, are given as 180 
feet long and 90 feet wide, 
with deck 45 feet above the 
water and supported by columns 
erected from pontoons. The 
idea of the columns is to let 
waves roll underneath without 
moving the whole structure. 

The Navy Department’s ap¬ 
propriation bill calls for 
$122,100,000 worth of radar 
and radio equipment. This is 
nearly double the sum set a- 
side for the purchase of this 
material in 1945. 

Of the 46 different nat¬ 
ional delegations to arrive in 
San Francisco for the confer¬ 
ence, 26 made the journey from 
their homes to the U. S. by 
ATC planes. 
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Numerous inquiries are be¬ 
ing received Dy tne company to 
furnish correct mailing ad¬ 
dresses for our present and 
terminated employees., Most 
frequently tnese requests come 
from the United States Treas¬ 
ury Department to enable it to 
obtain additional income tax 
information. 

As it is against the poi- 
ciy of the United States Trea¬ 
sury Department to have refund 
checks forwarded from one ad¬ 
dress to another, it is impera¬ 
tive that employees make cer¬ 
tain that they keep their loc¬ 
al Collector of Internal Rev¬ 
enue informed of their latest 
mailing address. 

For employees who have 
changed their addresses and 
expect tax refunds or addition¬ 
al assessments it is suggested 
that they make certain to: 

I. Write the Collector of 
Internal Revenue with whom or¬ 
iginal tax return was filed 
giving him your latest forward¬ 
ing address, 


2. Complete change of ad¬ 
dress card for leaving with 
local post office, 


3. Leave forwarding ad¬ 
dress with occupants of your 
last place of residence, and 

4. Notify Convair’s In¬ 
dustrial Relations Department 
of your new address. 


Newsmen attending the San 
Francisco TJNCIO meeting and. in¬ 
ternational delegates, them¬ 
selves, last week were invited 
by the Army Air Forces to vis¬ 
it Hamilton Field where a Con¬ 
solidated Vultee B-32 Domina- 
tor was on display Saturday 
and Sunday. 

The huge newest heavy 
bomber of the Air Forces was 
the center of interest for hun¬ 
dreds of the press who must 
keep under wraps what they saw 
and learned until the super¬ 
bomber gets into Pacific act¬ 
ion. 

The Hamilton Field preview 
followed by a week a showing 
of the B-32 at its Fort Worth 
home where nearly a hundred 
prominent news and magazine 
writers across the nation con¬ 
verged to view the Dominator 
on the assembly lines, its 
performance in training pro¬ 
grams, and to be guests of the 
Training Command on special 
flights. 

W S«Ae\ 

1941 Chevrolet, Special Delux four- 
door sedan. Will consider trade in 
as part payment. See: D. T. Phelps 
311 Great Jones Street, Fairfield, 
Phone 346-W. 



























The "Squawk Box" in Main¬ 
tenance is customarily tuned 
to Dispatch, in order to catch 
all calls from that Department, 
When Dispatch inadvertently 
fails to .shut off Maintenance 
while calling some other de¬ 
partment, the interchange of 
comments, persiflage, etc,, is 
sometimes humorous and some¬ 
times sulphurous-‘-but always 

interesting. 

Those movie patrons who 
saw Claudette Colbert and Fred 
MacMurray in "Practically 
Yours" would have been inter¬ 
ested to note that it is not 
only in subways that liferafts 
can open automatically and in¬ 
conveniently, It happened in 
Hangar 4 when Lam’s crew was 
working on § 573. The life- 
raft mysteriously started to 
open, and Churchill, the heft¬ 
iest guy on the crew, was ur¬ 
gently requested to stop the 
inflation by sitting on the 
raft. Churchill did his noble 
best, but to no avail - the 
raft tossed him out on the 
wing, and he very nearly did a 
high-diving act. Can you find 
a moral in this story? 

Someday we hope to ex¬ 
plore the mysterious depths of 
the "Tool Crib," through that 
forbidding portal marked "For 
Employees Only," Of course, 
we are an employee, and doubt¬ 
less we would not be thrown 
out if we entered, but we have 
that same feeling as when we 
go into the depths of the bank 
where they keep the safe de¬ 
posit boxes. Even when you 
have a key to one, with rent 
fully paid, and nothing in the 
box except your grandmother’s 
earrings and a few hard-earned 


E bonds, there is something 
about the atmosphere that 
makes you feel you are being 
regarded as a suspicious char¬ 
acter. Maybe Charlies John¬ 
ston’s piercing grey eyes have 
something to do with it. In 
the movies he would be inevit¬ 
ably cast as (a) the gentleman 
crook or (b) the A-l detective. 
In nis present role, he is un¬ 
questionably on the side of 
law and order. 

For undoubted postwar 
prosperity we recommend that 
Homer Dial take his upholster¬ 
er’s tools, patterns and what 
material he can gather, and go 
to the tropics - any old trop¬ 
ics. He would make a million 
dollars anywhere in the equit- 
orial zone, where invariably 
the softest looking seats are 
stuffed with the hardest coco¬ 
nut fibers. (Did you ever 
sleep on a coco mattress? They 
aren’t advertised, either, but 
they are really somethin’.) 

Perfect candidates for a 
Calypso Band (Fairfield Edi¬ 
tion) ; A1 Lonstron and A1 Fer¬ 
guson (A1 & Al, you’ve got it, 
pal). They have the rhythm, 
which they pound out on any 
old piece of furniture, and 
all they need is a Voice. The 
addition of the voice would 
warrant the band being known- 
as The Mad Trio, 

If War Time is one hour a- 
head of Local Time, how can we 
go by Greenwich Civil Time at 
all times? 

Herbie Jewell is looking 
for a transfer to a far and 
peaceful spot. We think that 
today he would settle for a 
hammock swung between two raft¬ 
ers in T-40—--or even a pillow 
and one of Al Lonstron’s life¬ 
rafts, Veriiy, the way of the 
transgressor is hard--espec- 
ially when a new schedule has 
to be figured out to the dot. 
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On May 29th the Army Air 
Forces Air Transport Command 
will be four years old. On 
that date in ±941, tne Ferry¬ 
ing Command -- fore-runner of 
the present day ATC ■— was or¬ 
ganized mainly on paper and 
consisted of two officers and 
four enlisted men. 

Today, four history-making 
years later, the baby organiz¬ 
ation has grown to a giant, 
globe-girdling.Commando Over 
200,000 officers and men now 
carry out the mission of the 
ATC. 

Over 160,000 miles of aer¬ 
ial routes have been estab¬ 
lished by the Air Transport 
Command. ATC pilots fly over 
2,000,000 miles every 24 hours, 
touching every battlefront. 

Ferrying military aircraft 
accounts for approximately 25 
percent of the vast Command’s 
flights. The other 75 percent 
is devoted mainly to actual 
transport operations. 

Lt. Gen. Harold L. George 
is the Commanding General of 
the world-wide organization 
which last year flew 600,000, 
000 miles -- a distance equiv¬ 
alent to 25,000 trips around 


In 1944 the ATC transported 
more than 1,250,000 war-import¬ 
ant passengers, most of them 
to overseas destinations. 
Each month it returns to the 
United States 4,000 sick and 
wounded troops, flying each 
patient an average of 5,000 
miles. Most of the patients 
flown to the Fair!ield-Suisun 
Base from the Pacific travel 
more than 7,000 miles ,by air 
in the ATC mercy ships. 

More than 32,000 sick and 
wounded were flown back to the 
United States last year by the 
Air Transport Command. During 
the European campaign, 1,500 
pints of whole blood a day 
were flown across the Atlantic. 
In 1944, too, three and one- 
half billion pieces of troop 
mail were included in the 580, 
000 tons of high-priority car¬ 
go which was flown overseas by 
the ATC „ 

To celebrate the Fourth 
Anniversary of the Air Trans¬ 
port Command, the public has 
been invited to participate in 
an Open House tour at the Fair- 
field-Suisun Base on Sunday 
afternoon (May 27th) from 1 
5 p.m. The Base will-also ob¬ 
serve its own Second Anniver¬ 
sary at that time. It was 
officially opened on June 1, 
1943. 



With completion oi 
surfacing on the parking 
lots adjacent to the main 
hangar and the area be¬ 
tween Industrial Rela¬ 
tions and T-40, 

Barry of Building & Equip¬ 
ment Maintenance request.; 
that Consairway employes 
park their cars in these 
improved locations and 
discontinue using 
areas opened for tempo¬ 
rary parking while the 
lots were undergoing pav¬ 
ing. 


i 


















Cufcr- 


Same song, second chorus: 
"It ain’t true! You can give 
this answer to those furtive 
characters who sidle up and 
whisper ’DJA HEAR THEY MAY 

CANCEL THE OUTFIT’S CONTRACT 
NOW THAT V-E DAY HAS COME? 
Or, if you’re too bored to ar¬ 
gue, like us, whip out this 
copy of the DECK and make your 
misinformant eat the last par¬ 
agraph of Colonel Love’s state¬ 
ment on page 2. 

At the furious rate we’re 
going right now, Consairway at 
month’s end may well have es¬ 
tablished a new world's record 
for aircraft utilization in 
the air transport industry. 
As we go to press,not a sched- " 
ule has been missed thus far 

in the month-and an average 

utilization figure of well 
over 400 hours is foreshadowed 
for each of our seventeen Lib¬ 
erator transports. 


Meeting early this week 
in a Plenary Session, depart¬ 
mental delegates to Consair¬ 
way 's UNCIO (Utterly Necessary 
to keep Club In Operation) 
Conference heard Ronnie Shreve, 
Chairman of the Steering Com¬ 
mittee (his cycling experience 
stands him in good stead), an¬ 
nounce that last weekfe decis¬ 
ion to apportion among the 
membership spiritous powers 
(beer and mixer) by the device 
of chit-books was premature. 

"Legal aspects and possible 
tax infraction make this ar¬ 
rangement unfeasible", he in¬ 
toned. "At this Saturday's 
social event, as at all fol- » 

lowing ones, the old order of 
free refreshments will be ob¬ 
served. There will be, how¬ 
ever, a dollar-per-person fee 
charged at the door." After 
the meeting’s close, the Big 
Ten issued a joint press state¬ 
ment whose wording was singu¬ 
larly free of diplomatic doub¬ 
le-talk. .... "You ’ll hate your¬ 
self if you miss the party at 
the Club this Saturday night, 

May 26th." 


ro p-' CLIPPER? - 


„ -r-iJi? Tor 

^LeOFF T |N rHe BACK." 
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California Selective Ser¬ 
vice Board No. £40 has decided 
that Consairway does not re¬ 
quire a healthy male to edit 
FLIGHT DECK and conduct the 
other Public Relations funct¬ 
ions' of the Division,, Because 
of this decision, come June 
6th ’’Old Timer” Eddie Piersol 
is off to the wars via induc¬ 
tion center and training camps, 
Eddie has been assigned 
to Consairway since the earli¬ 
est days of the Division doing 
a grand job of producing 
FLIGHT DECK, sponsoring the 
Consairway Club, the annual 
birthday celebrations, War 
Chest and War Bond drives, and 
directing the many other act¬ 
ivities of the Public Relations 
Department 0 

We have Eddie’s solemn 
promise that he will try not . 
to follow the example set by 
Art Wrightson who dropped his 
rifle on his foot and spent 
the majority of his Army life 
in a hospital„ And so as 
Eddie departs from Fairl'ieid 
to start his new career with 
the Armed Forces, the well 
wishes of all Consairwayites 
and the universal ’’We’ll be 
see’in ya after the war” go 
with him o' 

Cof\soV\&afce& ewtevs 

& ^cv\o6..... 

Consolidated Vultee Air¬ 
craft Corporation yesterday 
passed its twenty-second birth¬ 
day busily ending one phase of 
its existence,.,,a phase which 
has seen it rise to a position 
of outstanding eminence as a 
producer of military aircraft 
for the Allied nations during 
World War IIo 0 ,»and commencing 
a new period of preparation 
and production^ for the require¬ 
ments of a peacetime air age. 


As Convair moved to speed 
up development and work on a 
number of commercial projects, 
announcements of military cut¬ 
backs included: termination 

of San Diego’s B-3£ contract 
with an estimated reduction of 
15 percent in the total employ¬ 
ment there. Navy contracts 
will continue San Diego prod¬ 
uction of the PB4Y-S Privateer 
and the RY-3 transport. An 
immediate expansion of the Ex¬ 
perimental Army projects and 
commercial transport types. 

Also affected by the cut¬ 
backs in Dominator production 
were Vultee Field at Downey, 
California, and Fort worth, 
Texas. At the latter Division 
3-3£’s will be constructed on 
a limited basis through Decem¬ 
ber, with an orderly layoff of 
personnel scheduled. Fort 

Worth is at work on other pro¬ 
jects which will not be affec¬ 
ted by the cutback. It has 
been estimated that fifty per¬ 
cent of the Division’s person¬ 
nel will be retained by fall. 

Vultee Field will reduce 

its employment by approximate¬ 
ly 1500 as a result of the 
B-3£ and P-38 cutbacks. Its 
Privateer and RY-3, as well as 
other projects, will not be 
affected. 

119 New Units to be 
finished in 75 days 

Word was received this 
week from Mr. Ward, Manager of 
the F.P.H.A. project in Fair- 
field, that the contract for 
additional housing in Fair- 
field and Vacaville was let on 
May £5, 1945. The Vacaville 
project of 44 units is sched¬ 
uled for completion in 60 days. 

Grading on the Fairfield 
Project will start next week. 
There will be 75 additional 
units built here. The con¬ 
tract requires that these 
units be finished 75 days from 
the date of the contract. 






V&e've tt'sWcV. 

Colonel Luke Harris, Assis¬ 
tant Chief of Staff, Mainten¬ 
ance, Pacific Division, drop¬ 
ped in for a brief inspection 
of Consairway maintenance oper¬ 
ations last Tuesday. Colonel 
Harris, formerly in charge of 
maintenance for Pennsylvania 
Central Airlines and therefore 
qualified as a good judge, 
described the operation as a 
’’slick outfit” and was partic¬ 
ularly enthusiastic in compli¬ 
menting Consairway on its cur¬ 
rent 104 days of 100$ sched¬ 
ule o 

Cftove atoovxfc \:V\e 
CCVo6c\ 3^... 

Consolidated Yultee’s mam- 
mouth Model 37, the 204-pas¬ 
senger, six-engine luxury air¬ 
liner will' represent 1,750,000 
man-hours of engineering and 
2,500,000 man-hours of con¬ 
struction, R. R 0 Hoover of San 
Diego, Calif., Convair’s pro¬ 
ject engineer on the plane has 
revealed. 

”No other airplane which 
has been announced can compare 
with the Model 37 in payload 
and range,” Hoover said of 
the largest land-based air¬ 
craft yet proposed,15 of which 
have been ordered by Pan Amer¬ 
ican World Airways. 

’’Loaded to its design 
gross weight, which includes a 
payload of 50,000 pounds—pas¬ 
sengers, mail and express--it 
weighs 320,000 pounds, or 160 
tons,” he said. ’’This includes 
sufficient fuel to fly from 
New York to London with allow¬ 
ance for a 50-mile headwind 
and with additional reserve 
for an alternate landing field.” 

Hoover said the lower sur¬ 
face plating of the 230-foot 


wing varies in thickness to a 
maximum of half an inch, and 
that the 110-inch main wheel 
tires, over 9-1/2 feet in 
diameter, alone weigh 2,700 
pounds. 

Power distribution system 
for the plane comprises 25 
miles of wire for the various 
motors, radios, lighting sys¬ 
tems and actuators. 

The entire fuselage, ex¬ 
cept a small recess built over 
the nose landing gear and that 
portion behind the tail, will 
be pressurized to provide a 
pressure altitude of 8,000 
feet while the plane flies at 
25,000 feet, he said. 

Hoover said PAWA engineers 
estimate that on the New York- 
to-London trip, a fleet of 
eight of the liners, supported 
by three additional planes in 
the six high-traffic summer 
months, would carry 422,764 
passengers annually operating 
at only 50 per cent capactiy. 
This constitutes 67 per cent 
of the total pre-war passenger 
traffic moved on the North At¬ 
lantic by the ships of all na¬ 
tions „ 

On the San Francisco-to- 
Honolulu flight, three of the 
clippers at 50 per cent capac¬ 
ity would carry 150,106 pas¬ 
sengers yearly, more than 
three times the largest number 
carried by sea and air com¬ 
bined in any year prior to 
Pearl Harbor. 

’’With their high cruising 
speed, three of these clippers 
would provide daily service in 
both directions between San 
Francisco and Honolulu as well 
as Los‘Angeles and Honolulu,” 
said Hoover. 

Polaroid windows will be 
provided in the airliner,which 
will utilize hot and cold run¬ 
ning water, employ a public 
address system, and have lux¬ 
urious appointments for pas¬ 
senger comfort and convenience. 




A1 ’’Trader Horn” Bjornnes, 
Station Manager at Tarawa, das 
just returned to Fairfield af¬ 
ter completing eighteen months 
of service overseas in such 
places as New Caledonia, Hono¬ 
lulu and the station from which 
he has just taken leave 

In order of popularity 
for stations along the route, 
he naturally chose Honolulu as 
the ’’Station Manager’s Para¬ 
dise”, Tarawa next and New 
Caledonia trailing far back,, 
The red mud, P-40 size mosqui¬ 
toes and torrential rainstorms 
did not make that little rock 
a beloved place for anyone 
stationed there„ 

Flight crew members tag¬ 
ged A1 with the name ’’Trader 
Horn” because of his wide ac¬ 
quaintance with the native 
population’ which enabled him 
to pick up some very excellent 
souvenirs which he passed on 
to the crewso Some of the 
flight crew boys are rather 
firm in their belief that he 
had a ’’factory” hidden back in 
the hills making these items 
but A1 strongly states 
is not so, t, 




Al, being quite a musician, 
and specializing on the saxa- 
phone and violin, added his 
talents to several USO bands 
which played at his stations„ 
He says that the natives are 
se musically inclined that up¬ 
on hearing one of our popular 
tunes just once, they can 
really swing it and don't for¬ 
get it for years to come 0 

As for the tough life in 
the islands, it is difficult 
to picture it in the case of 
Bjornnes as he has gained fif¬ 
ty pounds in those eighteen 
months, believe it or not? 
Perhaps this was caused by the 
many cases of sardines and 
crackers he consumed while at 
Tarawa 0 


up, 

this 
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The Seventh War Bond Drive 
Drawing to determines the lucky 
winners of the three plastic 
B-24 Liberator models is sched¬ 
uled to be held in the hangar ■ 
on Friday, June 1st, at 3:30 

]D oUl o 

The arrow on a large 
wheel-of-chance with numbers 
from one to ten wil be spun 
four times, thus making an en¬ 
tire clock numbero 

A list containing the 
names of all employees elig¬ 
ible to win one of the models 
is posted near the time clocks. 
Any cash bonds sold currently 
in the cashier’s office will 
amend the list up to the time 
of the drawingo 

fteua KV\\eSystem 

A new system of figuring 
airline distances between 
cities based on Great Circle 
mileages rather than on route 
miles flown, has been recom¬ 
mended by the Air Transport 
Association to the domestic 
airlineso The new basis will 
be used in calculating air ex¬ 
press rates and,possibly, pas¬ 
senger rates. 

With the assistance of 
City Engineers in the more 
than 270 cities which have air¬ 
ports certificated - by the 
Civil Aeronautics Authority, a 
central point has been chosen 
for each city. The engineers 
Lave supplied the exact longi¬ 
tude and latitude of these 
points, and the Great Circle 
mileages are to be figured 
from the center point to cent¬ 
er point in each city. 

To assure the mileages 
being authoritative, the ATA 
has arranged with the U. S. 
Coast and Geodetic Survey to 
compute them. The work, which 
involves detailed mathematical 
formulae, is now being done on 
computating machines. It will 
require more than 72,900 com¬ 


putations as the mileages are 
being figured in pairs. 

The Great Circle mileages 
will replace the present sys¬ 
tem of distances which has no 
uniform basis, as‘some of them 
are based on miles actually 
flown between points and 
others are based on certifi¬ 
cated point-to-point mileages. 

Cadi ^ItA. 

The makings of a feud be¬ 
came visible last week with 
the appearance locally of the 
Consolidated News’ latest 
issue. Its picture page show¬ 
ed off an office cat who had 
just had an issue of her own.. 
...FIVE, five little baby kit¬ 
tens. The news from San Diego 
came as Consairway was cele¬ 
brating the wastehasket birth 
here of four kittens, courtesy 
of a calico stray and an until- 
'this-moment unknown papa cat. 

The revelation that Con¬ 
sairway had been outproduced 
brought a temporary shock to 
many of the proud foster-par¬ 
ents. To salve their ego by 
proving that”Quality outweighs 
quantity”, our research depart¬ 
ment promptly undertook an in¬ 
vestigation of. the Consairway 
kittens’ family tree. 

The results are now in. 
You will be astounded to learn 
that, whereas Mama Cat is un¬ 
distinguished save as a member 
of the unusually hardy Fair- 
field breed, Papa Cat was some¬ 
thing for the bookl His name, 
as listed with ATC’s Priori¬ 
ties & Traffic, appears to 
have been Bak Ali Ket. Ninth 
sone of a ninth son of a rich 
desert prince, Ali was attach¬ 
ed to a delegation flying to 
San Francisco Conference. 

During a brief stop en- 
route to Hamilton Field, Ali 
went for a stroll to stretch 
his legs end it was then that 
he met our Calico. T’was love 
at first sight. 











BETTER BUY OfCwHO PUT 

THE BEE IN BALIARDS BONNET" 

All hands have noticed 
the "Cat that ate the Canary" 
look on the Ballard Puss and 
"My friend stabbed me" counten¬ 
ance worn by Kerry Coughlin 
this last weeko 

. The inquiring reporter 
conducted an under-cover in¬ 
vestigation and these are the 
facts: 

When surplus training 
aircraft were placed on sale 
at public auction, Coughlin 
bid frantically on everything 
in sight o "/hen bids were 
opened, Kerry was found to be 
the successful bidder on one 
crack-up and several-not-so- 
cracked-up planes„ After sev¬ 
eral weeks of moving and stor¬ 
ing planes and trying to find 
many necessary missing parts, 
the get-rich-quick-via-the- 
Balboni plan began to look 


% < 
if 

dubious <, Coughlin decided to 
divest himself of the crack-up • 
and what could be better than 
to stick brother Ballard! 

John purchased the plane 
at no profit to Coughlin. 
Kerry looked quite smug, and 
was heard to chuckle "Boy! Did 
I wiggle out of that one!" 
However, Kerry is no longer 
quite so smug as Johnnie loca¬ 
ted another "suckustomer" who 
needed the parts of the crack¬ 
ed-up plane, thus netting 
himself a profit of quite a few 
"C" noteso 

Having completed this 
pleasant financial deal, Bal¬ 
lard promptly turned in his 
tired old Mercury on a nice 
new shiny Buick, so according 
to local interpreters, "Cough¬ 
lin paid the balance„" 

When last sighted, Ballard 
was seen' driving the new car 
slowly up and down in front of 
Coughlin’s residence„ 
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THE Club 

After several weeks of in¬ 
activity, the Consairway Club 
opened_ itg jjoors and welcomed 


prize o Master of Ceremony.'" ^ 
the evening was Bill Armstrong, 
just returned from our Western 
Terminal, who sang several 
songs, A raffle for some hard- 
to-get-nowadays articles 

proved very successful in in¬ 
creasing the financial status 
of the Club, 

According to the Club's 
chairman, Ronnie Shreve of 
Engineering, a few more even¬ 
ings as successful as that on 
May 26th and the Club will be 
standing firmly on its own two 
feet . 

Future plans for the Club 
include a Game Night to be 
held on Wednesday, June 6th 
followed by another dance on 
Saturday ,. June 9th, 


CASHIER NNONJCS^ 

In case you want to buy 
any tools, books or insignia, 
or for any other reason are 
looking for the office of Guy 
Combes, Division Treasurer,and 
Larry Mayes, Cashier, you'll 
be interested to know that 
this office has been moved from 
the Industrial Relations Build¬ 
ing to the new office located 
in the southwest corner of the 
hangar directly beneath Dis¬ 
patch, 


"YUayVvt'^ecV cames o*\ 

With the departure of Ed 
Piersol, Mrs, 'Wanda Finneli 
will take over editing duties 
of the FLIGHT DECK and other 
Public Relation activities, 
Mrs, Finneli will contact 
all departments each week for 
the current ’’scuttlebutt”, 
rumors and items of interest 
to Consairwayites, It’s your 
paper, gang2 Give it your 
proper support! Help out by 
giving news you might have to 
her and, also, any special ideas 
for cartoons would be great- 
fully welcomed by George Math¬ 
is, the artist. 


HO cigarettes \ 

The purchasing of cigar¬ 
ettes by any civilians, includ¬ 
ing all Consairway employees, 
at the Army PX will be discon¬ 
tinued effective, Monday, June 
3rd, However, anyone holding 
a commissary card will be 
issued a new cigarette ration 
card entitling them to six 
packages a week. Applica¬ 
tions for this card must be 
made at the small building 
next to the commissary office 
before Monday, the 3rd, at 
which time no more cards will 
be,issued. 

Colonel Breckenridge, 
Commanding Officer of the Base, 
explained in giving the order 
that more cigarettes are to be 
distributed for civilian pur¬ 
chase and therefore cigarettes 
on the base will be allocated 
to Military Personnel only. 

Teamed ?\davcs Yvcve 

Anyone having signed up 
with George Mathis for a fram¬ 
ed calendar picture can now 
pick up the frames which are 
available for one dollar plus 
tax in the new office of the 
Cashier, Larry Mayes, 











from the table of the night 
crews. It is a wise mouse/") 
that knows where the buttered, 
bread is kept.___ 


%£) 


There once was a Crew Chief 
named Lam 

’,7ho said that he gave not a 
dam 

Took a sock at his wife, 

Then ran for his life 
For fear she’d turn Lam into 
Spam. 

We are sorry to hear that 
Pat McKervey is in the Base 
Hospital, following an emerg¬ 
ency appendectomy. However, 
we know she will be given the 
best of care and attention, 
and nope'she will soon be with 
us again. 

Kenny Pedler is also on 
the sick list. He came in yes¬ 
terday complaining that he did 
not feel well. Miss Chambers, 
the second shift nurse, prompt¬ 
ly whisked him off to her of¬ 
fice to take his temperature, 
and since he has not shown up 
since, it is assumed that he 
is enjoying (?) the flu, which 
is still with us. 



SUGGESTION: The red-nosed 

Piper Cub plane at the Air 
Park should surely be called 
W. C. Fields., 

When and if you get fed 
up working a 48 or 54 hour 
week, just go out and watch 
the Red Cross ambulances un¬ 
loading sick and wounded men 
from incoming planes, and I 

guess you’ll do what I did - 

go on back to work feeling 
slightly ashamed of yourself. 

TROPICAL GLAMOR BROUGHT HOME:- 
Rudy Malchar in his red Hawai¬ 
ian sport shirt and green tie. 
All he needs is a hibiscus 
blossom over one ear. 


The whereabouts of the 
gas tugs yesterday was a mys- 

tery which has 
k <1 never been ful- 

iy explained. 
They must have 
decided to take 
an hour off and 
go fishing, or 
maybe they got 
tired of haul¬ 
ing airplanes around and went 
for a short formation flight. 

The bachelor mouse which 
lived in the old Maintenance 
Office, has moved and taken up 
quarters in the new Mainten¬ 
ance Office, where he lives 
well on the crumbs scattered 



CROWNING INSULT OF THE DAY: — 
When the timekeeper tells you 
at 4:58 that six people failed 
to clock in, or dock out, and 
six AVQ’s have to be routed 
through tne Division Manager's 
office, explaining why. Let's 
all get on the beam on this. 
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California Selective Ser¬ 
vice Board No. 240 has decided 
that Consairway does not re¬ 
quire a healthy male to edit 
FLIGHT DECK and conduct the 
other Public Relations funct¬ 
ions of the Division. Because 
of this decision, come June 
6th ’’Old Timer” Eddie Piersoi 
is off to the wars via induc¬ 
tion center and training camps. 

Eddie has been assigned 
to Consairway since the earli¬ 
est days of the Division doing 
a grand job of producing 
FLIGHT DECK, sponsoring the 
Consairway Club, the annual 
birthday celebrations, War 
Chest and War Bond drives, and 
directing the many other act¬ 
ivities of the Public Relations 
Department 0 

We have Eddie’s solemn 
promise that he will try not 
to follow the example set by 
Art Wrightson who dropped his 
rifle on his foot and spent 
the majority of his Army life 
in a hospital. And so as 
Eddie departs from Fairfield 
to start his new career with 
the Armed Forces, the well 
wishes of all Consairwayites 
and the universal ’’We’ll be 
see’in ya after the war” go 
with him. 

CousoV\&aVe& ev&evs 
a ^cv\o6..... 

Copsolidated Vultee Air¬ 
craft Corporation yesterday 
passed its twenty-second birth¬ 
day busily ending one phase of 
its existence....a phase which 
has seen it rise to a position 
of outstanding eminence as a 
producer of military aircraft 
for the Allied nations during 
World War II....ana commencing 
a new period of preparation 
and production for the require¬ 
ments of a peacetime air age. 


As Convair moved to speed 
up development and work on a 
number of commercial projects, 
announcements of military cut¬ 
backs included: termination 

of San Diego’s B-32 contract 
with an estimated reduction of 
15 percent in the total employ¬ 
ment there. Navy contracts 
will continue San Diego prod¬ 
uction of the PB4Y-2 Privateer 
and the RY-3 transport. An 
immediate expansion of the Ex¬ 
perimental Army projects and 
commercial transport types. 

Also affected by the cut¬ 
backs in Dominator production 
were Vultee Field at Downey, 
California, and Fort Worth, 
Texas. At the latter Division 
3-32’s will be constructed on 
a limited basis through Decem¬ 
ber, with an orderly layoff of 
personnel scheduled. Fort 

Worth is at work on other pro¬ 
jects which will not be affec¬ 
ted by the cutback. It has 
been estimated that fifty per¬ 
cent of the Division’s person¬ 
nel will be retained by fall. 

Vultee Field will reduce 

its employment by approximate¬ 
ly 1500 as a result of the 
B-32 and P-38 cutbacks. Its 
Privateer and RY-3, as well as 
other projects, will not be 
affected. 

/19 New Units to be 
finished in 75 days 

Word was received this 
week from Mr. Ward, Manager of 
the F.P.H.A. project in Fair- 
field, that the contract for 
additional housing in Fair- 
field and Vacaville was let on 
May 25, 1945. The Vacaville 
project of 44 units is sched¬ 
uled for completion in 60-days. 

Grading on the Fairfield 
Project will start next week. 
There will be 75 additional 
units built here. The con¬ 
tract requires that these 
units be finished 75 days from 
the date of the contract. 









\15e‘ve a'sWtV, 
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Colonel Luke Harris, Assis¬ 
tant Chief of Staff, Mainten¬ 
ance, Pacific Division, drop¬ 
ped in for a brief inspection 
of Consairway maintenance oper¬ 
ations last Tuesdayo Colonel 
Harris, formerly in charge of 
maintenance for Pennsylvania 
Central Airlines and therefore 
qualified as a good judge, 
described the operation as a 
’’slick outfit" and was partic¬ 
ularly enthusiastic in compli¬ 
menting Consairway on its cur¬ 
rent 104 days of 100$ sched¬ 
ule o 

Consolidated Vultee’s mam- 
mouth Model 37, the 204-pas¬ 
senger, six-engine luxury air¬ 
liner will represent 1,750,000 
man-hours of engineering and 
2,500,000 man-hours of con¬ 
struction, Ro R 0 Hoover of San 
Diego, Calif., Convair’s pro¬ 
ject engineer on the plane has 
revealed 0 

"No other airplane which 
has been announced can compare 
with the Model 37 in payload 
and range," Hoover said of 
the- largest land-based air¬ 
craft yet proposed,15 of which 
have been ordered by Pan Amer¬ 
ican World Airways. 

"Loaded to its design 
gross weight, which includes a 
payload of 50,000 pounds—pas¬ 
sengers, mail and express--it 
weighs 320,000 pounds, or 160 
tons," he said. "This includes' 
sufficient fuel to fly from 
New York to London with allow¬ 
ance for a 50-mile headwind 
and with additional reserve 
for an alternate landing field," 
Hoover said the lower sur¬ 
face plating of the 230-foot 


wing varies in thickness to a 
maximum of half an inch, and 
that the 110-inch main wheel 
tires, over 9-1/2 feet in 
diameter, alone weigh 2,700 
pounds. 

Power distribution system 
for the plane comprises 25 
miles of wire for the various 
motors, radios, lighting sys¬ 
tems and actuators. 

The entire fuselage, ex¬ 
cept a small recess built over 
the nose landing gear and that 
portion behind the tail, will 
be pressurized to provide a 
pressure altitude of 8,000 
feet while the plane flies at 
25,000 l'eet, he said. 

Hoover said PA’VA engineers 
estimate that on the New York- 
to-London trip, a fleet of 
eight of the liners, supported 
by three additional planes in 
the six nigh-traffic summer 
months, would carry 422,764 
passengers annually operating 
at only 50 per cent capactiy. 
This constitutes 67 per cent 
of the total pre-war passenger 
traffic moved on the North At¬ 
lantic by the ships of all na¬ 
tions . 

On the San Francisco-to- 
Honolulu flight, three of the 
clippers at 50 per cent capac¬ 
ity would carry Io0,l06 pas¬ 
sengers yearly, more than 
three times the largest number 
carried by sea and air com¬ 
bined in any year prior to 
Pearl Harbor. 

"With their high cruising 
speed, three of these clippers 
would provide daily service in 
both directions between San 
Francisco and Honolulu as well 
as Los Angeles and Honolulu," 
said Hoover. 

Polaroid windows will be 
provided in the airliner,which 
will utilize hot and cold run¬ 
ning water, employ a public 
address system, and have lux¬ 
urious appointments for pas¬ 
senger comfort and convenience. 











A1 ’’Trader Horn” Bjornnes, 
Station Manager at Tarawa, nas 
just returned to.Fairfield af¬ 
ter completing eighteen months 
of service overseas in such 
places as New Caledonia, Hono¬ 
lulu and the station from which 
he has just taken leave 0 

In order of popularity 
for stations along the route, 
he naturally chose Honolulu as 
the ’’Station Manager’s Para¬ 
dise”, Tarawa next and New 
Caledonia trailing far back*, 
The red mud, P-40 size mosqui¬ 
toes and torrential rainstorms 
did not make that little rock 



a beloved place 
stationed there 0 
Flight crew 
ged A1 with the 
Horn” because of 
quaintance with 
population' which 
to pick up some very 
souvenirs which he 


for anyone 


members tag- 
name ’’Trader 
his wide ac- 
the native 
enabled him 
excellent 
passed on 



Al, being quite a musician, 
and specializing on the saxa- 
phone and violin, added his 
talents to several USO bands 
which played at his stations„ 
He says that the natives are 
s© musically inclined that up¬ 
on hearing one of our popular 
tunes just once, they can 
really swing it and don’t for¬ 
get it for years to come. 

As for the tough life in 
the islands, it is difficult 
to picture it in the case of 
Bjornnes as he has gained fif¬ 
ty pounds in those eighteen 
months, believe it or notj 
Perhaps this was caused by the 
many cases of sardines and 
crackers he consumed while at 
Tarawa.o 


to the crewso Some of the 
flight crew boys are rather 
firm in their belief that he 
had a ’’factory” hidden back in 
the hills making these items 
up, but Al strongly states 
this is not so. 
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The Seventh War Bond Drive 
Drawing to determine the lucky 
winners of 'the three plastic 
B-24 Liberator models is sched¬ 
uled to be held in the hangar 
on Friday, June 1st, at 3:30 
jp o in o 

The arrow on a large 
wheel-of-chance with numbers 
from one to ten wil be spun 
four times, thus making an en¬ 
tire clock numbero 

A list containing the 
names of all employees elig¬ 
ible to win one of the models 
is posted near the time clocks. 
Any cash bonds sold currently 
in the cashier's office will 
amend the list up to the time 
of the drawing. 

t\ev» 

A new system of figuring 
airline distances between 
cities based on Great Circle 
mileages rather than on route 
miles flown, has been recom¬ 
mended by the Air Transport 
Association to the domestic 
airlines. The new basis will 
be used in calculating air ex¬ 
press rates and,possibly, pas¬ 
senger rates. 

With the assistance of 
City Engineers in the more 
than 270 cities which have air¬ 
ports certificated by the 
Civil Aeronautics Authority, a 
central point has been chosen 
for each city. The engineers 
have supplied the exact longi¬ 
tude and latitude of these 
points, and the Great Circle 
mileages are to be figured 
from the center point to cent¬ 
er point in each city. 

To assure the mileages 
being authoritative, the ATA 
has arranged with the U. S. 
Coast and Geodetic Survey to 
compute them. The work, which 
involves detailed mathematical 
formulae, is now being done on 
computating machines. It will 
require more than 72,900 com¬ 


putations as the mileages are 
being figured in pairs. 

The Great Circle mileages 
will replace the present sys¬ 
tem of distances which has no 
uniform basis, as some of them 
are based on miles actually 
flown between points and 
others are based on certifi¬ 
cated point-to-point mileages. 

Cock. 

The makings of a feud be¬ 
came visible last week with 
the appearance locally of the 
Consolidated News' latest 
issue. Its picture page show¬ 
ed off an office cat who had 
just had an issue of her own.. 
...FIVE, five little baby kit¬ 
tens. The news from San Diego 
came as Consairway was cele¬ 
brating the wastehasket birth 
here of four kittens, courtesy 
of a calico stray and an until- 
this-moment unknown papa cat. 

The revelation that Con¬ 
sairway had been outproduced 
brought a temporary shock to 
many of the proud foster-par¬ 
ents. To salve their ego by 
proving that"Quality outweighs 
quantity", our research depart¬ 
ment promptly undertook an in¬ 
vestigation of the Consairway 
kittens' family tree. 

The results are now in. 
You will be astounded to learn 
that, whereas Mama Cat is un¬ 
distinguished save as a member 
of the unusually hardy Fair- 
field breed, Papa Cat was some¬ 
thing for the book! His name, 
as listed with ATC's Priori¬ 
ties & Traffic, appears to 
have been Bak Ali Ket. Ninth 
sone of a ninth son of a rich 
desert prince, Ali was attach¬ 
ed to a delegation flying to 
San Francisco Conference. 

During a brief stop en- 
route to Hamilton Field, Ali 
went for a stroll to stretch 
his legs and it was then that 
he met our Calico. T'was love 
at first sight. 
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HORIZONTAL SWfO 


BETTER 8UY2SAa£ OR WHO PUT 

THE BEE IN &MIARDS BONNET" 

All hands have noticed 
the "Oat that ate the Canary" 
look on the Ballard Puss and 
"My friend stabbed me" counten¬ 
ance worn by Kerry Coughlin 
this last weeko 

The inquiring reporter 
conducted an under-cover in¬ 
vestigation and these are the 
factss 

When surplus training 
aircraft were placed on sale 
at public auction, Coughlin 
bid frantically on everything 
in sighto When bids were 
opened, Kerry was found to be 
the successful bidder on one 
crack-up and several-not-so- 
cracked-up planes<> After sev¬ 
eral weeks of moving and stor¬ 
ing planes and trying to find 
many necessary missing parts, 
the get-rich-quick-via-the- 
Balboni plan began to look 


dubious. Coughlin decided to 
divest himself of the crack-up 
and what could be better than 
to stick brother BallardJ 

John purchased the plane 
at no profit to Coughlin. 
Kerry looked quite smug and 
was heard to chuckle "BoyJ Did 
I wiggle out of that onel" 
However, Kerry is no longer 
quite so smug as Johnnie loca¬ 
ted another "suckustomer" who 
needed the parts of the crack¬ 
ed-up plane, thus netting 
himself a profit of quite a few 
"C" notes. 

Having completed this 
pleasant financial deal, Bal¬ 
lard promptly turned in his 
tired old Mercury on a nice 
new shiny Buick, so according 
to local interpreters, "Cough¬ 
lin paid the balance." 

When last sighted, Ballard 
was seen- driving the new car 
slowly up and down in front of 
Coughlin's residence. 
























THE G,UB 

After several weeks of in¬ 
activity, the Consairway Club 
opened its doors and welcomed 
over a hundred people to its 
gala dance held there last 
Saturday. The music was fur¬ 
nished by Ray Strieker and his 
band, the "Airliners". Admis¬ 
sion in the form of Club fees 
was a dollar per person. 

In the line of something 
different, several novelty num¬ 
bers were conducted, consist¬ 
ing of a Monte Carlo Dance in 
which a lucky couple won a ' 
prize. Master of Ceremony, for 
the evening was Bill Armstrong, 
just returned from our Western 
Terminal, who sang several 
songs. A raffle for some.hard- 
to-get-nowadays articles 

proved very successful in in¬ 
creasing the financial status 
of the Club. 

According to the Club's 
chairman, Ronnie Shreve of 
Engineering, a few more even¬ 
ings as successful as that on 
May 26th and the Club will be 
standing firmly on its own two 
feet. 

Future plans fo'r the Club 
include a Game Night to be 
held on Wednesday, June 6th 
followed by another dance on 
Saturday, June 9th. 


CASHIER. tAOMCS.** 


In case you want to buy 
any tools, books or insignia, 
or for any other reason are 
looking for the office of Guy 
Combes, Division Treasurer,and 
Larry Mayes, Cashier, you’ll 
be interested to know that 
this office has been moved from 
the Industrial Relations Build¬ 
ing to the new office located 
in the southwest corner of the 
hangar directly beneath Dis¬ 
patch. 


cames oi\ 

With the departure of Ed 
Piersol, Mrs. Wanda Finnell 
will take over editing duties 
of the FLIGHT DECK and other 
Public Relation activities. 

Mrs. Finnell will contact 
all departments each week for 
the current "scuttlebutt", 
rumors and items of interest 
to Consairwayites. It’s your 
paper, gang.’ Give it your 
proper support! Help out by 
giving news you might have to 
her and, also, any special ideas 
for cartoons would be great¬ 
ful ly welcomed by George Math¬ 
is, the artist. 


HO cv&arettes \ 

The purchasing of cigar¬ 
ettes by any civilians, includ¬ 
ing all Consairway employees, 
at the Army PX will be discon¬ 
tinued effective, Monday, June 
3rd. However, anyone holding 
a commissary card will be 
issued a new cigarette ration 
card entitling them to six 
packages a week. Applica¬ 
tions for this card must be 
made at the small building 
next to the commissary office 
before Monday, the 3rd, at 
which time no more cards will 
be,Issued. 

Colonel Breckenridge, 
Commanding Officer of the Base, 
explained in giving the order 
that more cigarettes are to be 
distributed for civilian pur¬ 
chase and therefore cigarettes 
on the base will be allocated 
to Military Personnel only. 

Tvawcd ?\d.uvcs Yvfcve 

Anyone having signed up 
with George Mathis for a fram¬ 
ed calendar picture can now 
pick up the frames which are 
available for one dollar plus 
tax in the new office of the 
Cashier, Larry Mayes. 
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CHIEF OF THE -/BEK 


a Crew Chief 


There once was 
named Lam 

said that he- gave not a 
dam 

a sock at his wife, 
ran for nis life 
fear she’d turn Lam 


Took 

Then 

For 


into 


Spam. 


Pat 


that 

Base 


We are sorry to hear 
McKervey is in the 
Hospital, following an emerg¬ 
ency appendectomy. However, 
we know she will be given the 
best of care and attention, 
and nope sne will soon be with 
us again. 



Kenny Pedier is also on 
the sick list. He came in yes¬ 
terday complaining that- he did 
not feel well. Miss Chambers, 
the second shift nurse, prompt¬ 
ly .whisked him off to her of¬ 
fice to take his "temperature, 
and since ne nas not shown up 
since, it is assumed that he 
is enjoying (?) the flu, which 
is still with us. 


gas 


The whereabouts or the 
tugs yesterday was a mys¬ 
tery which has 
never been ful¬ 
ly explained. 
They mu3t have 
decided to take 
an hour off and 
'go fishing, or 
maybe they got 
tired of haul¬ 
ing airplanes around and went 
for a short formation flight. 



The bachelor mouse which 
lived in the old Maintenance 
Office, has moved and taken up 
quarters in the new Mainten¬ 
ance Office, where he lives 
well on the crumbs scattered 




m 



a 


from the table of the night 
crews. It is a wise mouse/^ 


that knows where the buttered 
bread is kept. 




If automobiles can experi¬ 
ence feelings (as some people 
claim), the old Buick formerly 
owned by Vernie Collins is in 
for the shock of its life. Un¬ 
til very recently, the life 
history of this car was very 
sedate and it bore its age and 
multi-mileage with dignity. 
New owner: ’Yes Hodgetts. 




SUGGESTION: The red-nosed 

Piper Cub plane at the Air 
Park should surely be called 
W, C. Fields. 


When and if you get fed 
up working a 48 or 54 hour 
week, just go out and watch 
the Red Cross ambulances un¬ 
loading sick and wounded men 
from incoming planes, and I 

guess you’ll do what I did - 

go on back to work feeling 
slightly ashamed of yourself. 


TROPICAL GLAMOR BROUGHT HCME:- 
Rudy Malchar in his red Hawai¬ 
ian sport shirt and green tie. 
All he needs is a hibiscus 
blossom over one ear. 


CROWNING INSULT OF THE DAY:—- 
/.hen the timekeeper tells you 
at 4:58 that six people failed 
to clock in, or clock out, and 
six AYO’s have to be routed 
tnrough trie Division Manager’s 
office, explaining why. Let’s 
all get on the beam on this. 



- ^ _ 

THAT failed 
TO CL OC K 
IN q^OUT 


h 


J 
















con sninuiny 



/Li>$7lNTHEAIR 16.6 OUT 
OF EVERY 24 DURING MAY 

























Ubcr^Vov 0CVo&e\s 
<^o \,o \ 


C.V. A.C. 


W. M. Vade of Maintonanee, 
G. . Ostdiek of Material and 
A. T. Mitchell, Jr., Flight 
Caotain, were the winners of 
the three plastic 3-24 Libera¬ 
tor models given away at the 
drawing held for ail partici¬ 
pants in the Seventh *7ar Loan 
Drive. The drawing took place 
last Friday afternoon at 3:30 
in the hangar where all employ¬ 
ees watched as the arrow was 
spun on the large wheel-of- 
chance which determined • the - 
clock numbers of the winners. 

George Mathis, Chair¬ 
man of the Drive, directed the 
drawing and also,with the help 
of Tommy Thompson made a few 
last minute repairs on the 
arrow which wasn't operating 
properly. 

Consairway set an excel¬ 
lent record in tnis Seventh 
war Loan Drive. 012 employ¬ 
ees purchased $36,275 maturity 
vaiue bonds. .' ‘ * 



Mr. Guy Combes, Division 
Treasurer, and his wife, heard 
a first hand report on the 
welfare and activities of 
their son, John, a Lieutenant 
in the Navy Air Forces, who 
has been stationed in the Phil¬ 
ippines for the past twelve 
months and is now flying with 
a squadron of DC-3's, when 
they went to San Francisco 
last Sunday and visited with 
one of John’s Navy friends 
just returned to the States. 
Mr. Combes learned that his 
son may be home within two or 
three more months. 


As the 9,468th Liberator 
3-24 built by Consolidated 
Vuitee Aircraft Corporation 
rolled off the assembly line 
at San Diego, the company pre¬ 
pared to expand its experiment¬ 
al department operations on 
military projects and commer¬ 
cial transport types. Two 
other four-engine military 
planes, the Privateer P34Y-2 
and the RY-3, are still in 
production at the San Diego 
Division. Named "Mighty Seven" 
by Convair employees in honor 
of the Seventh Uar Loan, this 
final Liberator is the 6,725th 
produced by the San Diego 
plant. 

The Fort ’.'forth Division 
has delivered 2,743 Liberators. 
In addition, spare parts manu¬ 
factured by the company were 
the equivalent of 1,138 bomb¬ 
ers, bringing total production 
of the plane, up to 10,606. 

Completion of the last 
B-24 made a total of 36,289 
military planes and equivalent 
spares manufactured by Convair 
to date during the war, repre¬ 
senting 357,000,000 pounds of 
aircraft. 

Volume production methods 
resulted in a decrease in Lib¬ 
erator price by Consolidated 
Vuitee during the war period 
from a peak $269,000 to $114, 
500, a reduction of 58$. In 
voluntary price reductions and 
refunds, Convair has already 
returned to the government 
more than $460,000,000 on B-24 
contracts, making the Libera¬ 
tor the lowest priced heavy 
bomber produced in the United 
States. 

Manufactured for various 
assignments, tne Liberator has 
been more widely used through¬ 
out the war than any other 
heavy bomber in service. 




Co*\s<xvr\»Mvv^ sefcs 
iu>o wo'ce'^covds\ 

Consairway’s fleet of 17 
converted LB-30’s reached an 
all time peak for utilization 
when the ships flew an average 
of 15 hours and 11 minutes out 
of every 24 hours for the 
month of May. Of the total 
flying time for the month, 
7,553 hours and six minutes, 
or 14 hours and 40 minutes per 
plane a day was international 
trans-Pacific flying in which 
the planes covered 1,559,847 
miles. 

The second record was 
made by the star performer of 
the fleet, ship #AL 637. This 
airplane flew a total of 501 
hours and 30 minutes during 
the month, averaging 16 hours 
and six minutes flying time 
per day and totalling 100,300 
miles flown. 

As far as is known, no 
other transport airplane has 
ever equalled or exceeded this 
utilization figure, This re¬ 
cord seems even more astound¬ 
ing when one realizes that the 
average of only 7 hours and 54 
minutes per day remains for 
maintenance, servicing and 
loading of the airplane. 

awA Co-^WoV 
ScV\oo\ 

On Monday, June 11th, 
captains and co-pilots will 
begin attending an intensive 
refresher course covering the 
mechanical features of the 
LB-30, possible in-flight re¬ 
pairs and emergency proced¬ 
ures. 

The course is aimed at 
improving flight efficiency by 
providing the pilots with an 
intimate knowledge of the mech¬ 
anical operation of the air¬ 
craft and its components and 
to prepare for four man crew 
assignments. 

This section of the train¬ 
ing program will be broken 


down into eight sections: 
1. Hydraulics, theory; 2. Hy¬ 
draulics, practical; 3. Elec¬ 
trical; 4. General Airplane; 
5. Engine, accessories and 
fuel system; 6. Emergency 
equipment and procedures; 7. 
Instruments; 8. Flight reports 
and Army records. 

Sections of the course 
may be taken in any order, and 
it will not be necessary to 
interrupt flight crew schedul¬ 
ing to meet the deadline of 
August 15th for completion of 
this program. Units of the 
course will be repeated if 
additional instruction seems 
advisable. (A reserved seat, 
front row center,is being held 
for the new co-pilot who 
thought the landing gear horn 
blew because the plane was 
flying too slowly.) 

as captains and co-pilots 
fire checked out on this course, 
they will be dispatched on 
f ir m tn crews consisting of 
captain, co-pilot, navigator 
and radio operator. 

This new plan eliminates 
the necessity of engineers as 
members of the'flight crews. 
However, several opportunities 
are being offered them so that 
Consairway can retain their 
services. Already one flight 
engineer has qualified as a 
co-pilot, and others are pre¬ 
paring to take advantage of 
this opportunity. Several 
flight engineers will be sta¬ 
tioned at the island bases in 
charge of pre-flight inspec¬ 
tion. Others are offered em¬ 
ployment in the maintenance 
department. Engineers remain¬ 
ing with Consairway will re¬ 
ceive first priority as flight 
engineers should planes re¬ 
quiring their services be 
operated again by the- Division. 
Consairway is deeply grateful 
for the important part played 
by the engineers in the pio¬ 
neering and development of the 
Division and its excellent re¬ 
cord, and it is hoped that all 
will remain with Consairway in 
new capacities. 
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Elmer "Jake" Jacobs,, self- 
styled major-domo of the West¬ 
ern-Terminal, probably has one 
of the most unique side-rine 
jobs in the South Pacific, He 
is the official paper carrier 
for the whole island and every 
day tours around in his jeep 
delivering thirty-six-hour-old 
copies of tne San Francisco 
'Chronicle to the personnel on 
the island. 

It is certain that this 
distinctive paper route is the 
farthest away from the point 
of publication of the news 
paper than any other known at 
this time, 

"Jake" doesn’t have to 
worry about his customers skip¬ 
ping out on him, either, as it 
is no doubt a little difficult 
to "walk off" and leave that 
island. Besides, they appreci¬ 
ate the service far too much 

to cancel their subscriptions, 

* * * * 





Zachary, mainten¬ 
ance mechanic from the ’iestern 
Terminal, arrived here Sunday, 
June 3rd, upon completion of 
some twenty months overseas 
service. 

The United States looked 
awfully good to him and after 
a vacation in Oregon, he will 

return to duty at Fairfield, 

* * * * 

Someone with an inquiring 
mind might drop Johnny Kann a 
line and find out how to use 
the "bath towel" trick. From 
all reports, it works very 
well. 

* % * * 

A1 Colclough, mechanic at 
Honolulu, jumped off the deep 
end not long ago and grab ed 
himself a wife there. Congrat¬ 
ulations and best wishes from 

the Cojjsairway gang, Al! 

* * * * 

One of the boys at Hono¬ 
lulu thinks it highly unethi¬ 
cal of his station manager to 
snag onto his lovely auto¬ 
graphed pictures of glamorous 

movie stars-especially after 

the station manager had accom¬ 
plished none of the ground 

work in securing the pictures. 
* * * * 

Sam Mhoon, radio techni¬ 
cian at the 'Yestern Terminal 
is trying to figure ways to 
get even with Johnny Hann and 
some of his characters. Seems 
Dam. is a very excellent sleep¬ 
er and does not even hear his 
alarm clock go off until it 
has a.vnkened everyone else in 
the camp. The other night, 
Sam had it set for a departure 
and when he finally started to 
climb out of bed, he found it 
was an impossibility. He had 
been tied from head to foot 
with safety wire. Some¬ 
one finally came to his 
rescue and he got out in 
time to do the radio work 
before takeofi. 
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Plans are under way for 
another dance to be held at 
the Consairway Club this Sat¬ 
urday, dune 9tho Music will 
be offered by Ray Strieker and 
his '’Airliners" and the usual 
door fee of $1,00 per person 
will be charged. 

Digging deeper into their 
bag of novelties, even differ¬ 
ent entertainment than before 
will be provided by the Glub’s 
committee, plus a door prize. 
Everyone is urged to attend as 
a good time is assured, 

Seva? V.W 9 

Deliberate scrapping by 
reducing to metal all "unusable, 
obsolete and surplus military 
aircraft equipment" has been 
recommended in a report to the 
Surplus Property Board, the 
Aeronautical Chamber of Com¬ 
merce revealed. 

In a plea for survival of 
the industry, H, M, Horner, 
president of the United Air¬ 
craft Corporation and chairman 
of the chamber’s committee on 
surplus disposal, pointed out 
that perhaps 500,000 heavy 
horsepower engines would be in 
storage after the war with Jap¬ 
an, and that 5,000, or 1 per 
cent, would be sufficient to 
provide all commercial airline 
needs for the following five or 
six years. The report was lim¬ 
ited to aircraft engines, prop¬ 
ellers, aircraft components, 
but recommendations on disposal 
of surplus aircraft and of air¬ 
craft plants will be submitted 
to the SPB in the near future, 
Mr, Horner pointed out 
that more than 24,000 obsolete 
aircraft have been declared sur¬ 
plus, of which only 9,800 have 
found civilian buyers. The re¬ 
port recommended that not less 
than 25 per cent of the mili¬ 
tary aircraft reserve be re¬ 
placed by new and improved mod¬ 
els each year. 


Congratulations are in 
order for C, T, Kilgore and C. 
L, Mathias who last week were 

made captains, 

* * * * 

The Flight Department has 
added seven new co-pilots to 
its personnel. They are: A, 

G, V/hite, former Chief of 
Flight at Elizabeth City; J„E, 
Morris from Flight in San 
Diego; T, F„ Pemberton, S, B, 
Story and N, T, Vinson from 
the Fort Worth Flight Division; 
and M, R, Seymour, former 
Flight Engineer with Consair¬ 
way who has just qualified as 
co-pilot, 

* ^ 

A, C, Burns, Senior Air 
Carrier Inspector for the 
C,A,A, was kept very busy here 
last week when he passed nine 
Consairway pilots on their air¬ 
line ratings. They were: W, 
L, Beeman, C, G, Brown, R. H, 
Carle, H, E, Erdmann, B. Fritz, 

H, A West, L„ Do Weatherhead, 

Q,, N, Sowell, and R, M. Reid, 

* * * * 

A five week course, start¬ 
ing Monday, will be given all 
new co-pilots. First of the 
five phases will be classes 
given by the Army in Recogni¬ 
tion, followed by classes in 
Dead Reckoning and Celestial 
Navigation with Sim Baldwin 
as instructor; Long Range and 
Cruise Control, Ronnie Shreve 
instructing; Weight and Bal¬ 
ance, Bill Maidens as instruc¬ 
tor; and Radio Code Practice 
under the direction of Bill 
Cunningham, 


After FLIGHT DECK went to 
press last week, a new order 
permitting civilians the priv¬ 
ilege of obtaining cigarette 
ration cards was issued by the 
Army, The news spread around 
quickly and most Consairway 
smokers have already gotten 
their cards, but for those who 
may not have heard, the Commis¬ 
sary office for a short period 
of time will still issue cards. 






iav vvxsowev \o 
3o\w Cotvsaxroa^ 

Consairway is happy .to 
welcome George Messenger,form¬ 
er member of Consolidated Vul- 
tee PBY crew recently liberat¬ 
ed from Los Banos Prison Gamp 
in Manila after three year's 
internment by the Japanese. 
George has been at his home in 
3to -Paul getting a lot of rest 
and care and good food since 
his return in March and now, 
restored to good health and 
weighing more than ever before 
in his life, is making final 
plans to become a permanent 
member of Consairway in the 
Navigation Department. 

Since his arrival in Fair- 
field last Saturday, he has 
been visiting with his many 
old friends and relating some 
of his experiences to them. 
In telling of internment life, 
he described the camp as a 
community within itself, hav¬ 
ing its own government, ration¬ 
ing systems and educational 
programs for the 2146 people 
including 13 Navy nurses and a 
few other military personnel. 
Actual contact with the Japs 
was limited, although Jap 
guards surrounded the camp. 
Need brought forth all kinds 
of ingenious methods. When 
the hospital, operated by four 
American doctors and one Pol¬ 
ish doctor and the 13 nurses, 
ran out of bandages, ragged 
clothes were salvaged and 
boiled and then used. A soft 
soap was made by soaking wood 
ashes in water to get the lye 
which was put in boiling coco¬ 
nut oil. 

During the earlier part 
of internment, the camp had a 
canteen from which meager a- 
mounts of food and supplies 
were obtained. When this was 
stopped, an underground system 
was developed by which they 
were able to borrow money from 
some Spaniards and Filipinos 
on the island and buy some 
food, but at atrocious.prices. 
For example, the price for one 


can of corned beef was $ 20 ; 
2.2 lbs. of rice was 30 5; one 
coconut cost $>2.50; one banana 
was 1.55; and cigarettes were 
120 a pack. Last Christmas, 
the internees wanted to get 
some sugar which they’d been 
without since before September. 
The price for an 88 pound 
sack would equal $650 in Amer¬ 
ican money. These unreason¬ 
able prices showing how great 
inflation can become are a 
good example of the danger in 
patronizing the "Black Markets" 
in this country. 

The average diet of an 
internee contained 800 calor¬ 
ies a day compared to our aver¬ 
age of 2000 or 2200 a day. The 
only meat they ever had was 
obtained from their small pig 
farm, but since they had no 
way of feeding the pigs, the 
largest were only 15 pounds. 

90 % in the camp had beri 
beri. Some lost as much as 
125 pounds and during the last 
months,it was necessary to in¬ 
crease the rations of the cof¬ 
fin maxers and diggers so they 
would have strength enough to 
bury the people dying at 
the rate of one a day. 

Of ail the luxuries he 
has- enjoyed since his return, 
George says his first hot bath 
without dozens of people stand¬ 
ing in line waiting to get in 
was his biggest pleasure. 

Major General S. B. Akin 
of the Signal Corps expressed 
his thanks for work done for 
the Signal Corps by F. Hanafin, 
Tom Terrill, A. E. Kalakowski 
and George Messenger in a let¬ 
ter written to expedite their 
return after liberation, say¬ 
ing, "These men performed an 
invaluable service for the U. 
S. Army in providing radio 
communication under combat con¬ 
ditions." They had worked for 
the Signal Corps ' in a volun¬ 
tary capacity 2 days after 'war 
started until the time the 
Army left Manila. By order of 
General McArthur, these men 
were awarded the Asiatic-Pac¬ 
ific theater ribbons. 
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In happier times, when 
Sunday was a holiday, we occas- 
sionaily used to visit the Zoo, 
wnere we gazed upon the hungry 
lion, the ferocious tiger, tne 
peanut-loving monkey, and var¬ 
ious other fauna - the flora 
being on display in another 
portion of the park. We re¬ 
member one unhappy looking 
mangy animal which we always 
viewed with a mixture of sus¬ 
picion and alarm. His cage 
was labeled "Laughing Hyena," 
but he looked as though he had- 
lost his laugh much earlier in 
the game. After all these 
years, we know who found the 
Hyena’s laugh, or rather where 
it can be heard. It emanates 
from Hangar 4, at irregular 
intervals during the first 
shift, and is guaranteed to 
send chills up the stoutest 



spine. We earnestly recommend 
that its possessor NEVER be 
transferred to the third shift. 
A sound like that would be 
hard to take at 3:00 a.m. 

Tracy Moss cheerfully 
passed the cigars and footed 
the coffee bill last week, in 
recognition of Miss Moss, who 
had jus,t decided to make her 
home with the Mosses. We 
caught a glimpse of her 
through the glass door of Dr. 
Bunney’s nursery the other day 
and quite understand why her 
Daddy is already her willing 
slave o 

We thought we had met all 
kinds of mosquitoes, but Fair- 
field mosquitoes have to be 
experienced to be believed. 
We have found the only way to 
get rid of them is to' ST/AT 
them. Vacaville dwellers 
claim the onion factory keeps 
them away. Fairfield wants a 
high priority for an onion 
factory, muy pronto! 

THIS WEEK’S CREW CHIEF: 

There once was a Crew Chief 

named Murray 

Who raised a mustache in a 

hurray 

He couldn’t relax 

’Cause it wouldn't take wax 

And made him feel terribly 

furray. 

Dorothy Wise expects to 
be out of the hospital very 
soon. She sent word to please 
thank her friends, via the 
FLIGHT DECK, for the lovely 
gift they sent her. 



Th 

should 

"Topsy" 

expect 

items 

second 

social 




is issue of FLIGHT DECK 
mark the return of 
from her vacation. We 
her soon to contribute 
of interest concerning 
shift activities, the 
after-midnight life of 
f Consairway employ- 

^ ees, and her trip. 






VU'S that "fc/iere"" 


The Jewell 5 Lonstrom and 
’•’/rightson families went picnic 
ing and swimming, at Putah 
Greek last Sunday and are now 
awaiting for the poison oak to 
blossom and the sunburn to 
peeio 


Ed Jones, Chief of Flight, 
will probably be sleeping on 
the rafters soon if things 
continue at their present rate 
in his house in Fairfield 
which he shares with Rod Jack- 
son, flight captain.. 

Rod has a terrific weak¬ 
ness* for auctions along with 
his dozens of collection hob¬ 
bies-. It’s no unusual occurr¬ 
ence for a huge truck to pull 
up at their house and unload 
chairs, sofa’s, boo-cases, ect, 
The house is now bulging at 
the doors. 


John Barry was highly in¬ 
dignant when advised by George 
Mathis .that it was the duty of 
his department to keep the 
artist’s ’’Studio" supplied 
with fresh boxes of sand for 
the growing family of kittens, 
Mathis was last seen getting 
the stuff himself. 


Our versatile Assistant 
Chief of Flight, Quentin Cud- 
ney, is now taking up farming. 
Last Sunday, he was seen driv¬ 
ing an old broken-down plow 
horse back and forth in his 
"huge" backyard (30 ft, x 30 
ft,) 

This method won’t help 
that waistline you’ve been 
trying to whittle down. T’ext 
time, try a spadeJ 
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Over three and one-half 
million man-hours, represent¬ 
ing more than $3,600,000, were 
saved as a result of ideas 
suggested by employes of Con¬ 
solidated Vultee Aircraft Corp¬ 
oration’s S^n Diego division 
in the past six months. 

During the period just 
ended, more than S000 cost im¬ 
provement ideas were submitted 
by supervisors. The 1200 ac¬ 
cepted saved approximately 
3,300,000 man-hours, or an es¬ 
timated $3,360,000. 

Non-supervisory employes 
turned in more than 2000 short 
cuts under the suggestion plan. 
The 526 adopted saved approxi¬ 
mately 277,000 mah-hours. 
Awards totalling more than 
$19,000 were given to employes 
whose suggestions were put into 
operation. The highest award 
of $500 went to a woman em¬ 
ploye for an advertising idea. 

At Consairway’s last meet¬ 
ing of the Suggestion Plan Com¬ 
mittee, only 69 suggestions, 
17 of which have been accepted, 
had been turned in with a total 
value of $6,982.75. $529.25 

has been awarded to suggestion 
winners. 

There’s always room for 
improvement, so how about put¬ 
ting on your thinking caps and 
turning in a lot more suggest¬ 
ions? You can’t lose anything 
and you may benefit not only 
yourself, but Consairway and 
the war effort as well. LET’S 
HAVE MCRE SUGGESTIONS.’ 

ktoossk iUe Cotffcv. * „ 

This group of Consairway 
Flight Engineers gathered by 
Ship 369 with a look of nostal¬ 
gia, wondering why the ship 
had allowed itself to be sep¬ 
arated from its Flight Engi¬ 
neer’s panal, thus bringing 
about this new era of wonder 
and speculation. 


A Safety Committee con¬ 
sisting of A. Wo Wrightson, 
Chairman, Ho P. Jewell, E. N. 
Simpkins and A. M. Isberg has 
been appointed. 

It shall be the. function 
of this committee to establish 
a sound safety program within 
the Division. 

Every employee is a member 
of the safety organization and 
should consider himself as 
such. / All Consairway employ¬ 
ees are judged by their abil¬ 
ity to work efficiently and 
safeiy, and working safely'is 
part of any job. A safe work¬ 
er is an efficient worker. 



P ©H that - ?*' 

I THATS art <l _ 

Wri <rHTSo/VJR., chairman 

OF THB 


F6Ty cOMMtrrCS 


Don’t ever forget what can 
happen by carrying kitchen- 
type or strike-anywhere-type 
matches. Fire and gasoline is 
an ever present .threat to the 
safety of you and your fellow 
workers ...... ONLY CARRY SAFETY 

MATCHES lll 


A circus is the place for 
aerial artists where safety 
nets are supplied in case of a 
fall. WATCH'YOUR STEP, BROTH¬ 
ER! Leave the jumping for the 
jack rabbits l 















Iwywevs ^aee 
veaij\ksV«\e%V ... 

Consairway is dedicated 
to the efficient, expeditious 
and economic performance of 
its mission for the Air Trans¬ 
port Commando In order to a- 
chieve this efficiency, it has 
now become necessary to remove 
the engineers from the flight 
crews even though it is well 
recognized that the engineers 
and the manner in which they 
have performed their duties 
was largely responsible for 
the success of past operations. 

It is extremely important 
that the knowledge, experience 
and know-how of these men be 
retained in other capacities. 
They will be given every pos¬ 
sible assistance in qualifying 
for the co-pilots' positions, 
and it is expected that in the 
future, some of the present 
engineers will reach the posi¬ 
tion of captains. It is cer¬ 
tain that they have a most de¬ 
sirable foundation of knowl¬ 
edge and experience for that 
position. Those who don't 
wish to be co-pilots are ur¬ 
gently needed in key positions 
at foreign stations. Others 
who do not wish to accept for¬ 
eign duty assignments Will 
find a more than adequate 
field in wnich to apply their 
abilities at the home station. 

It has been stated many 
times that the best future 
planning for Gonsairway, both 
as an organization and as in¬ 
dividuals, is to achieve the 
maximum efficiency and economy 
of operation. 

It is well that each Gon¬ 
sairway person recognize the 
fact that tnese men are step¬ 
ping down from work which they 
like and have well performed 
for the benefit of every indi¬ 
vidual of the organization. 
After a short period of adap¬ 
tation, all Consairway will 
benefit by the assignment of 
tnese men in new positions. 


ScVvooVv\m^\s 

Ca ; v- ins and co-pilots 
have been busy this week at¬ 
tending classes started Monday 
under the new training program 
covering the mechanical feat¬ 
ures of the LB-bO's and 'in¬ 
flight repairs and emergency 
procedures. 

The schedule is set up so 
that every captain and co-pi¬ 
lot will have completed the 
eight sections of the course 
by the August JSpth deadline. 

Instructors of the differ¬ 
ent classes are as follows: 
Wes Hodgetts, Hydraulics, the¬ 
ory and Hydraulics, practical; 
Joe Galton and L. Goodloe, 
■Electrical; R. Snreve, W. Hod¬ 
getts and L. Goodloe, General 
Airplane; L. Goodloe, Engine 
Accessories and Fuel System; 
A. Lonstrom and W, Cunningham, 
Emergency Equipment krocedure; 
L. Goodloe, W. Hodgetts and G. 
E. Lam, Instruments; L.Goodloe 
and W. Maidens, Flight Reports 
and Army Records. 

The captains report they 
have found the classes inter¬ 
esting and constructive and 
state they are _ learning a . 
great deal more than they knew 
In the past about the actual 
adjustments 'of the various 
components. 


Y*aveC4(j &"?ro%AemS 


The S.ving Shifters held 
their regular dance at the Com 
sairway Club last Thursday, 
but a sad situation prevailed 
—--the women out-numbered the 
men by about five to one. 
What's the matter fellows? You 
can’t all be the bashful type? 

Besides more males, the 
Swing Shift Club is in urgent 
need of funds. How about pay¬ 
ing those monthly dues of $5 
to keep the Club functioning? 
Dues should be paid to R. H. 
Dawn. 
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V\'Z'WQ9X® \ 

Twice a day around the 
world is what the Consai yv-ay 
fieet of i7 converted + ..op¬ 
erator transports averaged 
with its international trane- 
Pacific flying for the month 
of May. The fieet covered 
1,541,217 miles which is e< 
to C2 times around the vorid 
at the equator, (a distance of 
25,000 miles„) 

During that flying, 
1,374,000 gallons of gasoline 
were consumed which represents 
a train of 200 tank cars or 
274,800 "C" gas tickets 0 The 
flying was done at an average 
speed of 204 miies per hour. 

On the opposite page are 
some snapshots taken "Down the 
Line". 

/ 

1. Just a short stroll from 
Consairway barracks, in New 
Guinea, a couple of village 
natives hold a jamboree icr a 
few of our "Island Happy" boys 
and some of their G.I. com¬ 
rades . Left to rights Guy 
Estes, "The Brain" Brogdon, a 
G.I., Floyd Hightower and two 
more government'men. 

2. Conway Buff, Melvin .e t- 
wood, To Taylor and Fo High¬ 
tower pause in the jungle of 
"The Netheriand East Indies 0 " 

5. Early days at the Western 
Terminal brought out the pro- 
duction in the boys 0 They set 
up an assembly line and built 
their own huts. 

4 0 "Consair Place" at Western 
Terminal. 

5o Two native policemen 
pose for Consair camera fiend 0 

6 0 A very familiar sight at 
the Western Terminal - "The 
Brain" Brogdon, Ro Darsie (now 
in Honolulu) and R 0 Seilers 
greet a grand old customer 


tHb t We 

"Scrappy" Lambert has been 
grounded by the local CAA for 
crashing a newly completed 
test plane while under the in 
fiuence of his better judgment 0 
Mr. Walker, manufacturer of 
the ship has started a tooth¬ 
pick business with the remains. 

Mr. Sam Mhoon, electronic 
technician, suffered a com¬ 
plete nervous breakdown when 
he caused a fifteen minute de¬ 
lay, the first for his \L- • 
ment since he has been over¬ 
seas. He woke up painted red 
and violet l 

Jack Maillet says it’s 
just like the old days of 
racketeers—paying "protection 
money". Love, where is thine 
sting? 

Two iocai hoods are hoping 
to have models complete soon. 
All hands are eagerly awaiting 
the crash. Two engines and 
spares will be for sale cheap 
the following day. 

On Monday night, June lith, 
Consairway was host to the ATC 
officers and their ladies. A 
nine piece orchestra with a 
girl vocalist furnished the 
music for the evening and the 
crowd’s applauding and rug 
cutting furnished proof of the 
music’s splendid charm. Mr. 
Sullivan was jostled several 
times on the floor...to make 
sure he was awake. 

Conway Buff and Jack Mail- 
let were a yoeman pair serving 
the variety of mixed drinks 
and refreshments that the r 
offered to our guesLs. Have 
you tried a Fluffy Ruffle or a 
Depth Bomb? 

The lady guests, members 
of the American Red Cross, 
Army Nurse Corps and Womens 
Army Corps, added a touch to 
the party that was strictly 
stateside. 











«\ees -*\vatts\ev$ 

New employees welcomed in 
the '" Maintenance Department 
last week weres Mose P, Amet- 
jian and George Goeriich on 
Murray’s crew; Richard (Dick) 
Mo Mayberry, Russexi ("Russ”) 
Holland, Earl Lo Donald and 
Laverne A, ("Dutch”) Dressier 
on Lam’s crew; "Mike” I, Papin 
and Elgin R. Miller in the 
Welding' Shop; Walter Lo Cres- 
weii in the Instrument Over¬ 
haul Shop; and former employee 
Lo Eo (Fay) Knebei wno has 
just been transferred from the 
San Diego Division to our En¬ 
gine Service Shop 0 


Don Larson, newly appointed 
Chief Dispatcher, has two new 
dispatchers in his department. 
They are Ko D. Hill, trans¬ 
ferred here from the San Diego 
Division and C. ,M. Nickerson, 
transferred from Mr, Gooch’s 
department. 

Leaving this week for 
Honolulu are Dispatchers R„ E. 
"Pat” Patterson and Ho Go”Red” 
Emery who have been assigned, 
there as assistant station 
managers, Virgil Hill, now at 
Honolulu, will be stationed at 
another island base. 


New de-pilots welcomed in¬ 
to the Flight Department this 
week are W, F, Wakefield and 
R, Bo Q,uin, both transferring 
from the Fort Worth Division, 


Replacing Kathleen Canatsy, 
former secretary in the office 
of Lo Mo Goodloe and W, Cun¬ 
ningham, is Katherine "Kay” 
Custich who started working 
last week. 


■ .n o, .vithcut warning, pulls 
he oarburater finger screen, 
ana dribbles gasloine below 
into some unfortunate xellow’s 


New in the Navigation 
Department are R, C, Olson, 
navigator eransferred here 
from the • San Diego Division, 
Mo Ro Warthen, former Radio 
.»•-'Operator with Consairway and 
•now a navigator and George 
.Messenger who' this week is 
‘starting his duties as a navi¬ 
gator O ■ 


Industrial Relation’s has 
added a charming young miss to 
its department in the capacity 
of a record clerk. She is 
Louise Chermisin and those 
paratrooper’s wings she’s wear¬ 
ing should serve notice to. any 
would-be wolveso 

Sally Showalter, former 
mail clerk is now working in 
the Industrial Relations of¬ 
fice as a record clerk, and 
Ethel Maresh is taking over 
the duties of mail'clerk. 
















■ 
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"WfttS to cave $ov cVw\Aven 

The following names of 
WAGs, stationed on this base, 
have been given us with the 
information that they would 
like to care for children of 
Gonsairway employees while Mom 
and Pop go out on a date„ The 
young ladies may be reached by 
telephoning the Orderly Room, 
Extension 273. 

Pvt. Marjorie Griffith 
" Marretta Schirf 

" Dorothy McMahon 

w Thirva Davis 

" Grace Glenn 

" Edith Davison 

” Terry Zanazzo 

” Louise Waits 



Captains Larry Zygmunt and 
Carl Setili are ever being 

just a little bit different- 

this time they are more than a 
little bit different. The.mid¬ 
night paper hangars got start¬ 
ling results with .their selec¬ 
tion of a violent brown and 
white wall paper. On entering 
the home, of tjie - new interior 
decorators, friends' 'should- 
wear dark glasses and focus 
their eyes on the floor, other¬ 
wise serious eye strain may 
develop. " 


Mama Cat got quite sus¬ 
picious when one of her kit¬ 
tens disappeared last week, so 
she gave that mean "kitten- 
knapper", George Mathis, the 
air and packed her remaining 
family off to their new resi-' 
dence in inspection. 

<-;- ? 


JUST A REMINDERS The Seventh 
War Loan is not over until the 
30th of June. Cash purchases 
of war bonds can be made at 
t:;e Cashier's office at any 
time between 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m 0 


Samtoy Draper, secretary 
in Industrial Engineering,•is 
in a hospital in San Francisco 
where she underwent a minor 
operation this last week. We 
are happy to report that she 
is recovering rapidly, and will 
be with us again very soon. 
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Wannl hear Boon screech,holler 
and beg lor mercy? Just plant 
a big husky slap on his Putah 
Greek suntan<> He and McCork- 
ali were urged by that "I love 
the great outdoors" reeling, 
and they didn’t know that the 
sun is "hot, burny" 0 

Turney is well pleased with 
his new office, but says he'd 
like it better if it was on 
THIS side of Vacaville„ I 
knew it was quite a distance 
out there, but I had no idea— 

Ah joyU Frankie is back*. (Be¬ 
fore you swoon, I think you 
ought to know that I'm talking 
about Frischenmeyer„) We * re 
glad to see ya back, Frank and 
we really missed ya 0 o.THAT you 
can believeo 


the post restaurant for their 
daily hamburger and there was '* 
not one offer of a t„i 

Doesn't anyone have a horse, ; 
roller skates of scooter they 
could donate so these poor, 
poor starved workers could get 
sumpin' to eat?????? 

'Tis said that Dawn and Topsy 
have resigned from their dut¬ 
ies as "mazooma moochers" for 
the Club. Seems to me I've 
heard that song before. ... f but 
they might mean it this time c 
We shall see. 

Swing Shifters have said so- 
long to Tiny Bowen who has 
gone to work for Uncle Sami 
From this date on, Mrs. Tiny 
will be expected to hum "Beil 
Bottom Trousers" as she goes 
about her household tasks „ 


Have you joined the "Dennis is 
gonna have a vacation this 
summer" club? All you have to 
do is give him your "A" book 
and stay home and enjoy the 
cute little post cards he'll 
send you from Texas, and also 
parts of the United States 0 

Latest tip on fire fighting: 
When an engine si .rts to burn 
furiously, throw away the CO^ 
bottle, and immediately grab 
Kemper(better known as "Windy") 
Take him to the scene of the 
fire and say, "Blow" 0 Then go 
back to work because the fire 
will be out. 

Tuesday night there was a 
"wake" in the hangar for ten 
ambitious anglers who forgot 
to sleep for a couple days due 
to a fishing trip. I've heard 
since that those bodies on the 
engine stands were living, but 
you can’t fool me 0 

1 f - . 

Who said "Chivalry is not 
dead"? Monday night a host of 
feeble little Consairwayites 
pattered down Hangar Avenue to 


Hodge keeps getting more pop¬ 
ular all the time as the fruit 
ripens. If he keeps tempting 
us with samples of his wares, 
he'll find Consairway out in 
his orchard some of these days 
taking advantage of his friend¬ 
ship O 

Harold Bakke should be added, 
to the "Sunburn Casualty List," 
The bottom of his feet and his 
ears seem to be giving him a" 
lot of trouble....Can anybody 
visualize how he got that way? 

Who is the nasty character 
that is holding Novotny's 1 
coveralls for ransom? Perhaps 
you don’t realize what a blow 
this has been to him. It,*s 
true, they WERE four years old, 
but they fit him so niceiy, 
and he just can’t replace therafc 

Did you. notice the "skoit" in 
the hangar Wednesday night? 
Mildred Nokes has been spurred 
on by the lovely summer weath¬ 
er to such an extent that she 
threw the coveralls away and 
appeared in a skirt. Anything 
can happen and does 0 
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When a person is working 
in a high temperature, the 
chief means of keeping the 
body temperature normal is by 
perspiring,, To keep up an 
adequate production of pers¬ 
piration, it is necessary to 

drink an abundance of water- 

as much as 12 to 15 glasses a 
day. When it’s extremely hot, 
drinking water should not be 
iced, but slightly cooler than 
ordinary tap water. Gool off 
gradually and drink small a- 
mounts of water often. The 
drinking of large amounts of 
ice cold water makes a sud¬ 
den change of temperature in 
the stomach which may cause 
symptons of severe shock, 
nausea, vomiting, dizziness 
and headaches. 

Profuse perspiring takes 
large amounts of salt from the 
body. This loss of salt is 
the chief cause of heat exhaus¬ 
tion and heat cramps. There¬ 
fore , salt should be taken in 
unusual amounts with food or 
drink. The salt tablets pro¬ 
vided are ten grain tablets, 
and one tablet should be taken 
with the equivalent of one 
glass of water. Salt tablets 
when taken in this manner may 
cause nausea due to the concen¬ 
tration. Anyone affected this 
way should try other means, 
such as dissolving the tablet 
in water and then drinking it, 
sucking on a salt tablet, or 
using a larger amount of salt 
in food. 

Perspiring cools only as 
it evaporates. Therefore 

loose, thin, nonconstricting 
clothing should be worn. 

The production of heat in 
the body should be reduced as 
much as possible. This is aid¬ 
ed by eating light, easily di¬ 
gestible- food ’ n moderate a- 
mounts, avoiding fats and re¬ 
ducing the amount of protein 
foods, such as meats and eggs. 


At the June 15th meeting 
of the Employees’ Suggestion 
Plan Committee, three sugges¬ 
tions were accepted and awards 
voted by the committee. 

Mr. W. B. Brown, mainten¬ 
ance mechanic was awarded 
$27.50 in war stamps and bonds 
for his suggestion pertaining 
to a method of increasing the 
life of universal joints for 
tab control which will net a 
yearly saving of $273.50 or 
218.8 man hours. 

An improved anti-icer spout 
for propellors was suggested 
by mechanic R. C. Clark. Ap¬ 
pliance of his suggestion wili 
save $720.00 or 570 man hours 
per year. Mr. Clark received 
an award of. $21.75 in war bond 
and stamps for his suggestion. 

Inspector William F. Berry’s 
suggestion of an improved mag¬ 
neto blast tube will result in 
a saving of $320.50 or 258 
man hours a year. $18.75 war 
bond was awarded Mr. Berry. 

The committee reports 73 
suggestions received to date, 
20 of which have been accepted 
with a total value of $7298.85. 
Awards totalling $597.25 have 
been made for the suggestions. 


Fruit juices are especially 
good. 

Exposure to the direct 
rays of the sun should be a- 
voided. Both the ultra-violet 
and visible rays falling on 
the head are most dangerous. 
When out in the sun, a light 
hat or other head covering 
should be worn. 

The heat regulating xaech¬ 
an ism of the body should be 
protected by the avoidance or 
reduction in quantity of al¬ 
coholic drinks, tea, coffee and 
tobacco. 




c\wv>c cowV\o\ 

^ 0W\ 

A great reduction of in¬ 
flight engine failures has 
been achieved since the cruise 
control classes for flight 
personnel were begun early 
this year. During the last 
three months there have been 
only three in-flight failures, 
while at one time failures 
were being experienced at the 
rate of six or seven per month. 
The average time between en¬ 
gine overhauls has increased 
to 803 hours. In other words, 
since the inauguration of the 
cruise control classes, Con- 
sairway has been flying a larg¬ 
er fleet more hours each day 
and running engines a longer 
period between overhauls with 
far fewer engine failures than 
before. 

There are just two reasons 
for the improved performance: 

1 . The continuance of 
careful and efficient mainten¬ 
ance and inspection. 

2. Meticulous and vigil¬ 
ant observation of cruise con¬ 
trol practices as recommended 
by the engine manufacturer and 
Consairway Engineering Depart¬ 
ment . 


Vkew fcASe C.fc. 

New commanding officer of 
the Fairfield-Suisun Army Air 
Base is Colonel Curtis A. Keen 
succeeding Colonel A. K. Breck- 
enridge who has been named com¬ 
manding officer of Mather 
Field, and took over his dut¬ 
ies there last week. 

Colonel Keen, former C.O. 
of Hamilton Field, is a veter¬ 
an of 28 years flying experi¬ 
ence and has pioneered many 
ATC bases in the United States 
and in Africa. 


Ywe \WaVfi\vs <V\t Patk 

A fire started by sparks 
from a passing train swept 
across the field of the Air 
Park last Friday morning and 
threatened the safety of the 
aircraft parked there. The 
strong north wind wasn’t heip- 
ing matters any, but the fire 
department was on the job and 
controlled the flames. 

The fact that the grass 
has been well beaten down a- 
round the planes was a saving 
factor in the case of at least 
one when the fire crept within 
a couple of feet of it and 
then died out. 

The Air Park can now be 
more easily distinguished from 
the air since the fire left 
its black trail. 


WouVvcn^ 

NOTICE TO MEMBERS OF FLIGHT 
CREWS LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO 
LIVE: 

Word has been received 
that some unfurnished F.H.A. 
bungalows in Richmond are be¬ 
ing vacated by shipyard work¬ 
ers and wiii be available to 
rent after a short period in 
which they are to be renovated. 

The houses are located in 
McArthur Villa, 13th Street 
and Row 20. The two bedroom 
houses rent at §50.00 per 
month and three bedroom at 

§55.00. Garages adjoin the 
houses. 

Further information may 
be obtained from J„ N. Craw¬ 
ford whose telephone number is 
Richmond 953. 

5 \\eivc V\ws avaWaVfce 

Industrial Relations re¬ 
ports that the Consolidated 

Vuitee Aircraft Corporation 
Five Year Pins have arrived. 
Any employee entitled to a Pin 
may obtain one by calling at 

the office. 


AWe 

Homer Dial and his "trusty 
rive" are trying their best to 
make our ships more comfort¬ 
able for the passengerso Have 
you tried one of the newly re¬ 
vised upholstered seats? Pet¬ 
erson will show all potential 
customers how his new "head 
rest padding measuring Jig” 
works , 

* * * * 

The newly formed Sheet 
Metal Shop under George McEl- 
roy is taking fine shape. All 
personnel are complimented on 
their work» 

* * * * 


♦ 

Bill Cunningham, Chief 
Radio Operator, is in Seattle 
for a couple of weeks for a 
vacation, 

* * * * 

John Nicholas reported 
for duty as a navigator this 
week, Nicholas, was another 
member of the PBY crew intern¬ 
ed at Los Banos Prison Camp, 

4= * * * 

As of last week, Barney 
J. Fritz is a three-striper! 
Congratulations, Captain Fritz! 


The Flight Department will 
be pleased to hear that the 
"Old Standby", the C-47, is a- 
bout to have her engines 
changed and win be in opera¬ 
tion again shortly for flight 
training. 


* * * * 


r 


VOU KNOW all those 
C03S flying around 
FAIRFIELD AIR PARKY 
WELL-THIS IS TO KEEP 
OUT OF THE 
CARBURETOR . 
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Joyce Prelesnik, wife' of 
Leo Prelesnik, station manager 
at Amberley, arrived here with 
their small son this week via 
Army transport. She and the 
baby plan to go to Chicago to 
join Leo’s family there. 

The arrival of the trans¬ 
port is also the reason Bill 
Armstrong is looking so happy. 
His wife is now here with him. 

This is the first time 
either Mrs. Armstrong or Mrs. 
Prelesnik have been in the 
United States. We hope they 
like our country. 

C. D. Wirt, maintenance 
mechanic from the Western Term¬ 
inal, has been assigned as Con- 
sairway station manager at 
Guadacanal. Good luck in your 
new assignment, CarrollI 

Phil Sullivan, Johnny 
Hann’s right hand man will 
spend a few days there helping 
Carroll get set up. 

Share V\\e^e 

When you see a serviceman 
or servicewoman at the gate 
waiting for a ride, please 
give them- a lift when you have 
a vacant seat in your car. The 
busses are sometimes crowded 
and operate on a fixed sched¬ 
ule. It’s a patriotic duty to 
make the fullest use of all 
transportation. 

%»tv\s(Roe \eaves... 

Harris Moe, Chief Division 
Engineer, has resigned his 
position with Consairway and 
will be leaving Thursday. He 
plans to go to San Diego where 
he will spend some time writ¬ 
ing a book he is working on. 

We sincerely regret your 
leaving, Harris, but our best 
wishes go with you. 




NOW DON'T FLY CLOSE 
TO ANY LB 30 i . REMEMBER, 
W«AT HAPPEN EO TO FATHER 

I ACT \AIFFIt f 


While Quentin Cudney was 
giving a check ride last week, 
a buzzard got in the way of 
the airplane and met his Water¬ 
loo, but quick? The old bird 
made quite an impression, how- 
ever--he smashed the nose cowl¬ 
ing, broke the propellor gover¬ 
nor and ignition cable, and 
distributed his bones and 
feathers in the carburetor, 
necessitating a replacement. 
It took Maintenance eight 
hours to repair all the damage. 

Cudney, accused of find¬ 
ing a new, but poor method of 
feathering the props, has re¬ 
quested that hereafter, all 
buzzards turn in flight plans. 

io'vtt 

The school for new co¬ 
pilots is gaining in attend¬ 
ance every week. Co-pilots 
who have joined Consairway 
this week are: Roger D. Herb, 
from the San Diego Division; 
F. 0. Boyer, formerly with 
Douglas Aircraft Corporation; 
Lyle T. Ryan;recent!y released 
captain in the Army Air Forces; 
and A. E. Kalakowski,- former 
member of Consolidated Vultee 
PBY crew liberated from the 
Los Banos Prison Camp in Man¬ 
ila. 
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The speed limit for tugs 
is SO miles per hour on the 
base and b miles per hour in 
the hangar area. 

Never use boxes, crates, 
buckets, chairs or other make¬ 
shift arrangements for climb- 
o) ing or as workstands, Use 
approved stands and ladders 
only. 


e*c> 


Paul Christenson of Maint¬ 
enance footed the coffee bin 
Tuesday and proudly announced 
the arrival of his baby daught¬ 
er. 


Co-pilot R. R, Dixon is 
the proud papa of a bouncing 
baby boy and has been busy 
passing cigars and spreading 
the glad news. 


Figure j. is a drawing of 
a wrench-in-take-pipe packing 
nut with a long handle for the 
lower nut. 

Figure 2, is the same type 
wrench only with a short hand¬ 
le for the upper nut. These 
wrenches are used on the en¬ 
gine cylinder in-take pipe. 



You’ve been requesting a 
wrench adjustable up to three 
inches--well, you can now find 
one at the Tool Crib adjust¬ 
able up to four inches. Ask 
for the 18 inch wrench-auto 
adjustable which is illustrated 
in figure 3, 


A1 Lonstrom and his ’’troupe” 
from Ships Equipment Depart¬ 
ment find that due to tne hot 
weather their two-day ’’sock” 
washing service will have to 
be discontinued. 


If you’re wondering why 
Bud Adams carefully^examines 
every chair he is about to sit 
on, you might ask someone in 
Engine . Build-up for the de¬ 
tails. That was quite a shock 
wasn’t it, Bud.’ T’aint every¬ 
one can be such a good sport 
about getting a hot-seat. 


Have you seen Lam’s Gar 
since it’s been polished? 

He’s hoping that the simoni^e 
he put on will last forever Jj. 






























We’ve heard tales about 
bumping into doors, falling 
down stairs and many other ex¬ 
cuses for wounds received in 
action...but Etchie’s allegory 
about his missing front tooth 
is the best. He was riding 
home from work, chomping on a 
tender, juicy orange. After 
finishing his little snack, he 
sighed with great satisfaction 
and proceeded to settle him¬ 
self for his journey to Vaca¬ 
ville. Soon he noticed that 
the wind was whistling through 
his teeth more than usual. 
With trembling hands he thrust 
a finger in nis mouth to see 
what was causing the draft.... 
’twas then he noticed that his 
best tooth was gone. With a 
tear in nis eye, Etchie real¬ 
ized that he had thrown it out 
the window with the scraps. 
Sad indeed, but things are 
tough ail over these days. 

’Twas Sunday -- a day of 
peace and rest. Work in the 
hangar was progressing as usu¬ 
al. Silence prevailed... except 
for a couple engine runs, hy¬ 
draulic crew changing a tire, 
a leaking air hose, and a riv¬ 
et gun going full blast. All 
of a sudden the silence was 
broken by the sound of hoofs 
galloping through the hangar. 
Was it the Lone Ranger? Had 
the stock chasers become mount- 
ies???? or was the 2ist Caval¬ 
ry having maneuvers in Hangar 
3? For a minute I was worried. 
When I gained enough courage 
to open my eyes, I discovered 
it was only Topsy wearing a 
bright green 2x4 on each 
foot. She clattered over to 
me and calmly said, ”Ya’ seen 
Rankin?”....then clomped away. 
This just goes to show you 



that you can’t believe all 
that you hear, and you wonder 
about what you see. 

Rankin is alway first 
with the best when it comes to 
clothes. We like him best 
when he shows up for work fil¬ 
ling (and overflowing)a dainty 
little baDy blue ”T” shirt. 
’Says he has a pink one at 
home, but he doesn’t like to 
wear it out to this dirty oid 
hangar. 

Hank Alisch, intrigued 
by visions of sarong clad 
beauties, coconut trees and 
mint juleps, has gone to the 
islands to join other Consair- 
way mechanics. We an miss 
him and sincerely hope he en¬ 
joys nis tropical paradise.... 
but just in case he doesn’t, 
ne is welcome back to partaxe 
or Fairfield’s many assets. 
(I’m new here.’) 

Graycie Grubb believes in 
making her tool crib just like 
home. One very warm evening 
last week, mechanics wete a- 
stonished to see her pattering 
about in her bare tootsies. 

A very practical thing to do-- 
saves shoes, saves stockings, 
and besides it feels soooo 
good! 

Any unidentified loud 
noises in the hangar probably 
come from Malchar's shirts. 
We thought the ’’Aloha creation” 
was horrible...but it was a 
lovely little thing compared 
to that last onel It looks 
more like a commercial for a 
vitamin pill company than any¬ 
thing else. Please, Rudy, we 
can only stand so much. Why 
don’t you save those shirts 
for occasions like New Years 
Eve and Jlily 4th, or better 
yet-just save them. 
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The recently published 
report of hearings on the Mc- 
Carron All American Flag Line 
Bill contained the first pub¬ 
lic mention of ATC contract 
carrier performance and costs. 
Data released in the report 
covers 1944 only and reveals 
that in that year the ATC paid 
$50,058,008 to 10 airlines for 
transport services. Consair- 
way is credited with an aver¬ 
age daily utilization of 10:14 
hours, the highest of any con¬ 
tract carrier. 

Release of the CAB's North 
Atlantic route allocations is 
being held up by maneuvering 
in the Senate which has post¬ 
poned voting on the McCarran 
Bill until some time after 
June 21st. As is generally 
known, the CAB decision does 
provide for a single chosen 
instrument. It can therefore 
not be announced for as long 
as there is a chance that the 

McCarran Bill-calling for a 

single community airline--may 
become law. This decision has 
been delayed so long that its 
date is now referred to as 
”N-A Day'*. 

Bills calling for the es¬ 
tablishment of military and 
naval aviation academies have 
been introduced into congress 
by representative Fulton of 
Pennsylvania. 

The CAA has announced 
that tests are now underway to 
certificate three large mili¬ 
tary transport aircraft types 
for commerical use —■ the 
Douglas C-54, Curtiss* C-46 
and CVAC's Model 39. Both the 
54 and 46 were originally de¬ 
signed in accordance with CAA 
airworthiness requirements; 
whereas Model 39 is a trans¬ 
port modification of the Liber¬ 
ator bomber originally design¬ 
ed to military specifications. 


In written testimony ad¬ 
dressed to the House Postwar 
Military Affairs Committee, 
Admiral Nimitz has stated that 
the airplane and rocket have 
made the U. S. vulnerable to 
direct assault and that **We 
have fought the last war in 
which our homeland will be 
spared the violence of enemies. 

East to west movement of 
military personnel and materi¬ 
al will soon make non-priority 
air travel in that direction 
all but impossible. According 
to Colonel J. M, Johnson, Dir¬ 
ector of the ODT, airline pas¬ 
sengers without a Two priority 
may as well plan to remain at 
home. 

5 vm* «• ♦. • 

'Since the announcement 
last week that the Consolidat¬ 
ed Vultee Five Year Pins are 
now available at the Industri¬ 
al Rleations Office to quali¬ 
fied employees, ?/. C. Johnston, 
F. J. Ashe, J. H. Calton, L. A. 
Denoyer, F. G. Dahms, W. J. 
Barnett and M. E. Cowan are 
now proudly wearing tneirs. 

4<*vm asVwA.... 

Distribution lines of 
both gas and electrical ser¬ 
vices on the base are heavily 
over-taxed, and as the demand 
increases due to new and in¬ 
tensified activities, it will 
be difficult to supply these 
needs. Therefore, it is neces¬ 
sary that every possible care 
be taken to eliminate any ex¬ 
cess use of these facilities. 
Unless it is absolutely neces¬ 
sary, lights and heat should 
not be turned on. Full cooper¬ 
ation is requested from all 
employees in this matter. 




vKscVvav^e ox (\c\X v e Sew’vcc W 
CnU^ed ^cscv«c 


Consairway has been ad¬ 
vised by Headquarters of the 
Ninth Service Command, Fort 
Douglas, Utah, that since the 
fall of Germany it has been 
necessary to make changes in 
personnel and training require¬ 
ments of the Army Air Forces. 
Tne War Department has decided 
to afford all members of the 
Air Corps Enlisted Reserve who 
are now employed by the Air 
Transport Command immediate 
opportunity to accept dis¬ 
charge or active duty status. 
Those reservists who avail 
themselves of this opportunity 
for discharge will revert to 
the jurisdiction of the Nation¬ 
al Selective Service System 
and must register with, or re¬ 
port to their local Selective 
Service Boards within five days 
of the effective date of their 
discharges. 

Forms are being sent out 
by the Ninth Service Command 
Headquarters which must be fil¬ 
led out either requesting dis¬ 
charge or active duty and re¬ 
turned to that Headquarters 
prior to July 15th, 1945. Re¬ 
quests for discharge which are 
received after that date will 
not be considered and the re¬ 
servist will- be ordered to 
active duty. Failure to re¬ 
turn the form prior to July 
15th, 1945, will indicate the 
desire for call to active duty. 

The Industrial Relations 
Department has prepared Form 
42A Special Revised - request 
for occupational deferment - 
for each reservist which will 
be sent to the Selective Ser¬ 
vice Boards via Washington, D. 
C., where they will be certi¬ 
fied as essential by the Of¬ 
fice of Defense Transportation. 
These certified forms should 
be in the hands of the various 
local boards at the time they 


are notified of your discharge 
from the Enlisted Reserve. 
This win enacie the board to 
make an immediate decision as 
to deferment. 

Consairway has been ad¬ 
vised that in most cases, de¬ 
ferments for those who wish to 
accept the discharge from the 
Enlisted Reserve wiil be 
granted. 


For the convenience of 
all employees interested in 
furthering their knowledge and 
improving their ability, Con¬ 
sairway’s circulating library 
located in the Cashier’s of¬ 
fice has a good sup'ply of 
books for that purpose. 

Also, aside from the lend¬ 


ing library, books are avail¬ 
able for purchase. The fol¬ 
lowing is a list of books now 
in stock. 

Pilots’ Powerplant 

Manual, CAB #26.$ 1.10 

Pilots’ Airplane Manual, 

CAB #27. .35 

Aircraft Propellers, 

TM 1-412.. .45 

Aircraft Plotters (Meems) 2.00 
Airplane Airworthiness, 

CAM 04.85 

Hydraulic Principles.75 

Mechanical Principj.es.. . .45 

Reprint of 14 Aircraft 

Propellor Airworthiness .50 

Aerology for Pilots. i.25 

Flight Engineers' Log 

Book. 1.65 

Pilots’ Log Book. .70 

Loading & Cruising. .75 

Electrical Principles... .90 

Engine Principles. 1.30 

CAR for A & E Mechanics. 2.20 

Power & Flight.... 2.55 

Power Indicator. 19.00 

Air Navigation TM 1-205. .50 

Celestial Air Navigation 

TM 1-206. 45 

Cox & Stevens' Computers 27.30 
Flight Principles.. .45 















V> u \\6 veioy T36 ,T37, 

1^0 Vo wo\)c... 

Buildings T-147 and T-148, 
located across the street from 
the hangar and parking area, 
are now being vacated by the 
Army and arrangements are be¬ 
ing made for the departments 
of Consairway that are now 
occupying buildings T-36,T-37 
and T-40 to be moved into 
these buildings. Plans for 
the work necessary to make 
this move have already been 
submitted to the Base Contract 
Engineer for cost estimates' on 
utilities, partitions, etc. 

The departments included 
in building T-37 are Material, 
Material Control Office, Mater¬ 
ial Storage and Shipping and 
Receiving. In T-36 are Engine 
Build-Up and Ships’ Equipment 
departments, and in T-40 are 
the Sheet Metal Shop, Uphol¬ 
stering Shop, Electrical Over¬ 
haul Accessories Shop, Carpen¬ 
ter Shop, Building Equipment 
Maintenance and the A & E 
Class Room. 

Also anticipating the move 
to the buildings across the 
street are the offices of the 
Chief of Material (G.A. Gooch) 
and Material Procurement Super¬ 
visor (N. Alloway) which will 
be established adjacent to the 
office of the Material Control 
Supervisor (Mr. Neely). 

C\ttV> Y>cmce >wte3o 


Wave \^ovt VeorA 

RUMORS l RUMORS! RUMORS!—They 
are circulating -like wild fire 
and getting better and bigger 
and more far-fetched each day. 

For instance, the newest 
one that started last week 
(can’t imagine who did it) is 
that Consairway will soon be 
converting war-weary B-29’s 
for Pacific transport opera¬ 
tion. 

And. have you heard the 
one about Consairway flying 16 
six-engined aircraft? (I’m 
sure there were only four en¬ 
gines on those LB-30’s the 

last time I looked-1 may 

need glasses.) 

But the rumor that Con¬ 
sairway is moving to San Diego 
seems to be the most popular 
at this time. I’ve heard some 
heated discussions on the sub¬ 
ject as to its authenticity, 
but I must congratulate a cer¬ 
tain flight captain for really 
getting to the bottom of it 
and settling the bit question. 
The result of his investiga¬ 
tion proves beyond a shadow of 

a doubt that we are moving- 

he got it straight from Ai 
Cudney, six year old son of 
Quentin Cudney, and who should 
know better than Al? Mmmmm? 

Seriously, in answer to 
the many requests received 
this week to give with a state¬ 
ment about this rumor that 
won’t die, FLIGHT DECK went to 
our boss, Dick Mitchell, and 
we quote: 

’’There is nothing definite 
regarding a move to any other 
location, although the desir¬ 
ability of such a move is be¬ 
ing discussed with A.T.C. of¬ 
ficials. The day a decision 
is reached, the verdict, yes or 
no, will be announced to all 
personnel.” 

LAST MINUTE FLASH: ’lust 
heard we aren’t moving to San 

Diego-it’s Portland this 

time- 


There’ll be a dance at the 
Consairway Club this Saturday, 
June 30th—orchestra, refresh¬ 
ments and special numbers in¬ 
cluded. So come one, come all 
and make the dance a huge suc¬ 
cess . 

Chairman for the evening 
will be Byron Wright. (With a 
little persuasion, he might 
give a few hints or even dem¬ 
onstrations on doing the 
rhumba. 

The usual door fee of 
$1.00 per person will be 
charged. 







YSVore Vac Vs ow 
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Helium gas instead of air 
can be used economically in 
the huge tires of Convair's 
204 passenger Model 37 air¬ 
liner to save weight, it was 
disclosed by Consolidated Vul- 
tee engineers. 

Air required to fill the 
tires would weigh 180 pounds 
compared with 26 pounds for 
helium. Tests have proved 
that the puncture proof tubes 
will hold the lighter helium 
gas at the required pressure. 
The 154 pounds saved by using 
helium means that extra pay- 
load can be carried, with in¬ 
creased revenue to the operat¬ 
or . 


Because of the diminish¬ 
ing earthward pull of gravity 
with increased altitude, the 
160 ton airliner will weigh 
745 pounds less at 25,000 feet 
altitude than on the ground. 

Although the pull of grav¬ 
ity diminishes at nigh alti¬ 
tudes, another factor adds 
weight. Because air is thin¬ 
ner at high altitude, the cab¬ 
in of Model 37 will be pressur¬ 
ized for passenger comfort. 
Air must be pumped in to boost 
the atmospheric pressure to a 
comfortable level approximat¬ 
ing that to which persons are 
accustomed on the earth’s sur¬ 
face. To maintain 8000 ft. 
pressure altitude when the 
plane is at 25,000 ft. eleva¬ 
tion, an additional 650 pounds 
of air will have to be pumped 
into the double deck cabin by 
superchargers. 

Lower temperatures in the 
sub-stratosphere will cause 
the 230 foot wing to shrink 
3.9 inches and the 182 foot 
fuselage to lose 3.1 inches 
from its length. 




/ You're not 'flight crew Don't 
^ READ THIS; 


THE STOKER, THAT 
ARRIVES ANYWHERE 
* FRorA 15 to So /vs»n ut£$ 

LATE 
FOR 


t 
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THE Sr/NKER THAT 
^ARRIVES ON TIME-6UT 
HAS A THOUSAND IRRELE" 
" VANT THIN OS TO DO THAT 

Should have been done 

3 DAYS PREVIOUS » 

\Jk/ — —- 

JE| THE STiNKER who 

» *■ HAS TO NAAK.6 A 

UASt MINUTE tele¬ 
phone call oR - 

Sorv\E THINCr » 














" 'Vta&b WWs AWce 

’’We've been asked to write 
an article for the FLIGHT DECK 
-we would rather take a beat¬ 
ing for our name is neither 
Hemmingway or Hopper. However, 
we do feel we should have a 
little publicity, for we think 
we’ve been doing a bang-up job 
of maintaining our radio equip¬ 
ment. 

We have loafed a little 
and projected a little, but 
we’ve worked hard a lot and 
long a lot. We've done with¬ 
out a day off and in some 
cases more importantly,a night 
off, quite often. We’ve 

sweated through a lot of 
T.O.’s and even personally 
sponsored changes-we've ex¬ 

perienced a lot, learned a lot 

and even schooled a little- 

we might add, we’ve Moved a 
lot. 

We are now approaching an 
upheaval that, in our little 
pool, will make quite a splash. 

We will be modifying airplanes, 
setting up new testing and re¬ 
pairing facilities for new 
equipment being installed, at¬ 
tempting to teach ourselves 
the intricacies of the new 
equipment, setting up new 
stocks of equipment, breaking 
in new, additional technicians 
and will be maintaining sched¬ 
uled airplanes as per usual. 

Such being the case, we hope 
that everyone will bear with 
us for a period and we promise 
to pull up out of the turmoil 
with a group of airplanes and 
an operating maintenance organ¬ 
ization pleasing to all.” 

THE RADIO GANG 

V\cw added 

Consairway started last 
week flying a fourth route 
which operates once a week. 

The new route is in the form 
of a loop through the central 
islands of the Pacific and 
does not go all the way to the 
Western Terminal. 



Always remove the tow bar 
from the nose wheel and return, 
it to its proper storage place^ 
after the ship is in position, 

Keep all workstands, crew, 
chief and half stands free of 
oil and grease at all times. 
SLIPPERY WHEN OILY! 




Last month Consairway had n/ 
five lost-time accidents with l/\_ 
21 man-power days lost. TwO| 
of the cases were the result 
of men falling from engine 
stands. It pays to watch your 1 5 
step and practice all safety 
rules'. OS 


Wevu fcuvp\o\\ee... 

Robert L. Perry, former 
captain in the Army Air Forces, 
who served as a £ilot in troop 
carrier and heavy bombardment 
squadrons joined Consairway 
Flight Department this week 
and has begun attending the 
school for new co-pilots. 

The Pacific route will 
not be entirely new to Perry 
since his overseas duty includ¬ 
ed New Guinea, Australia, Java 
and India, and he will undoubt¬ 
edly be covering some of the 
same territory where he once 
was carrying troops or on bomb¬ 
ing missions. 

‘VumsWv 

J. W. DuVall, transfer 
from the San Diego Division, 
this week joined Consairway as 
a radio operator in the Flight 
Department. 
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Someday you will see a 
1946 model Taylorcraft flutter¬ 
ing through the' draf'ty skies 
above Fairfield Air Park, but 
Ray Strieker is not too sure 
of how soon that day will come, 
what with his co-owner, Bud 
Sorenson,Flight Engineer, soon, 
to go into the Army. Ray says, 
the manpower shortage is’ crit; r '" 
ical, but he’ll get that ship- 
in the air or bust trying. 
(He could use some good men 
wanting experience on small 
aircraft.) ... - 

R. W. O.stdiek is on a 
month’s sick leave and is now 
in a hospital in Los Angeles. 


Many of us here in the 
hangar are wondering why the 
large wind tunnel was built at 
San Diego. With slight modifi 
cation, our hangar could be 
converted into an ideal one. 
Items such as wing flaps, in¬ 
spection plates and some of 
the girls have been wind-tun- 

' 'J nel tested 100%. 

* * * * 

MISTAKE-Skuse it please...,. 

In reporting the. birth of a 
baby boy to the Dixons ia‘st 
week, FLIGHT DECK made an er¬ 
ror and named the wrong Dixon. 
...Captain C. B. Dixon is the 
proud papa. Our apologies to 
Co-pilot R. R. Dixon. 



R. C. Chandler has been.""' 

transferred from the Engine;_i 

Shop to Line Maintenance , . but 
he doesn’t expect to ' stay] V 

there long-he has received • \ 

his”Greetings” and will report \ 
for induction into the armed j 
forces on July 17th. 

No, R. A. ’’Wilkie” Wilkin¬ 
son isn’t moving by remote con¬ 
trol—his 280 pounds just over¬ 
lap his little ”30 ounce” motor¬ 
cycle which he 1 rides to and 
from work each day. 


"I’m telling you, we caught 
114 trout I” George Lam repeats 
over and over again, but he 
hasn't found an audience yet 
that-will believe this , astound 
'•ing feat which he claims he 
and his companion accomplished 
while on a three-day fishing 
trip last week. How many did 
you say, George? 


\\e* e W evC \ 


Congratulations to Tommy 
Thompson and his wife who cele¬ 
brated their 20th wedding anni¬ 
versary on June 17th. Tommy 
took the ’’Mrs.” to San Fran¬ 
cisco for the occasion and in 
his words—”We really painted 

the towh red.’” 

* * * * 

Katherine Chleboun of the 
Flight Office returned Monday 
from vacation in Nebraska 
where she visited with her 
family. 

* * * * 
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BARNETT'Ll WORK LIKE 

THAT FOR HOURS . - 

AND THEN FALL FLAT 
ON HIS KISSER.. r — 


shifted his favor•on the 
route. Hari Kari for 
that lost out. 


TWnVWWe 

Mr. Westwood is quite well 
known for the thrift that he 
ei.erci&es while overseas. Ask 

him-he knows every serial 

number on every bill in his 
wallet. 

Mr. Walker has been grant- 
i ed a day or two to take care 
of a heating problem down 
, south. 

"My Willie" says Jack 
Mailiet, and it isn't corn. 

A major shake-up in com¬ 
mands was in order at the 
island when it was discovered 
that Major Doma Jacobs had 


George Foust seems to get 
an awfully lot of mail from 
"home ". 

The boys bade goodbye to 
Messrs. Wirt, Morrow and Kin- 
nings who were transferred to 
another western base. The 
blood that flowed from bleed¬ 
ing hearts ail but ruined the 
club floor. 

"Spider" Webb seems to .be 
a permanent resident 'everj 
time he hits our base,- but he 
likes it 'cause Bud Hass tells 
him all about the/time th§ir 
sun lines were backing up on 
the chart because the. winds 
were so strong. All hot air, 
we guess. 
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"OoKo fellows, now slide 
into the water and swim across 
and back again. This is just 
to acquaint you with the feel¬ 
ing of the ’Mae Wests', was 
the first order given by In¬ 
structor A1 Lonstron when he 
took his class of flight crew 
members down to the base swim¬ 
ming pool Tuesday morning to 
instruct them in the actual 
methods used in the emergenc¬ 
ies of ditching. 

Standing beside the pool 
in their swimming trunks, and 
shivering as they donned their 
life preservers, that cold 
water looked anything but in¬ 
viting to the class, but with 
an attitude of "’Might as well 
break the ice now”, all 24 
bravely jumped in—well, they 
jumped in. 

After completing this 
first dunking, they followed 
the example of A1 and one at a 
time jumped off the diving 
board in the correct position 
and inflated their life pre¬ 
servers on emerging from the 
water. So far, so good, and 
obviously each one thought the 
class a cinch. 

Next, A1 demonstrated how 
to get into the life raft wear¬ 
ing inflated "Mae Wests", turn 
it over and then right it, 
"Now, you do it," he said. It 
looked very simple and effort¬ 
less, so Navigator P, M» Klein 
made his way out to the raft 
and proceeded to follow Al's 
example. After struggling, 
slipping, falling and pulling 
himself out of the water a few 
times, he finally accomplished 
this simple feat and dropped 
into the raft exhausted, "You 
aren’t through yet," Ai called 
as he again swam out to show 
how an unconscious person can 
be lifted into the raft, Klein 
exerted himself further, and 
pulled a fellow in with him 
after great difficulty, but he 
got the idea and now knows 


how it can be done if neces¬ 
sary, Each member of the 
class individually went thru 
this same routine while an 
audience of Army personnel ob¬ 
served from the sidelines the 
interesting and, at times, a- 
musing spectacle. 

Previous to the class 
participation at the pool, a 
lecture on location and use of 
emergency equipment in our air¬ 
craft was given. This was 
followed by a lecture on forc¬ 
ed descent of land planes at 
sea covering the duties of the 
crew members, their responsi¬ 
bility to passengers, jettison¬ 
ing of cargo, preparation for 
ditching, distribution of 
emergency equipment, actual 
ditching of the plane, and days 
spent at sea. 

They are instructed how 
to make the plane as seaworthy 
as possible and to insure in¬ 
dividual safety on and after 
impact. The latter describing 
the most satisfactory position 
to be in at the time of impact, 
which is a sitting position 
with back and head braced a- 
gainst a solid structure. 
Leaving the plane must be done 
in a very short period, and all 
forward and amidship hatches 
must be opened before ditching 
to facilitate the rapid egress 
of the crew and also to make 
sure that the hatches are not 
jammed on impact due to being 
closed. 

To further demonstrate the 
preceeding lectures, a movie 
showing a crew going through 
all preparations for ditching 
and the actual forced landing 
of a plane at sea is shown to 
the class. 

All flight crews are re¬ 
quired to complete this course 
and to get their dunking and 
practical experience at the 
pool, Lonstron as instructor 
may get a work-out, but he’ll 
get a tan, too, he hopes. 












George“VrmWvsv^ Program . *• 


George Messenger has been 
appointed Supervisor of Ground 
School Training Programs for 
Consairway. This assignment 
includes flight crew training, 
consisting of classes in navi¬ 
gation, weight and balance, 
cruise control, aircraft fam¬ 
iliarization. The A & E 

school for mechanics will also 
come under his supervision and 
all special manuals connected 
with the training programs 
will be edited and published 
by him. George will not be a 
regular instructor, although 
he has been teaching classes 
in celestial navigation, but 
may occasionally instruct par¬ 
ticular classes. His duties 
will also include approximate¬ 
ly one trip a month on the 
route as a navigator in order 
to observe actual procedures 
with an interest toward stan¬ 
dardization of operating meth¬ 
ods . 

The varied background of 
airline experience and train¬ 
ing which George has had gives 
him exceptionally good qualifi¬ 
cations for this position. His 
first association with • the 
world of aviation came at the 
age of 14 when aside from at¬ 
tending high school, he was 
correspondent for the Aviation 
Magazine at the St. Paul Air¬ 
port. He continued with this 
until his graduation when he 
was old enough to go barnstorm¬ 
ing with the boys. He also 
worked as an airplane and en¬ 
gine mechanic and studied rad¬ 
io as a hobby. 

His first airline job was 
radio operator and aircraft 

radio maintenance mechanic 
with Northwest Airlines. He 

remained with Northwest until 
the airmail contracts were can¬ 
celled by the government and 
taken over by the Army at 
which time he went to work as 
Chief Radio Operator for the 



Army in charge of the Chicago 
to Fargo Division. After the 
airmail contracts reverted to 
private contractors again, he 
returned to Northwest at his 
old job until 1935. He then 
became a dispatcher for T.W.A. 
being stationed at Columbus, 
Pittsburg and Chicago. 

From T.W.A., he went to 
Hanford Airlines (now Mid-Con¬ 
tinent Airlines) as station 
manager at Bismarck, N. D., 
Sioux Falls, and eventually be¬ 
came station manager at the 
main base, Sioux City, Iowa, 
and Chief Radio Operator for 
the airline. 

George came to California 
in 1937 and worked at Vultee 
and Northrop and then settled 
down at Douglas for four years 
working in Flight and Final 
Inspection, having charge of 
radio and electrical inspect¬ 
ion on the 2nd and 3rd snifts. 

After an unsuccessful at¬ 
tempt to get into the Royal 
Canadian Air Force due to re¬ 
strictions on citizenship that 
they had at the time, George 
joined Consolidated’s Flight 
Delivery Department on Decem- 
be 30th, 1940 and was station 
manager at Elizabeth City, N. 
C. Several months thereafter, 
he was made Division Superin¬ 
tendent of the Atlantic Div¬ 
ision in charge of all oper¬ 
ations between Fort Worth and 
Bermuda. On the termination 
of British deliveries in Aug- 





ust, 1941, he transferred to 
Manila as Company Representa¬ 
tive where he was interned at 
the Los Banos prison camp by 
the Japanese for 38 months af¬ 
ter the outbreak of war. Mes¬ 
senger served as radio opera¬ 
tor on the first PBY delivery 
crew that flew to Manila with 
Ed Jones as captain and L. M. 
Goodloe as flight engineer. 

While at T.W.A., George 
completed the company’s courses 
in meteorology, navigation and 
dispatching. At Hanford Air¬ 
lines, he was in cnarge of the 
meteorology section and also 
acted as airway weather observ¬ 
er for the UoS, Weather Bureau, 
During his four years with 
Douglas, he attended classes 
at the Los Angeles Evening 
High School in navigation and 
engineering drawing. At the 
Los Banos prison camp he taught 
classes in meteorology and ra¬ 
dio communications. 

As everyone can see, George 
is taking this new job in his 
stride and is shouldering the 
new responsibilities with an 
air of assurance in spite of 
that harassed expression. 


Vernon Cunningham, former 
ly with the engineering depart 
ment at Vultee Field, Downey, 
California, reported here this 
Monday to take over his new 
position as Chief Engineer re¬ 
placing Harris Moe. 


New co-pilots reporting 
in ro our Flight Department 
this week were: S. D. Christy 
and J. D. Fleener, both form¬ 
erly of the San Diego Division 
and Mo K. Baughman, who used 
to be with Douglas. 


Now back at work in Dis¬ 
patch is A1 Bjornnes, having 
returned from his vacation 
taken after his 18 month’s of 
service at Pacific bases. 


M v\ou amV secw... 

'OqMtv W\ 

This Saturday night’s 
dance at the Club will be held 
as scheduled with a five piece 
orchestra, entertainment, door 
prizes, raffles and refresh¬ 
ments. 

Receiving top billing on 
the program of entertainment 
is "Jerk” Jervis, our versa¬ 
tile flight engineer, whose 
ability as master of ceremony 
and tap dancer is well recog-x 
nized by those who have seen 
him perform previously. 

Since the Thursday night 
dances for the Swing Shifters 
have been discontinued, they 
are invited to share the activ¬ 
ities of Saturday night when 
the orchestra will play later 
for their convenience. 

Some measure of recent 
club night successes may be at¬ 
tributed to the medium sized 
crowds, allowing room for 
special entertainment and more 
comfortable dancing. However, 
to assure financial success of 
the evenings, a request for an 
additional 50 cents at the 
door will be necessary. 

ttmt a ^ 

The first unit is now 
standing in the housing area 
in Fairfield and is being used 
as an office by the contractor. 

Now that the construction 
is in full swing, the units 
are scheduled to go up at the 
rate of 10 a day. 

Starting this Monday, 10 
a day are also planned to be 
built in Vacaville. The new 
units will have one and two 
bedrooms and are all to have 
hardwood floors. 


The link trainer which has 
been moved to building T-171 
this last week will be ready 
for operation again on Thurs¬ 
day, July 12th. 







joe ©rent's 

WASHINGTON SPECTROSCOPE 


On June 29th, Swedish 
International Airlines (SILA) 
completed its initial survey- 
flight between Stockholm and 
New York, using one of four 
converted B-17’s acquired from 
the U. So after being interned 
in Sweden following forced 
landings in Sweden during the 
war in Europe. The CAA has 
authorized an additional four 
survey flights before sched¬ 
uled services begin after com¬ 
pletion of treaty arrangements 
between Sweden and the U. S. 
The airplane carried a double 
flight crew of 12 and one stew¬ 
ard o 

There was quite a flurry 

of excitement in Washington 
last week when the press car¬ 
ried a story to the effect 
that President Truman had "in¬ 
formally” approved the CAB’S 
decision to award North Atlan¬ 
tic routes to Pan-American, 
American Export (as a subsid¬ 
iary of American), and TWA. 
This report appeared credible 
in that it conformed to what 
was expected, and was made 
possible by a previous adverse 
vote by the Aviation Subcom- 
rnittee of the Senate Inter¬ 
state Commerce Committee on 
Senator McCarran’s "All Ameri¬ 
can Flag Line" bill. The lack 
of subsequent official confirm¬ 
ation from the White House, 
however focuses special atten¬ 
tion on the word "informal" in 
the original report and causes 
to arise a healthy suspicion 
that the story was "inspired" 
to break the deadlock and 
force the President’s hand be¬ 
fore the committee proper 
could act on the decision of 
the subcommittee. As things 
now stand, the McCarran Bill 
is not officially dead, al¬ 
though it certainly is "inform¬ 
ally", and definite action by 


the White House should proper¬ 
ly wait for receipt of the 
death notice. 

Canada has paid the U. S. 
$27,500,000 for five air bases 
which we built at that uncer¬ 
tain time early in the war 
when Jap progress made invas¬ 
ion of the northern hemisphere 
a real possibility. The bases 
cost us about $34,000,000 to 
build. Title will shortly re¬ 
vert to the Dominion govern¬ 
ment . 

Great Britain is said to 
have started production of the 
"Brabazon I", a 110-ton luxury 
airliner equipped with every¬ 
thing from a bath to a bar, 
and capable of carrying 72 pas¬ 
sengers 3000 miles. < 

A part of the July 1st 
report to Congress by Fred M. 
Vinson, Director of War Mobil¬ 
ization and Reconversion, is 
entitled, "What Transition 
Means To The Aircraft Industry". 
In a nutshell, Mr. Vinson says 
it means 1,600,000 jobs less 
(out of a total of 6,600,000 
caused cutbacks of all kinds), 
and utilization of only 10 per 
cent of the country’s existing 
aircraft production capacity. 

Atlantic Airlines, Inc. 
has filed for routes from 
Providence, R. I., to New Or¬ 
leans, through 14 states, as 
its first move to enter the 
field of domestic air trans¬ 
port. Organized by D. J. Solo¬ 
mon, former chairman of the 
Board of Northeast Airlines, 
the chief aim of the new com¬ 
pany is described as "to pro¬ 
vide service at rates that 
compare with present air trav¬ 
el costs as the day coach com¬ 
pares with the deluxe pullman". 




Probably you have noticed 
Mr. Foster, one of our most 
diligent inspectors looking a 
bit peaked iately. It wasn’t 
a bomb, but it was a good imi¬ 
tation of one when tbe shelf 
on our wall, plus about 130 
airplane and engine works 
books decided to take a nose 
dive to tbe floor on bis shift. 

Tbe girls in Log Records 
are patiently waiting for 
doors to be bung at the outlet 
to their office. Talk about 
wind tunnels !1 They are busy 
all day long catching flying 
papers and skirts. 

There is a lot of talk 
about how well women can com¬ 
pete with men. We have a good 
example in our office and pre- 
sent Miss Gouvillon who chang¬ 
es several engines a day and 
doesn't even soil her hands. ' 

Bob Deering and his two 
dachshunds are going through a 
bacheloring seige with Mrs. 
Deering away on a trip east. 
He’s complaining of malnutri¬ 
tion and is afraid he’ll have 
ulcers unless she returns very 
soon. It’s, tough, isn't it. 
Bob? But how are the dogs 
faring? 


WANTED: Books on aviation, 
especially biographical and 
autobiograpnical volumes on 
the lives and air adventures 
of pioneer pilots. Will buy, 
or trade, and will also be 
glad to look for specific tit¬ 
les for other collectors when 
browsing through S. F. and L. 
A. Dook shops. 

Captain Rodney H. Jackson. 


9 

Swing shift has said "so- 
long to Rod Harris, Johnny 
Alves, Art Thoreen, Johnny 
Russo, and Herman Miller who 
have gone to become Uncle 
Sam's boys. To say that they 
will be missed is an under¬ 
statement-Best of luck, boys, 

and we'd like to see you back 
when it's all over. (Just 
wait till the Army starts reed¬ 
ing Herman......Will they be 

sorry.' !.') 

Conversation overheard in 
Fairfield: 

She: "Oh, they were talking 

to that Consairway guy." 

He: "What guy?" 

She: "I can't think of his 

name, but he works in Lam's 
office. " 

After much thought, she 
finally blurted out—-"Oh, I 
know, it was Herb Jewell !" 

Take a bow, Lam! 

Our feline friend, Mrs. 

Cat has gone to the islands to 
start life anew. Her family 
having been confiscated from 
beneath her very own nose, she 
feels she is no longer safe 
here. We shall miss her meows, 
her fragments of food dispers¬ 
ed tnither and yon, and most 
of all, we can no longer blame 
an untidy office on the cat. 

Wayne Esres has finally 
decided how to make the best 
of his day off. He sets the 
alarm, gets up REAL early... 
and catches the bus to Suisun 
to pick up his laundry and see 
a show. 

Sal was once a single guy, 

A bachelor, we thought... 

But I guess there was a knot to tie 
For a wedding ring was bought. 

He then went South to "see a pal," 

A buddy of his, he said. 

But now he's back with "Mrs. Sal." 
The pal was a gal instead! 
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Don’t be too surprised if 
you come to work and find a 
locomotive in the hangar get¬ 
ting a 100 hour check---from 
all indications our Mainten¬ 
ance Chief has gone "choo choo 
happy”o One day last week he 
meandered out of his office 
with a gleam in his eye and 
MeIntire at his heels 0 Hours 

passed-the two had not yet 

returnedo Foremen, crew chiefs, 
mechanics, dispatchers and 
janitors were frantically 
searching for Junior, but to 
no availo Long after the 
search had died down, who 
should stroll in but "Casey 
Jones Jewell" himself——still 
with a gleam in his eye and 
MeIntire at his heels 0 After 
making several trips around 


the Maintenance Office chug¬ 
ging and whistling like a 
train-, he told the whole excit¬ 
ing adventure (with gestures). 
He had been rolling along the 
rails riding in a locomotive 
with the engineer, the fireman, 
Mclhtire, and the cinders and 
smoke, and as he told of this 
thrilling experience, he tend¬ 
erly guarded the soot on his 
hands which he brought back as 
a souvenir. It took a whole 
day to bring him back to air¬ 
craft as a mode of travel. He 
plans’ to have a striped pair 
of overalls and cap' to wear 
the next time he plays choo 
choo.,,,Some say it’s the heat, 
others say it’s "overwork”, 
Herbie says it’s FUNJ 
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Air Transport Association of America 
1515 Massachusetts Aveme, H. W. 
Washington, D. C. 


Attention: Mr. Fowler W. Barker 


Gentlemen*. 


T?he secretary yf War has authorized the nae of 
standard prescribed service uniforna of the Anty 
for flight crews and ground personnel employed by 
airline contractors under contract with the War Department 
with certain distinctive insignia, badges, and ornamentation 
as listed in the attached memoranda** "Prescribed Uniform 
for‘Airline flight Crews ago'); Ground Personnel Employed by 
Airline Contractors under Contract to the United States." 

A copy of the memoranda* abire referred to is attached for 
your reference. I i 


Tour attention is dire 
approval is subject to the 
and gold nor gold piping is 


<sted to the fact that the 
condition that neither black 
used on the garrison‘cap.. 


Tery truly yours. 




M 


“Attachment* Memorandum' 
Airline Service TJnlfo 

This la to certify that Mr 
below ia a 


E. GASES 
}or, Air Corps 
Assistant Legal Executive 

. Date ' 


Unix or*/ > 

Mr. 

of ■>" . i 






whose signature appears 


( airline) and is engaged 


$ 



in the performance of 3ervicea required by/contract with the War Department. 
As such he is entitled to buy a (Jhited States' Non-Commissioned Army Offi¬ 
cer's uniform or uniforms without, the insignia or buttons,pursuant to the 
letter of October 3 > 19**2 above and the attachment mentioned thereii; 

- Signature) \ 

(Signature of airline employee 

at the time of issuance of 
this certificate) / * 























